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Hampstead United Methodist Church 

William’s Wanderings 
“Then the other 
disciple, who 
had reached the 
tomb first, also 
went in, and he 
saw than be-
lieved; for as yet 
they did not un-
derstand the 

Scripture, that he must rise 
from the dead.  Then the disci-
ples went back to their homes.” 
                           John 20:8-10 
NOTE: Our Easter Sunrise ser-
vice will be at 6:30 a.m. on 17 
April 2022.  Regular service 
times will follow. 
   So, when I was a child, my fami-
ly did not attend church. However, 
every Easter we received new 
Easter clothes, got our pictures 
taken, and went to S&S Cafeteria 
for lunch; then we went back to 
our home.   
   I can still visualize my brother 
and me in our matching white 
coats, black pants, and white 
shoes, along with my sister in her 
new frilly dress.  Everything was 
perfect.  Well, almost everything. 
   Truth is: nothing had changed.  
Once the day was over, and we 
had removed our clothes to never 
again wear, then our lives went 
back to being what they were.  
   I imagine the early disciples 
struggling with that first Easter 
morning, and the news from the 
women that the Lord’s body was 
no longer in the tomb.  Friday had 
been horrific.  The sounds of the 
hammer on the nails, the jeers of 
the crowds that had begun with 
Pilate’s question: “Jesus or Bar-
abbas? Who do you want to be 
released?”  And the surprising 
response from the crowd? Barab-
bas a common criminal! A robber!  
One who would most likely turn 
right around and steal again.   

So, yes, the disciples just went 
back home.  Their plans were to go 
back to doing what they had done 
before Jesus came into their lives, 
and they got caught up in the mo-
ment. 
   I suppose that that is what more 
than a few folks do.  Christmas and 
Easter come along.  People are cel-
ebrating…rejoicing.  Then the day 
is over.  People go back to their 
homes, removed the celebratory 
clothing…until the next time.  And 
nothing has changed. 
   I was a young man in college 
before I truly realized what I had 
missed out on all those years.  It 
took someone coming into my life 
to show me that Easter was more 
than new clothes, family pictures, 
dining out, and going back home.   
   Easter was, and is, more than 
even a past or future event.  We 
get so caught up in the resurrec-
tion on that first Easter morning, 
or the future anticipation of that 
future glory, that we miss the 
promise that is before us-the res-
urrection within us.  There is our 
Easter attire, my friends. 
   We profess belief in Christ’s 
death and resurrection, and we 
speak of the time when He shall 
return.  Meanwhile, the world 
awaits our resurrection dance, 
as Mary Stommes has said.  The 
world looks to us of the Christian 
faith for a sense of hope-our be-
lief in the goodness of God that 
shines forth in our own living as 
we seek to live in and love the 
world around us.  And this should 
not be difficult for us; for we have 
not simply put on new clothes for 
Easter pictures…we have been 
clothed in Christ.  And this 
makes all the difference. 
 
Still in His Peace, 
Pastor William 
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United Methodist Women 
Hampstead United Methodist Women hosted a very successful Game-A-Rama Thursday, March 

17th.  So many wonderful blessed women of the church came together to show our community 

a true fellowship.  Pastor Williams gave the intro and prayer.   Nancy Davis' St. Patrick decora-

tions were fantastic and the kitchen ran like clockwork.  Thanks to Shirleen “dishpan hands” 

Spencer, with John and Peggy Harris who helped make clean up a breeze.  All our guests left happy which was 

our goal.  We look forward to future events.  The HUMW Executive Board meets Friday, April 8th at 2:00  PM in 

room 5/6.                —Bonnie Smith 

Pictorial Directory Make-Up Day!! 

Thank you to everyone who came out and had their photograph taken for our new pictorial directory.   

For those who were unable to, we have scheduled a make-up photo session for Thursday, May 12th.   
Registration is open!   To register online go to www.ucdir.com. Click on the box on the right side of the 

homepage entitled “photography appointment scheduling login.” Enter your church code “nc317” and 
your church password “photos,” and click the enter button. Portrait times are scheduled beginning 2:00 

PM through 8:30 PM.  Photos will be held in the Family Life Center Gym.   
 

You will still be able to receive your free 8 x 10 photograph, as well as your free church directory!   
No purchase is required to have your picture included in the church directory.   
 

Please do not hesitate to contact the church office to schedule a time.  This will be the final session for 
our pictorial directory.  These pictures are not limited to just church members—all are welcome!  You 

may call the church office anytime between 9:00 AM to 2:00 PM, Monday through Thursday, to  
schedule your appointment.  Thank you! 

Friendship Circle 

Will meet on April 4th at 2:00 pm in room 5/6 at the church.  Peggy Harris will present the program.    

Call Loretta 910-270-2060 for more info. 

HUMC Missions:  Give 5—Read 5 Program 

“A Book is a dream that you hold in your hands.” 

Thank you for all the generous monetary donations and the new and gently used books 

for the Pender County Second Graders.  There are eight hundred children that will cherish 

your gifts at the close of school this year.  How exciting to go home with books that are 

your very own and can be a learning tool to keep their young minds in the magic of 

books.  (We can still accept donations until April 4th for money and April 25th for book do-

nations.  (Please remember we cannot send home religious books since we did not ask 

other religions to donate book titles.)  They will feel God’s love through your gifts.     
           —Peggy Harris 
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Music Notes 

Spring is here!  Spring is here!!! 

Or, at least, we all hope it will feel like it!  We’ve experienced some incredible highs and lows in 

the last few weeks.... and then a “microburst” on the morning of March 12th, as I looked out my 

window to see a huge oak limb slamming down to my driveway, with rain squalls blowing side-

ways, and the windmill in my front yard, had not only the propellers going insanely fast, but the 

whole top portion was spinning around, out of control, like that scene in “Twister!!”  So, let calmer 

winds prevail and warmer weather become a staple!  Then, we will know that Spring is surely 

here!! 

 

What surely IS coming up this month is Holy Week and all the music that goes with!  The Easter 

Choir is in full chorus, ready to bring a variety of songs to our services, to get us through all the 

emotional highs, the lows, and the extreme highs again that is Holy Week, culminating on Easter 

morning!  

 

Moving through Holy Week, we have songs to set the scene for each occasion.  For Palm Sunday, 

we will be singing the triumphant Comes the King, telling of Christ’s ride into Jerusalem to the ex-

uberant sound of Hosannas from the crowd.  We will also be singing the exciting Ain’t No Rock 

Gonna Shout for Me (we’ll do our own shouting for Jesus, thank you very much!)!! 

Then, on Maundy Thursday, the song, I Will Remember Thee, tells us of Christ’s suffering and the 

reminder of that sacrifice through the Sacrament of Holy Communion. 

 

 But Easter morning?  Oh yes!!!  We WILL sing with gusto, two songs of celebration of the resurrec-

tion of our risen Lord, On the Third Day, and O, What a Glorious Day!  (My all-time favorite Easter 

song!)   Let the Hallelujahs begin!! 

 

The Easter Choir will be singing at the 8:30 and 11:00 ser-

vices on Easter morning!  (And feel free to come join Pastor 

William and myself, along with any other early-morning so-

journers, at the Sunrise Service at 6:30!) 

 

We look forward to seeing you at ALL our Lenten services, as 

well as those during Holy Week!  Ask your friends and neigh-

bors to come with you, to hear the other side of the Christmas 

Story!   

Yours in Song,                                                                                                          

Patti 
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United Methodists have both congregations and mission partners on the ground in Ukraine, offering hope, 

support and aid in every way they can. 

 

The nation of Ukraine is included, with Moldova, in the Ukraine-Moldova Provisional Annual Conference of 

The United Methodist Church, part of the Eurasia Episcopal Area, led by Bishop Eduard Khegay.  This  

episcopal area also includes the Central Russia Conference, Eastern Russia and Central Asia Provisional  

Annual Conference, Northwest Russia Provisional Annual Conference and Southern Russia Provisional Annual 

Conference. These include the nations of Russia, Belarus, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan and Uzbekistan. There were 

1123 professing members recorded across these conferences in 2017. 

 

Methodism in Eurasia began with a missionary pastor from Sweden, Carl Lindborg, in 1882. He founded the 

first Russian Methodist congregation in St. Petersburg in 1889. A few congregations were planted in Ukraine 

prior to the first World War, notably near Uzhgorod and Ternopil, but of these, all but the community in 

Uzhgorod were shuttered during the Soviet era. The outreach that would lead to the current churches in 

Ukraine began after the end of the Soviet Union, which brought an influx and spread of United Methodist 

missionaries from the United States, Germany, and Liberia into many of the newly independent nations in 

the 1990s.  

 

While numbers of United Methodists in the Ukraine-Moldova Provisional Annual Conference are small (351 

total across six congregations based on 2017 data), the congregations are strategically located in or near 

larger cities, including Kharkiv, Kyiv, Poltova and Chernivtsi, as well as the two breakaway areas recognized 

by Russia in Donetzk and Luhansk. This means that they are well positioned for outreach across the whole of 

the country and that several of their cities are among those most under attack at this time. Indeed, many in 

the church at Luhansk had previously fled in 2020 because of attacks by pro-Russian insurgents that hit their 

church building.     

 

Global Ministries encourages United Methodists to give generously to UMCOR’s International Disaster and 

Recovery fund to enable United Methodists and other mission partners on the ground to deliver support 

where it can do the most good. 

 

We pray with the people of Ukraine and all those affected by this campaign of war against its sovereignty 

within its own borders, joining the words of Bishop Khegay.   

 

Please pray each day for the people of Ukraine and the now 10,000,000 

refugees. 

 

       —Steve Calarco, Lay Leader 

Lay Leader:  How United Methodists are Present in Ukraine 



 

 

MUNCH—BackPack Meals Program 

Now with Spring Break behind us, we’re closing in on summer break.  As most of 

you already know, the program continues through the summer so we are year 

round. 

 

One of the areas we seem to run low on is pasta and pasta sauce.  When you are purchasing items to place in 

the receptacles either in the Narthex or the FLC, please consider buying pasta and pasta sauce this month. 

Just as a friendly reminder, canned pasta sauce, no glass containers! 
 

BackPack Meal Items:  

• Cheerios, Oatmeal, or other low sugar cereals  

• Canned Pasta Sauce and dry Pasta  

• Canned Vegetables & Fruits, Individual Fruit Containers (low sugar/no refrigeration)  

• Plastic Jars of Peanut Butter and Jelly  

• Individual Packages of Peanut Butter Crackers and Cheese Crackers  

• Tuna and Chicken Helpers or store brand 

• Canned Tuna and Canned Chicken (to pair with item above) 

• Chunky Soups & Stews, Macaroni & Cheese  

• Canned Pastas (Spaghetti-O’s, mini-Ravioli’s, etc.) store brand is fine 

• 100% Fruit Juice (small cans or plastic bottles) “Reduced Sugar” and “Lower Sodium” are best!  

     (Please, NO glass containers!)     

Thanks for your continued support! 

 

                        —Chip Davis, HUMC MUNCH BackPack Program Coordinator 
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Sunday School News 

"Start children off on the way they should go, and even when they are old they will not turn from it." 
 

After an exciting March of starting our Resurrection Eggs, we will finish them in April on Palm Sunday as 

we tell the story of the Bible and the Good News of Jesus' life and resurrection.  We love our Sunday 

School children and they are so excited to learn about all the stories of the Bible.  The Youth Group are 

still learning from their Bible Study on "Believe" by Randy Freez with Greg Gibson facilitating.  Please join 

us.  We still have enough egg cartons and we can bring everyone up to date on the Resurrection Eggs.  

Blessings to all of you and have a Wonderful Easter!!   Also, we are still in need for 

a Sunday School teacher to help on a monthly schedule.   

 

If you would like to help, please contact Cheryle Shaffer at 910-620-5904 or 

cashaffer12@yahoo.com. 

        —Cheryle Shaffer 

mailto:cashaffer12@yahoo.com


 

 

United Methodist Men 

Recent News: Shrove Tuesday was awesome! “THANK YOU HUMC!”, Much 
Love to the JoAnn Long family – “THANK YOU!” 
Upcoming News: UMM Breakfast 4/2 – 8AM 
 In a recent devotion, I was reminded of just how beautiful this world is. Not the 

part that WE “created”, but the part that GOD created! Here we are afforded opportunities to see some of 
God’s most beautiful sunrises over the water, but also too are some of His sunsets! I don’t think you have to 
have the low horizon over the waters of California for the latter. In those moments where the sun seems to 
meet the earth there is no speech, no definitive sound that can truly describe the sensation one can feel. Just 
the beauty of God’s Creation that can touch our very soul, if we let it. Perhaps I’m being overly dramatic. 
What follows is that devotion. Give yourself a moment to read, reflect, then YOU decide. 
 

Sunsets remind me of Psalm 19, when David writes; "How clearly the sky reveals God’s glory … no speech 
or words are used, no sound is heard; Yet that message goes out to all the world and is ‘heard’ to the ends of 
the earth". Have you ever considered that your life is supposed to send this same message? In several places 
in the Bible we’re told to love God with "… all our soul", a phrase that uses the Hebrew word nephesh 
which means "soul" and also means "life", so we're supposed to love God with ALL our life for ALL our life. 
This is not loving Him for an hour each week at church - it’s loving Him in everything we do, in every  
minute of every day. 
 

If you never spoke another word, would the way you live your life glorify God before the world? 
          Shalom, Al Smith  
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Preschool News 
 Spring is blossoming all around us and our children are blossoming physi-

cally and intellectively.  We love watching them grow, learn and perform tasks 

that a few weeks ago may not have been possible to master.  As we enter the 

last two month’s of preschool, our children’s abilities will continue developing at 

a rapid pace.  It’s definitely the preschool growing season!   
 

 This month’s theme is “Plants and Insects,” along with the Farmer as our community helper.  

Our devotion topic is the Easter story and forgiveness is our character trait. 

 Registration for the 2022-2023 school year for current families is complete.  It is now open to 

the general public; however, we only have one space available.  In anticipation of a year free of 

world health or building related issues, we have increased the number of students/classes for the 

2022-2023 school year.  For that we are truly grateful and blessed!  For information, contact us at 

humcpreschool@hampsteadumc.org or 910-270-3388. 
 

 Thank you to Nancy Davis for asking the preschool to make some of the decorations for 

Game-a-Rama.  Thanks too for inviting us to come to the event and parade through the building.  

I’m not sure who enjoyed it the most: the preschool students and teachers or the Game-a-Rama 

attendees.  We appreciate you for bridging two of our church ministries together! 

 Happy spring and Easter blessings church family and friends!   
 

         Peace and prayers, 

         Judy 

mailto:humcpreschool@hampsteadumc.org
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Altar Flower Guild 

EASTER SERVICES will feature our wire cross to fill with blossoms from your 

yard (or perhaps you’ll pluck from a neighbor!).  Please bring your blossom with 

you to service on Easter and place it on the wire cross at the front of the Altar rail.  

After service on Sunday the cross will be placed by the highway for all to be  

reminded of our risen Lord.  We have ordered the Palms for the children’s  

processional on Palm Sunday and our team will be making the palm lapel crosses 

that are handed out during that service. 

 

The Altar Flower Guild operate without sponsors and thank you all for your continued sponsorship of 

the flowers each week.  We are excited that we can still offer $45 per week sponsor of an arrange-

ment when, like most all else, the cost of flowers has increased substantially.  Our team shops to  

procure the best product we can acquire at the best price. The purchase of live palms and plants for 

the entryway which help beautify the area for services, and special events such as our Easter celebra-

tion.  They also created a warm and inviting space when we decorated for Joann Long’s Memorial 

Service on March 19
th

 and will continue to be an inviting presence during Easter.   Special thanks to 

these hard-working Altar Flower team members whose grateful hearts and talented hands 

worked so well together to accomplish the things Joann’s family requested:   Renee 

Dykhuizen, Cindy McLeod, Gladys Booz, Judy Carter, Linda Thomas, Toddy Pullen, Nancy Da-

vis, Deborah Gouge and Addie Sellers. 

 

There are many open dates through the end of the year.  If you would like to sponsor an arrange-

ment, call the Church Office at 910-270-4648, to secure your date.  If you would like to secure a date 

annually, perpetual dates may also be reserved.   Currently needing sponsors:  May 1st, 29th t(2), 

June 3rd, 19th, 26th, July 17th, 24th,(2), 31(2). 

 

We are continuing to grow in our knowledge and experience of working special events and if it is a 

memorial for saints passed, we are available through Reverend Holliday.   Our team supports  

numerous missions and helps defray the expense that comes with funeral and wedding flowers.   

Stop by and pick up a pamphlet from the holder outside the office and this describes our offerings. 

   

One of the great joys of working on the Altar Flower Guild is bringing novice folks in and sharing the 

art of design.  It’s a skill that is acquired from the appreciation of God’s amazing creations. Come join 

us!  Please contact Brenda Sellers at xhersizesellers@gmail.com or Cindy McLeod at 

cmcleod5@ec.rr.com or call the church office if you are interested in becoming part of this guild.   

mailto:xhersizesellers@gmail.com
mailto:cmcleod5@ec.rr.com
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Cards & Letters... 
Dear HUMC family, 
Words cannot express how much it meant to John that his HUMC family included him 
in their prayers and thoughts with his battle against cancer for five months..   During 
his battle, the cards, flowers, meals and prayers brought a smile to his face.  Thank 
you and may God bless each and everyone of you!   
        In Christ,  
        Paulette Biles 

To HUMC,  
I would like to take the opportunity to thank all the parishioners for their prayers and 
get well cards.  Also, the people who put flowers on the alter in memory of a loved one 
and then donated them to be broken down into vases and had them delivered to  
parishioners who were ill and housebound.  I was one.  I received flowers and it helped 
brighten my spirits.  Hopefully I will be back soon.  God bless you all. 
 

                          —Karen Saari 

Dear HUMC Family, 
I wanted to say thank you to our awesome and faithful prayer team and all those  
members that have continually prayed for my son Clay Duke. He is clean and drug free 
and has returned to work.  Thank you all for your prayers as he continues to overcome 
addiction. 
          —Donna Diefenbach 

Our Church family, 

We would like to thank our church family for the many acts of love and kindness 
shown to us during Larry’s medical issues.  The meals, cards, text messages, calls and 
most of all the prayers, made such a difference in his recovery.  We feel so blessed to 
have such a caring and loving group of Prayer Warriors at Hampstead UMC.  We are 
so thankful and blessed to be a part of the HUMC family. 

         Thank You, 

                             Larry & Darlene David 
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Birthdays... Anniversaries... 

Altar Flowers... 

 Name Date 

 Jim & Betty Godwin April 01 

 Greg & Amy Mowrey April 04 

 Jim & Michelle Wells April 06 

 Craig & Treena Wolfenbarger April 07 

 Frank & Brenda Gibson April 09 

 Jon & Kerry  McDaniel April 09 

 Ken & Ruth Sheaffer April 11 

 Walt & Whitney Graves April 19 

 Neal & Wendy Purser April 20 

 John & Kerry Doerrmann April 24 

 Matt & Mary Martin April 26 

 Joe & Angela McGuire April 27 

 Jim & Erin Hock April 29 

 Allen & Janis Warwick April 30 

Date              Dedication 

April 3    Ken & Ruth Sheaffer... 

         “In celebration of our anniversary.” 

April 3    Linda Tedder... 

         “In loving memory of Mike Tedder.” 

April 10 Janet Toedt... 

          “In loving memory of Lyn Toedt’s birthday.” 

April 10 John & Peggy Harris... 

          “In celebration of Shirleen Spencer’s birthday.” 

April 17 Brenda Sellers... 

           “In celebration of Fia’s birthday.” 

April 17 Kathy McKinnon... 

           “In loving memory of Jack & Jean Kilory on  

    their 74th anniversary.” 

April 24  Mac & Linda Taylor... 

           “In loving memory of our son, Jim Taylor.” 

April 24 Mike, Carrie & Foster Johnson... 

           “In celebration of Alice Wren Johnson’s  

   10th birthday on April 30th.” 

Name Date 

Patricia Maynard April 01 

Linda Thomas  April 01 

Grace Wolfenbarger April 01 

Matthew McIntyre April 02 

Ellie Hock  April 03 

Rebecca Lawson April 03 

Beverly Batton April 04 

Tom Gertz April 04 

Barbara Jordan April 04 

Ethan Stone April 04 

David Piepmeyer April 05 

Brent Lawson  April 06 

Charlie McDaniel April 07 

James Williams April 07 

Kiersten Shirley  April 09 

Charlie Lane April 10 

Conne Schwarz  April 10 

Tim Weaver  April 10 

Rose Parker April 11 

Victoria Yates April 12 

Josh Martin April 13 

Alex Fennell  April 14 

Chris Fennell  April 14 

George Robertson April 14 

Megan Miller  April 16 

Brad Thomas April 17 

Harley Mullins April 19 

Tim Rootes April 19 

Diane Tomlinson April 19 

Melissa Capozio  April 20 

Connor Rogers April 21 

Chelsea Szobody April 21 

Michael Sutton April 21 

Gigi Whaley April 21 

Alice Comstock April 23 

Elaine Myers  April 23 

Charles Rooks April 24 

Steve Calarco April 25 

Rose Fisher April 25 

William Mueller April 25 

Emily Pickett April 25 

Jody Pooch April 25 

Steve Zerby April 25 

Rick Brown April 28 

Brendia Forbes April 29 

Colyn Miller  April 30 

Alice Wren Johnson April 30 


