
 
Small Group Questions 

1 Thessalonians 2:13-3:10 - Manny Collazo 
REMINDER: The purpose of our small groups at Cypress is to learn to love one another. We seek to do this as we: 1. Study the Bible together; 2. Discuss how to put it                                  
into practice; 3. Pray together; and 4. Live life together. Please use these questions only as they help you achieve this purpose. You will notice that these questions are                             
structured according to the three basic principles of Bible study - observation, interpretation, and application. 

1. Sermon Link: Read 1 Thessalonians 2:13-3:10. What was your take-away from Sunday’s sermon? 

 

2. Observation - What do you see? 

Paul focuses heavily in 2:17-3:10 on his eagerness to see the church again. Take a moment and count all the                    

times that Paul refers to his joy for the Thessalonian church, and his desire to contact or visit them. What does                     

this say about the community of God’s people? What value is there in regularly meeting together?  
 

 

 

 

 

3. Interpretation – What does it mean? 

The popular phrase “absence makes the heart grow fonder” seems to be on Paul’s mind in verses 17-20. He                   

notes that their forced separation only made him more eager to see the Thessalonians face to face. Why do you                    

think people feel this way when separated from those we love? What does it say about how we’re made that we                     

feel this loss and longing to be reunited with those closest to us? 

 

 

 

 

 

Manny noted that our receptivity to the gospel, and God’s word in general, is an indicator that the gospel is                    

working in our lives. New Testament scholar David Nienhuis says this about the current state of Bible illiteracy: 
“For well over twenty years now, Christian leaders have been lamenting the loss of general biblical literacy in America. … Some among us may be tempted                          

to seek odd solace in the recognition that our culture is increasingly post-Christian. … Much to our embarrassment, however, it has become increasingly                       

clear that the situation is really no better among confessing Christians, even those who claim to hold the Bible in high regard.” 

Have you found it difficult at times to read and understand the Bible? Has this caused you to press on and learn                      

more, or has it caused you to step back from God’s word? 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Application – How does this apply? 

Take a few moments and examine your life over the past few months or years. In your estimation, is the gospel                     
working in your life? Can you characterize yourself as being receptive to God’s word, being resilient in suffering,                  
and as experiencing resistance from God’s enemy? 


