
 
Small Group Questions 

1 Thessalonians Introduction - Eric Larson 
REMINDER: The purpose of our small groups at Cypress is to learn to love one another. We seek to do this as we: 1. Study the Bible together; 2. Discuss how to put it                                  
into practice; 3. Pray together; and 4. Live life together. Please use these questions only as they help you achieve this purpose. You will notice that these questions are                             
structured according to the three basic principles of Bible study - observation, interpretation, and application. 

COMMITMENT: There are certain commitments we can make to each other that will open the way for us to learn to love                      
one another. If you desire to join a Cypress small group, you are making the following five commitments to those in your                      
small group –  

● I will make our weekly gatherings a high priority on my schedule 
● I will be on time, come prepared, and participate 
● I will honestly and transparently share and keep confidential what others share 
● I will look for opportunities to invite others who aren’t yet following Jesus to join us 
● I will remain open to this small group multiplying (if the group gets too big to be small) 

1. Sermon Link: Read Acts 17:1-10a. What was your take-away from Sunday’s sermon introduction to 1               

Thessalonians? 

 

 

2. Observation - What do you see? 

Timothy reported to Paul that the believers in Thessalonica were strong and courageous in spite of intense                 

religious persecution against them. How is that possible? What might this imply about the work of the Holy                  

Spirit in their spiritual birth? 

 

 

 

 

3. Interpretation – What does it mean? 

In 1 Thessalonians, Paul highly praises the believers for their brave stand for Christ and strongly encourages                 

them to keep it up. He also asks them to “encourage one another and build one another up, just as you are                      

(already) doing.” In a church context, why is encouraging one another essential? How does encouragement build                

others up? 

 

 

 

 

At the end of this letter, Paul gave the believers a list of 15 practical ways to encourage one another. Which of                      

these resonated most with you? 

 

 

 

 

4. Application – How does this apply? 

How is the Holy Spirit using this introduction to 1 Thessalonians to speak to your heart?  

 


