
 
Small Group Questions 

Questions People Asked Jesus #3 - Should we pay taxes to Caesar or not? - Mark 12:13-17 

REMINDER: The purpose of our small groups at Cypress is to learn to love one another. We seek to do this as we: 1. Study the Bible together; 2. Discuss                              
how to put it into practice; 3. Pray together; and 4. Live life together. Please use these questions only as they help you achieve this purpose. You will notice                             
that these questions are structured according to the three basic principles of Bible study - observation, interpretation, and application. 

1. Sermon Link: If you missed the sermon on Sunday, you can find it at cypresschurch.org.  
 
2. Read it: Read Mark 12:13-17. What was your take-away from the sermon? 
 
3. Observation – What do you see? 

Pastor Ben explained that this question had come from some of the religious leaders, who had less than                  
pure intentions. What were the religious leaders seeking to do by asking Jesus questions? And if they were                  
successful, what would it result in?  

 
 
 
 
 
4. Interpretation – What does it mean? 

When we look at the answer that Jesus gives about paying taxes, we see the different phases that the                   
people go through in thinking about who’s money it is. Pastor Ben noted the three phases are 1. It’s my                    
money, 2. No, it’s Caesars money, and finally 3. It’s time to pay up. As we consider who truly owns the things                      
that we traditionally consider “ours”, how does it affect our desire to give them up? 

 
 
 

 
 
Jesus lived a questionable life, in that the way he did things made others question deeper and more                  
thoroughly than they originally intended. Jesus’ answer to the religious leaders question was twofold: Give               
to Caesar what is Caesar’s, and give to God what is God’s. Read Genesis 1:26, and Deuteronomy 11:18. What                   
does these verses say about our identity? What does this mean for how we see ourselves and what we live                    
our lives for? 
 
 
 
 
Optional Question: Read Ephesians 1:1-14. As you read, count the number of times you see the phrase “in                  
him”, and the number of pronouns relating to Jesus (he, him, his, etc). What does this say about our identity                    
and standing with God? Also, how does this new identity and standing change how we view the purpose of                   
our lives? 
 
 
 
 

 
5. Application – How does this apply? 

Jesus always seeks to shift our understanding of our identity from earthly things to heavenly things. Once we                  
recognize that this earth is not our eternal home, that we’ve been bought with a price (1 Cor. 6:19-20 and                    
given a new heart, we can learn to live our lives and seek the will of God above our own (Col. 3:1-2). What                       
practical step can you take to help you remember on a daily basis, that you’ve been redeemed by Jesus, and                    
given a new purpose for your life? 


