
TWELVE BIBLICAL REASONS FOR THE SUFFERING OF BELIEVERS 
  
  
1.    Suffer for Christ’s Sake                               Phil. 1:28 – 30 
  
  
2.    Test our Faith and purify our faith             I Peter 1:6,7 
  
  
3.    Make us Mature and Complete                 James 1:2 - 4 
  
  
4.    Suffer for God’s glory                                 I Peter 3:13-17 Matt 5:11,12 
  
  
5.    Weaken the hold of sin on my life             1 Peter 4:1 
  
  
6.    So we will bear greater fruit                       John 15:1-11 
  
  
7.    Harvest of righteousness and peace        Hebrews 12:10-11 
  
  
8.    Display the works of God                            John 9:4 
  
  
9.    Authenticates our faith                                II Tim 3:10 -12, 1 Peter 5:9-11 
  
  
10. Produces eternal weight of glory               II Corinthians 4:16-18 
  
  
11. Bearing the Reproach of Christ                 John 15:18,19 Acts 5:40-42  
  
  
12. Authenticates our union with Christ          I Peter 4:12, 13         
                
  
  
  
  
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



DEVELOPING A THEOLOGY OF SUFFERING 
  
MTT 4:1- 3; MK 1:12; LK 4:1 – 3  
HEB 2:10 
I PET 4:12 
  
From D. A. Carson – 6 Pillars of Insight for Suffering 
  
1. Insights from the beginning of the Bible's storyline. 
The scriptural narrative opens with God crafting a world of breathtaking beauty and unfathomable goodness.  But this 
garden scene is short-lived. Indeed, in contrast to other worldviews such as Hinduism and dualism, the Bible insists we 
are now dwelling in a Genesis 3 world marked by sin, suffering, death, and decay. 
  
2. Insights from the end of the Bible's storyline. 
The believer's ultimate hope is that the created order—now so disordered by the effects of sin—will one day be set right 
(Rom. 8:18-25). In Christ the King, everything sad will become gloriously untrue.  This is a damned world. Human life has 
never been, is not, and will never be 'perfectible-so-long-as-we-get-our-politics-right.'" 
  
3. Insights from the place of innocent suffering. 
"Job 42 is to the rest of Job what Revelation 21-22 is to the rest of Revelation," Carson observes. "Not only is justice 
done, it's also seen to be done." 
Until the curtain drops, however, we live in "all kinds of ambiguities where we do not know the mind of God—and we 
dare not act as if God owes us detailed explanations." There are times when the godliest thing we can do is say with Job, 
"Though he slay me, yet will I trust him" (Job 13:15). Indeed, Carson suggests, "God wants our trust [even] more than he 
wants our understanding." 
  
4. Insights from the mystery of providence. 
Here Carson sketches a brief defense of compatibilism in which he demonstrates two scriptural tensions: (1) God is 
absolutely sovereign, but his sovereignty never functions to mitigate human responsibility, and (2) men and women are 
morally responsible creatures, but their moral responsibility never makes God absolutely contingent. 
 
5. Insights from the centrality of the incarnation and the cross. 
God was not blindsided by Calvary (Acts 2:23; 4:27-28). In fact, because of his supreme sovereignty, Christians can 
proclaim that the cross was a throne. With mystery and glory, the bleeding Nazarene reigned from where he hung. 
Christianity is uniquely comforting because only the Christian God plunged into the suffering we experience. As Edward 
Shillito once wrote in a poem titled "Jesus of the Scars": "But to our wounds only God's wounds can speak / And not a 
god has wounds, but Thou alone." 
  
6. Insights from taking up our cross (learning from the persecuted global church). 
Though we often think of suffering primarily in terms of "cancer or old age or poverty or war," Carson notes, the New 
Testament texts that most commonly speak of suffering have to do with Christian suffering—"and they are remarkable" 
(see, for example, Acts 5:40-42; Rom. 8:17; Phil. 1:29; 3:10; 1 Pet. 2:20-23).  At least two additional attitudes 
characterize mature Christians: (1) they admit their guilt before God and cry to him for renewal and revival (see, for 
example, Neh. 8-9), and (2) they are quick to talk about the sheer goodness of God. 
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