
Small Groups Questions 
Romans 3:21-31


1. Read Romans 3:21-31 together. What stood out to you about these verses from 
Sunday’s sermon, the Going Deeper webinar, or your own reading?


2. Look at Romans 3:21-26. List everything you see God doing in these verses?


3. Instead of a dry, academic exercise for the head, studying theology should inspire 
us to worship Jesus from the heart. Read Definitions for Key Theological Concepts 
in Romans 3 (page 2). How do these rich theological ideas inspire you to worship?


4. Read Romans 3:27 & 1 Corinthians 1:26-31. Why is “our boasting” excluded? What 
does it mean to “boast in the Lord”? How can you boast in the Lord this week?


Prayer Requests …


Please join Carrie Lelsz for 40 Days of Prayer (Feb. 24 - April 4) each Wednesday between 6-7pm

in-person, outside on the patio. For more information, email carrie@cypresschurch.org. 



Definitions for Key Theological 
Concepts in Romans 3 

1. RIGHTEOUSNESS (3:21). Righteousness is an innate character trait of God alone. 
But it is also a gift God gives to all who have faith in Christ. When we believe in Je-
sus, God imputes Christ’s very own righteousness to us.


2. SIN (3:23). Sin is an oppressive power that rules over everyone born into this world. 
It causes us to rebel against God in thought, word, and deed. It leaves us spiritually 
dead, separated from God, and destined for hell if we die without faith in Christ.


3. JUSTIFICATION (3:24). Justification is God declaring all those who have faith in 
Christ to be righteous, despite the fact we are unrighteous! Justification should bring 
to mind a courtroom scene and a judge declaring the accused not guilty. 

4. REDEMPTION (3:24). Redemption is God freeing everyone who has faith in Christ 
from sin’s slavery. It elicits images of a slave market and Christ paying the price 
through His death and resurrection to free us to be with Him.


5. GRACE (3:24). Grace is God doing His good work in our lives; it's God doing what 
only God can do. Grace is why God made a way for us to be saved in Christ. The 
gospel, then, is a gift of God’s grace, and so is the faith God gives us to believe it.


6. FAITH (3:25). Faith is a gift from God; it’s our trusting response to the good work 
God has done (and is doing!) in our lives because of Christ. Faith moves our will to 
actively cooperate with God so we can do His will by the power of the Holy Spirit.


7. PROPITIATION (3:25) Propitiation is God atoning for our sins through the sacrificial 
death of Christ. It evokes images of the Old Testament temple and a spotless lamb 
being sacrificed as a substitute for a sinner. Jesus’ death satisfied the demands of 
God’s Law for justice regarding our sin and it appeased God’s wrath against our sin.


