
 
681 Monterey-Salinas Hwy


Salinas, CA 93908


Dr. Edward Moreno MD, MPH

Health Officer of the County of Monterey

May 7, 2020


Subject: Request for an Amendment to Permit Sunday Church Services 
______________________________________________________________________________


Dear Dr. Moreno:


On behalf of Cypress Community Church members, I am writing to respectively request 
you allow our congregation - and other churches in Monterey County - to meet for in-
person services beginning June 1. (I have cc’d twelve other churches on this letter. For 
clarity’s sake, while the pastors of these churches are my friends, I am not writing on 
their behalf. Rather, I am making them aware of my request to you.) 


Our church has complied with the County’s shelter-in-place orders since March 17, 
2020. By the end of May, we will have been shut down for two and half months. This 
compliance meant not being able to celebrate Easter together, a first in Monterey 
County’s history. More than merely comply, being on Sheriff Steve Bernal’s clergy 
council, I was asked to encourage other pastors not to meet for Easter, which I did.


After two months, more is known about Covid-19. Hard data and observable scientific 
evidence has been accumulated. Local hospitals are prepared and have protocols. The 
County’s own statistical tracking shows that while there has been a steady increase in 
new cases, there have been no “surges”. Tragically, six people have died. This 
represents 0.00001% of our County’s 460,000 residents. 


I have also observed “essential” businesses like Costco in Sand City, Walmart in 
Marina, and Home Depot host several hundred people at one time. Despite these 
concentrated gatherings, the County’s data show no “surges”. These businesses have 
practiced the County’s social distancing requirements. I am asking you to allow 
churches to reopen and do the same.


Dr. Moreno, when churches are closed, the community suffers. Our church is involved 
in five local homeless ministries representing hundreds of men, women, and children. 
These had to stop on March 17, 2020. Likewise, church doors have been closed to 
helping people cope with the full spectrum of mental health issues triggered by this 
pandemic. The hub of our ministries and community services is our Sunday service.


Before I move on, thank you for the “drive-in” church option outlined in the most recent 
order. It was a nice concession. Unfortunately, it’s impractical for most churches in the 
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middle of this pandemic. The amount of work it takes to put on a weekly outdoor 
service, combined with “minimum necessary activity” restrictions outlined in the order 
(Section 13g) render it unworkable.


At Cypress Community Church, our sanctuary has the capacity to seat more than 550 
people in five distinct areas. We have put a lot of time and energy into Covid-19 
planning and protocols. I propose we restrict each Sunday services to no more 
than 150 people; 30 people in each of five distinct areas. In addition to County 
requirements (Section 13k), we will enact the following 20 social distancing protocols:


• Clear signage outside and inside reiterating the County’s social distancing guidelines

• Separate entrances and exits for each of the five sections in the sanctuary

• All ushers to wear gloves and face masks

• Gloves and face masks made available for people as they enter sanctuary

• Hand sanitizer available in multiple locations

• Yellow tape on pews to clearly identifying 6 feet distance between family units

• Every second pew taped-off

• Only thirty people in each of the five distinct sections with every family unit 6 feet apart

• All Bibles, pens, connection cards removed from pews

• No offering plates passed

• No handshaking or greeting time

• No communion in Sunday services during the month of June

• No refreshments available before, during, or after the service

• People encouraged to leave right after the service

• People dismissed from sanctuary one area at a time

• One full hour between each service

• Sanctuary and common areas thoroughly cleaned between services, including bathrooms

• Extra outdoor portable bathroom facilities made available

• Restroom waiting areas clearly marked to indicate 6 feet waiting spaces

• Training for staff, elders, and ushers regarding social distancing protocols


With all this in mind, Dr. Moreno, I respectfully request you amend your order to allow 
churches to reopen for Sunday services with County social distancing requirements 
beginning June 1. Our Christian faith is the essential aspect of our lives. Keeping 
churches closed is now causing more harm than good for needy people. Concentrated 
gatherings at “essential” big box stores have shown it can be done safely. 

Thank you for your consideration, Dr. Moreno. If you would like talk or take a tour of our 
facility to see what we have planned, please email ben@cypresschurch.org or call my 
cell at 831-917-3560. I look forward to hearing from you.


Grace and peace,


Ben Sobels 
Ben Sobels, Senior Pastor


cc: Mike Wiese of Monterey Church, Tim Yee of Carmel Presbyterian Church, Kevin Harney of Shoreline Community Church, Tony 
Traback of Wellspring Church, Nate Holdridge of Calvary Monterey, Don Scott of Calvary Chapel Salinas, Matt Gersonde of Refuge 
Church, Mark Simmons of Salinas Valley Community Church, Mark DaVee of Cypress Church in Gonzales, Grant Combs of 
Lighthouse Baptist Church, Dave Hong of Sanctuary Bible Church, Orville Myers of Carmel Valley Bible Church.
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