
 
Small Group Questions 

Questions People Asked Jesus #5 - How often will my brother sin against me and I forgive him? - Matt. 18:21-22 
REMINDER: The purpose of our small groups at Cypress is to learn to love one another. We seek to do this as we: 1. Study the Bible together; 2. Discuss how to put it                                  
into practice; 3. Pray together; and 4. Live life together. Please use these questions only as they help you achieve this purpose. You will notice that these questions are                             
structured according to the three basic principles of Bible study - observation, interpretation, and application. 

1. Sermon Link: If you missed the sermon on Sunday, you can find it at cypresschurch.org.  
 
2. Read it: Read Matthew 18:21-22. What was your take-away from the sermon? 
 
3. Observation – What do you see? 

This is a powerful question that pierces the heart of Christian belief. As Christians, we believe that the world is not as                      
it should be, that’s it’s marred by sin and brokenness. The brokenness that comes due to sin is palpable, especially                    
with those closest to us. Take a moment and read the previous section of Matthew 18 (v. 7-20), along with this                     
Sunday’s text (v. 21-22). Compare how Jesus feels about forgiveness of sinful people, to how we often feel. What are                    
the differences? 

 
 
 
 
 
4. Interpretation – What does it mean? 

Forgiveness is much easier said than done - but it’s something commanded of us from God. Take a moment and                    
consider the four scriptures that Ben referenced about forgiveness, found below. Write out a statement               
summarizing each verse in your own words.  
 
Matthew 6:15 
 
Ephesians 4:32 
 
Colossians 3:13 
 
Mark 11:25 
 
 
Recognize that Jesus is not making a “works-based salvation” argument, however, he is clearly linking the condition                 
of our heart to being forgiven by God. Read the verses immediately following Jesus’ answer to Peter’s question,                  
Matthew 18:23-35. What is Jesus trying to illustrate about forgiveness, that Peter was struggling to grasp? 
 
 
 

 
 
5. Application – How does this apply? 

Take a moment and search your heart. Who are you struggling to forgive? As Ben noted in his closing story of Corie                      
ten Boom, forgiveness usually isn’t easy, and it may even feel beyond your capacity to forgive. The good news is,                    
forgiveness is a spiritual act, one empowered by a God that has forgiven the worst of sins. As believers who claim                     
the power of the resurrection, it’s our duty to seek forgiveness, and to give it - even if we must ask God to do it on                          
our behalf.  


