
 
Small Group Questions 

Questions People Asked Jesus #4 - What should we do with doubt? - Luke 7:18-30 

REMINDER: The purpose of our small groups at Cypress is to learn to love one another. We seek to do this as we: 1. Study the Bible together; 2. Discuss                              
how to put it into practice; 3. Pray together; and 4. Live life together. Please use these questions only as they help you achieve this purpose. You will notice                             
that these questions are structured according to the three basic principles of Bible study - observation, interpretation, and application. 

1. Sermon Link: If you missed the sermon on Sunday, you can find it at cypresschurch.org.  
 
2. Read it: Read Luke 7:18-30. What was your take-away from the sermon? 
 
3. Observation – What do you see? 

Pastor Ben noted that John the Baptist’s question was precipitated by two important points of context. First,                 
John had been unjustly put in prison and had been there for almost one year; he’d had a lot of time to think.                       
Second, Jesus had been doing many miraculous things (Luke 6-7) that caused people to think that maybe he                  
was “the one who was to come.” Put yourself in John’s shoes - what might he have been pondering that                    
made him question who Jesus was? 

 
 
 
 
 
4. Interpretation – What does it mean? 

At the height of John’s ministry, he was proclaiming that Jesus was the one who was to come (John 1:15,                    
29-35), whom they had been waiting for. Now, one year later, in Luke 7, John is questioning whether he was                    
correct in proclaiming Jesus as “the one who was to come”. John is having some serious doubts. Do John’s                   
doubts mean that he’s “lost his faith”? Are doubt and faith mutually exclusive? Why or why not? How could                   
doubt be premature faith? 
 

 
 
 

 
Jesus did not scold John for his doubts, far from it. Instead, Jesus noted 6 specific things that he had done.                     
These are not 6 random things. Instead, they are carefully chosen due to their significance regarding what                 
was prophesied about “the one who is to come”. Read Isaiah 29:18, Isaiah 35:5-6 and Isaiah 61:1-2 and note                   
what Isaiah says about what “the one who is to come” would do.  
 
 
 
 

 
OPTIONAL QUESTION: When Jesus answers John’s question about doubt, he doesn’t simply ask John to               
believe, imploring him to simply have more faith. Instead, Jesus notes a list of things that he has been doing.                    
In other words, Jesus shows him his deeds. Read James 1:22-27 and 2:14-26 - What did James, the younger                   
brother of Jesus, learn about living out your faith from his big brother Jesus? 
 

 
5. Application – How does this apply? 

Think about your life since you accepted Christ as your King, and began to follow him. If you’ve been                   
following Jesus for more than a few months, you’ve likely had some times of intense faith, as well as some                    
which were characterized more by times of doubt. What caused your doubts? Were your questions               
answered? If you feel comfortable, share some of your doubts (past or present) with your group. 


