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Skip’s Scoop 

THE MYSTERIOUS MIND OF GOD 
 One of my favorite scriptures comes from 1st Corinthians 4: 1, 
which says "This is how one should regard us (Christians) as servants of 
Christ and stewards of the mysteries of God." Begs the questions-- just 
how mysterious IS God? And how does that affect the manner in which 
He works with and through His people? 
 Firstly, I don't believe God intends to be mysterious at all. Most 
of the "mystery" comes from our inability to fully open ourselves to God, 
to listen to Him, and to be obedient to Him. What's perhaps most mys-
terious to us is why He doesn't see things OUR way!  (Thank You, Lord, 
for not giving in to THAT urge!)  I firmly believe that God is basically 
transparent, and that His very transparency is our greatest difficulty!   
 Give some thought to this--  How difficult is it (really!) for you 
to grasp the intentions of God?  He has very clearly told us what we need 
to do and to become in His scripture! He has shown us what we need to 
do and become with the example of His Son our Lord! Through His 
Holy Spirit, He has put a mind of wisdom in our hearts so that we might 
discern right from wrong, and act accordingly!  Reading, observing and 
intuiting-to me, that equates to transparency! 
 Secondly, God slips occurrences in on us that border on, if not 
equate to, miracles! I've said before and I'll say again, I don't believe in 
coincidence! Last month, several of us had been having what might be 
called “very animated discussions” on equipment for the new kitchen, 
and where the funding shortfall was going to come from.  Lo and be-
hold, a memorial gift was offered toward kitchen equipment! The solu-
tion came at the very hour that we were asking the question! That's only 
one instance where God has provided for us while we were just begin-
ning to come to grips with the need! 
 A miracle?  Ohhh-  probably not-- but again, our God is NOT a 
God of "coincidence"!  I don't believe the new visitors, the new babies, 
the new energy is by accident!  The new folks who will be joining our 
church family very shortly see the presence of God here! There are great 
things happening in this special part of God's Kingdom! Look around--  
get involved --  don't miss the wonder of our God at work! 
       —Skip  
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The world, our nation and our churches are facing a huge challenge.  How we respond will have a profound 

impact on the rest of our lives.  We have suspended formal worship services, at the Bishop’s request, and 

how long this will continue is not known at this time. 

 

I have been working with Skip to come up with a way to live stream or record and stream a modified worship 

service.  I say modified because with just Sip and me in the service you do not want us to sing the hymns.  Be 

that as it may, we have come up with a method to put our modified services up on our website either live or 

recorded and put up very soon after the service is over.  We are also looking at a way to live stream our ser-

vice on Facebook and or YouTube.  This means that you will have to become familiar with one or all these 

media outlets. 

 

In the last edition of our newsletter I said I would begin to explain how to use our website.  Now is the per-

fect time to start with how to view our services on the website.  I will explain how to do this on Facebook or 

You Tube later, after I learn how to do it. 

 

First, you need a computer or a very smart phone.  If you don’t have a computer or smartphone, borrow one 

from your grandbaby.  I can say that without hesitation because the only people without computers are most 

likely grandparents.  Go to the web browser and enter hampsteadumc.org as a web address or Google search 

entry.  If you go the Google route you only have to click on what comes up related to HUMC.  If you have no 

idea what I am talking about, go outside and stop the first child you see and ask him or her to help you.  I’m 

sure they will be able to help you.  Just kidding, let me know and I will get you help. 

 

Once you are safely in the HUMC website you will see boxes across the top with words such as Home, About 

Us, Ministries, etc.  All you need to do is click on one of them and you will go to that page; but, before you 

do, scroll down and look at what is below.  This is our Home page and it is full of good information. 

Back to the services that will be available to you.  There will be a box that will say Services or something simi-

lar just as soon as it is set up.  Click on it and follow the instructions to begin watching the service either live 

or recorded. 

 

Again, please take advantage of this alternative form of worship and pray that it is very temporary.  Another 

thought is that the church needs our continued financial support and without a collection plate to pass we 

need to find a way keep our tithes and offerings flowing in.  The bills have not been suspended. 

May God Bless and Keep Us Strong, 

       —Walt Makaryk, Communications Chair 

Communications:  We All Need Our Website More Than Ever 
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Music Notes 

Hey Folks!!!! 

 

In these uncertain times, one thing we can count on for sure!  

(Well…make that 2!!!)  Easter is coming, and this picture, a fa-

vorite of mine by Johnny Hart, is going to be in my Easter-month 

article!!!!   
 

Right now, I have no idea what we have in store for us until this 

virus moves on through.  Lives are being rearranged for sure!  

Strange times! 

 

But I found myself singing a random Praise Anthem today, and I want to share those words with 

you.  (I wish it was a well-known tune so you could sing along…. It’s an upbeat song and tempo… 

But you’ll just have to trust me on that part!)  It’s titled I Turn to You by Rachel Sledding. 

 

 Where do I go in times of tribulation? 

 Where do I go in times of war? 

 Where do I go when all I have is taken away? 

 I lean on your everlasting arms! 

 

 Refrain:  I turn to You, with all of my heart, Lord. 

      I turn to You, with all of my strength. 

      I turn to You, and Shout!  Hallelujah! 

      I turn to You, my merciful God. 

 

   You give me strength in times of weakness 

   Courage to be strong 

   Faithfulness and love forevermore 

   You give me joy everlasting 

   And peace in my soul 

   I lean on your everlasting arms. 

  

 Repeat Refrain! 

 

Then again, you could always just sing “Leaning on the Everlasting Arms” and get the same mes-

sage!!! 

 

Speaking of singing…. Here’s a tip!  It is now recommended you wash your hands for 20 seconds.  

So… sing Row, Row, Row Your Boat, at a leisurely pace, twice, and that’s your 20 seconds!!!  That, 

or sing the Jeopardy ditty they play for the final question… the whole thing.  That works too! 

 

Stay safe!  Stay healthy!  The Son will rise, no matter what!!  Happy Easter!!! 

 

Yours in Song! 

Patti  
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All Aboard!  Volunteer Opportunities for Vacation Bible School 

It's the Rocky Railway Vacation Bible School (July 27-31, 9AM-12PM, ages 3-5th grade).  

Thanks to those volunteers who have signed up so far! 

 

If you are unable to sign up in the Youth Center and are willing to help, please send an email to  

Betsy Williams (financialsec@hampsteadumc.org) indicating your interest.   

 

Just a few more spaces to fill for our VBS Team!  Check out this link to view available volunteer jobs--you 

can sign up online too!  Just click the “register” button; click the dropdown box: “What positions are you in-

terested in?” and all available positions will appear. Sign up now at: 

https://vbspro.events/p/events/58d78f 

Registration for participants will be available on-line May 1st. 

           —Peggy Harris  

Martha’s Kitchen 

  God bless and good health to you from Martha's Kitchen. We are still here to help you if you are in need of 

a meal. We are  relying on our members to make meals for others, and we know they are willing to do so. As 

far as need, please contact The Congregational Care Committee Trudy W. or Deloris R., Nancy D. or Dixie 

H. We will arrange for a meal to be dropped off at your home. If you are able to make a meal and freeze it, 

please contact us also. Stay well and God Bless. 

          —Dixie Hampel 



 

 

United Methodist Men 

Recent News: Joe Griggs Fire Br igade activated, Br idger -Burns Debris Team 

in action; kudos to the following team members: Joe Bridger, Tom Burns,  

Clarence Lewis, Joh Harris, Pete Long, John Phelps, Greg Leemhuis, Mal Myers, 

Larry Davis, and Skip Williams for their efforts in making the church grounds cleaner and safer! 

 

Next meeting April 4th 8AM at the YC 

“Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; Do not be discouraged, for the 

Lord your God will be with you wherever you go.” Joshua 1: NIV 

I just watched the final episode of A Chef’s Life. Vivian Howard (chef of “The Chef and the Farmer”) had a 

dinner for all the people that have helped, and continue to help her and her husband, Ben with the show and 

their restaurant in Kinston. I found the show to have a strong family feel to it, just like her other shows, but this 

one was different. This was the FINAL show. One of the guests, “Miss Lilly” an old Kinstonian that taught 

Vivian about cooking certain “southern things” like Fried Chicken, was asked at one point what she felt about 

the TV series. She said that she has been approached by people she did not know saying “I love you Miss 

Lillie.” She said that made her feel good. It made her feel like she had done something to help somebody. At 

the show’ s end, all of these people were sitting at a long table in the middle of a corn field having dinner to-

gether. Being this is the season of Lent/Easter, I couldn’t help but think of the Last Supper. Jesus, knowing 

what was ahead for him, was leaving his “earthly family.” I wonder if he felt a sense of impending loss, the 

friendships made, the lives touched AND changed were about to become a thing of the past. The HUMC  

family has dealt with quite a lot these last couple of years, but I must say, this sequester that has been placed 

before us is a tough one. I truly miss seeing everyone – the smiles, the hugs, the fellowship of being together. 

The sharing of the joy we know that lies ahead for us. From that, we must find strength to continue moving 

forward both as a church family and as individuals. Let us continue to be in touch with one other, whether by 

phone, email, or carrier pigeon! Find a means to keep that “family” feel within you. Like the song says, “The 

times they are a changing”. Christ the Messiah is ever closer to His return and through our family, we can keep 

that reality alive! Be safe and show His love. 

“The light shines in the darkness and the darkness has not overcome it.” John 1:5 NIV 

        Shalom, Al Smith  
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United Methodist Women 

Hampstead United Methodist Women's 1st quarterly meeting was held Saturday, March 24th. A 

bag lunch and pie was enjoyed by an enthusiastic group gathered to  prayerfully brainstorm and 

discuss ongoing plans for 2020 missions within the church and community.   

Game-A-Rama was postponed until September 10th.   

HUMW Spiritual Retreat is scheduled for April 18th in our brand new Activity Center. 

           —Bonnie Smith 

MUNCH—BackPack Meals Program 

 As with every other function and event going on things are a lit-

tle disorganized, to state the least!  Since schools are closed for at least 

two weeks, the MUNCH Team is trying to come up with alternative de-

livery methods. 

 Unfortunately, at this time the Pender County School officials 

will not allow us to use school facilities.  (We are not a school function per se).  In addition, since our re-

cipients are not known by our team, delivery becomes a bit of a logistic problem. 

 We are working on several options to deliver food to our MUNCH recipients.  Hopefully, when 

my next report comes out, this will all be behind us. 

 Keep all our church families, our MUNCH families, and all those who are impacted by this virus 

situation in your prayers! 

         —Chip Davis, HUMC MUNCH BackPack Program Coordinator 

Congregational Care Ministry 

Hello everyone—the last few weeks have certainly been a time of uncertainty for our country.  We 

could have never imagined that we would be practicing social distancing and isolation in a world 

where we strive to stay connected to one another.  There is much anxiety about what our future 

holds.  This is a time when we need to feel connected and assured of a helping hand.  Please know 

that HUMC’S  Congregational Care Ministry is always available to assist with the needs of our congre-

gation.  If you, or someone in the congregation you know, is in need of prayer, a caring phone call, or 

maybe an uplifting  card please let us know.   

This is a time where we should all remember 1 Peter 5:7 (Give all your worries and cares to God, for 

he cares about what happens to you). 

We  pray that each of you would remain safe and healthy in the days to come until we are able to reu-

nite together in God’s house of worship. 

Blessings, 

Delores Riley/Trudy Wilder---CCM Coordinators 

910-232-4773   910-619-6579 
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The Little White Church ...That Could 

Curious what is being built on the west side of route 17 across from the Village Café and TD Bank and a little 

South of ACE hardware and Dunkin Donuts? 

 

It’s simple; “The Little White Church” That Could is coming back to life in a Not So Little fashion. 

God’s children are hard at work rebuilding the Hampstead United Methodist Church. Hurricanes Florence and 

Dorian decided the church needed a new roof, interior and major re-construction. At the same time, a brand 

new 12,000 square foot activity center (largest of its kind in Hampstead) is being added to serve the Hamp-

stead community and touch the lives of many more people in this rapidly growing area.  

 

This is a story of birth, rebirth and growth of a Church that started as a “Little White Church” over 113 years 

ago and now serves the people of Hampstead, Scotts Hill, Holly Ridge, Surf City, Topsail, Rocky Point, 

Burgaw, Wilmington and further.  
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“The Little White Church” ...That Could                      (Continued) 

http://www.HampsteadUNC.org
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Birthdays... Anniversaries... 

Altar Flowers... 

Date              Dedication 

April 5   Ken & Ruth Sheaffer... 

        “In celebration of our wedding anniversary.” 

April 12 Janet Toedt... 

         “In loving memory of Lynn Toedt’s birthday.” 

April 19  Stephen & Brenda Sellers... 

         “In celebration of Fia’s 4th birthday.” 

April 26 Mac & Linda Taylor... 

          “In loving memory of my son Jim Taylor.” 

___________________________________________________ 

Once the sanctuary re-opens we will return to two dedications per Sunday.  

There are still many openings throughout the remainder of the year.   

Please contact the church office (office@hampsteadumc.org)  if you would 

like to sponsor an arrangement.  These are on a first come, first serve basis.  

We will try to list available dates in the church bulletin and in  

the newsletter. Thank you! 

 Name Date 

 Jim & Betty Godwin April 01 

 Jim & Michelle Wells April 06 

 Craig & Treena Wolfenbarger April 07 

 Frank & Brenda Gibson April 09 

 Jon & Kerry  McDaniel April 09 

 Ken & Ruth Sheaffer April 11 

 Neal & Wendy Purser April 20 

 Matt & Mary Martin April 26 

 Jim & Erin Hock April 29 

 Allen & Janis Warwick April 30 

Name Date 

Patricia Maynard April 01 

Linda Thomas  April 01 

Grace Wolfenbarger April 01 

Matthew McIntyre April 02 

Ellie Hock  April 03 

Rebecca Lawson April 03 

Beverly Batton April 04 

Angela Bridger April 04 

Tom Gertz April 04 

Barbara Jordan April 04 

David Piepmeyer April 05 

Brent Lawson  April 06 

Charlie McDaniel April 07 

James Williams April 07 

Kiersten Shirley  April 09 

Charlie Lane April 10 

Conne Schwarz  April 10 

Tim Weaver  April 10 

Rose Parker April 11 

Victoria Yates April 12 

Josh Martin April 13 

Alex Fennell  April 14 

Chris Fennell  April 14 

Megan Miller  April 16 

Brad Thomas April 17 

Mindy Weaver April 17 

Harley Mullins April 19 

Tim Rootes April 19 

Diane Tomlinson April 19 

Melissa Capozio  April 20 

Connor Rogers April 21 

Chelsea Szobody April 21 

Mike Sutton April 21 

Gigi Whaley April 21 

Alice Comstock April 23 

Elaine Myers  April 23 

Vi Whitmore  April 23 

Charles Rooks April 24 

Steve Calarco April 25 

Rose Fisher April 25 

William Mueller April 25 

Emily Pickett April 25 

Jody Pooch April 25 

Steve Zerby April 25 

Rick Brown April 28 

Brendia Forbes April 29 

Colyn Miller  April 30 


