
This is the St Andrews quarterly informational newsletter to keep you 

informed on how God is working through medical outreach. 

God in The Midst of Tragedy 

This is our fourth and final newsletter of 2017.  It is the goal of this 

newsletter to share just some of the ways God is growing His church 

and how he uses mercy medical missions to that end.  In our first 

newsletter in January 2017, we shared with you about the ministry of 

Dr. Roger Guillen and the other ministries for teenage mothers and 

young boys through the work of MTW missionaries and the many 

new and growing churches in La Ceiba, Honduras.   Now let us share 

with you the rest of that story about how God used a disaster in 

Honduras to grow His church around the world. 

Global Disaster Response Ministry 

In 1998, a devastating hurricane all but destroyed Honduras.  The 

storm wrecked about 35,000 houses and damaged another 50,000, 

leaving up to 1.5 million people homeless, or about 20% of the 

country's population.  At least 7,000 people were killed and it set the 

country’s economy back 50 years.  One of the islands off the coast not 

far from La Ceiba was a direct hit and was utterly destroyed.  MTW 

sent a medical team to that island and through their mercy medical 

ministry key relationships were established.  This first MTW disaster 

response led to a permanent long-term missionary presence in the 

country that began multiple church plants.  Those church plants began 

mercy outreach to their communities which led more MTW medical 

teams to come and serve alongside the local pastors and their 

congregations.  These medical teams inspired Dr Guillan, who was 

from La Ceiba, who became a Christian and now serves his 

community full time as a medical missionary in his home community.  

None of this would have happened had it not been for that first team 
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to respond to God’s calling in the midst of unspeakable disaster.  

Since that first response, MTF has fielded a Global Disaster Response 

(GDR) Team to over 32 disasters around the world. 

 

Just like the scheduled short-term medical teams, the GDR team 

responds only at the request of the local national church or the local 

missionary on the ground.  Disaster response is broken up into four 

general phases.  Phase one is the rescue phase and happens 

immediately after the disaster and lasts from a few days to a few 

weeks.  The local community and specially trained government and 

NGO teams respond during the rescue phase.  Phase two is the relief 

phase and this is when the GDR team gets involved.  As soon as the 

disaster occurs MTW is in touch with local missionaries and church 

pastors in the affected area.  At their request, a small mobile 

assessment and response team is sent to assess the situation and 

determine if a medical team is needed.  If a GDR medical team is 

needed then within a few weeks of the disaster a team is sent in.  

These teams are self-sufficient and set up camp amongst the refugees 

to live and serve amongst the affected community.  After the 

immediate medical needs have been met, the GDR transitions to the 

third phase which is recovery.  Building teams replace the medical 

teams and work alongside the church and the community to help in 

the rebuilding of homes and businesses.  The final phase of a disaster 

is mitigation.  Through the relationships established during the relief 

and recovery phases, GDR continues to work alongside the church 

and the community on public health education, good building 

practices, disaster preparedness plans and more. 

 

GDR works in dangerous and remote corners of the world where 

infrastructure and basic institutions have broken down.  Only those 

who are called to serve in these difficult and stressful situations and 

who have been trained are invited to participate.  GDR training only 

occurs every few years. This year, 27 students instructed by 17 GDR 

volunteers were trained for a week in the rural countryside of 

Pennsylvania through the generous support of the Gospel Fellowship 

PCA. 

 

In the widely-read book, “When Helping Hurts”, the authors rightly 

point out that poverty is not about lack of material possessions but is 

about three key broken relationships; the relationship with oneself, the 

relationship between oneself and God and the relationship between 

oneself and the rest of creation.  Global Disaster Response is about 

being the hands and feet of Christ during times when people are in the 
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greatest physical and spiritual pain.  GDR is about being present 

amongst the people to reduce physical suffering and to help rebuild 

those three key relationships. 

 

GDR Responses To Date 

Honduras 1998 Thailand 2005 

Turkey 1999 Mexico 2005 

Belize 2000 United States 2005 

India 2001 Pakistan 2005 

Peru 2001 Peru 2007 

Belize 2001 Nicaragua 2007 

Mexico 2002 Haiti 2008 

Iran 2004 Myanmar 2009 

Ethiopia 2004 China 2009 

Peru 2004 Bangladesh 2009 

Grenada 2004 The Philippines 2009 

Jamaica 2004 Haiti 2010 

Grand Cayman 2004 Japan 2011 

Haiti 2004 The Philippines 2013 

Sri Lanka 2005 Nepal 2015 

India 2005 Haiti 2016 

 

 

 
GDR Training – safe food preparation and eating in the refugee camp 
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GDR Training- map reading and compass training 
 

 

 
 

GDR Training – How to safely pass an armed check point 
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 Going – Short-Term Medical Mission Needs 

To learn more about 

Medical Ministries: 

www.mtw.org/medical 

OR 

Terry or Alicia 

Newton at 

tjnewt1@gmail.com 

 

http://www.mtw.org/medical
mailto:tjnewt1@gmail.com


 


