
 
Small Group Questions 

1 Thessalonians 5:12-28 - Manny Collazo 
REMINDER: The purpose of our small groups at Cypress is to learn to love one another. We seek to do this as we: 1. Study the Bible together; 2. Discuss how to put it                                  
into practice; 3. Pray together; and 4. Live life together. Please use these questions only as they help you achieve this purpose. You will notice that these questions are                             
structured according to the three basic principles of Bible study - observation, interpretation, and application. 

1. Sermon Link: Read 1 Thessalonians 5:12-28. What was your take-away from Sunday’s sermon? 

 

2. Observation - What do you see? 

As you read verses 12-28, take note of what seems like something you’d find easy to do, and what seems more                     

challenging. Is Paul’s challenge to the believers doable? Write down the one thing from these verses that you                  

struggle most to put into practice, and ask the Lord to help you with it. 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Interpretation – What does it mean? 

Paul begins his closing admonition with a plea for the people to respect and esteem their leaders. Our culture                   

today assumes that those in positions of leadership are not worthy of them, or that we could likely to a better                     

job. Scandals about leaders, both in the church and the culture, seem ever-present. So, how do we respect                  

leaders who we assume these negative things about? Paul notes in Hebrews 13:16-18 a similar plea to respect                  

and honor leaders, but includes the value prayers for leaders as well. How can we learn to respect, submit to,                    

and honor those called to leadership, while recognizing that they are imperfect and sinful, just as we are? 

 

 

 

 

 

The famed author E.M. Bounds wrote “Our praying needs to be pressed and pursued with an energy that never                   

tires, a persistency which will not be denied, and a courage that never fails.” Paul notes in verses 16-17 that we                     

are to “rejoice always” and “pray without ceasing”. This isn’t something that Paul is simply saying, without                 

expecting the Thessalonian believers, and us by extension, to actually do. What does it look like to rejoice always                   

and pray without ceasing?  

 

 

 

 

 

4. Application – How does this apply? 

The gospel works! For the last 8 weeks, we’ve seen various aspects of how the gospel impacts the lives of those                     

who believe it, and seek to live it out. What has stuck out in your mind from our study in 1 Thessalonians, and                       

how have you begun to put it into practice? 


