
This is the St Andrews quarterly informational newsletter to keep you 
informed on how God is working through medical outreach. 

Reformed Christianity in Trinidad & Tobago 
This is our first newsletter of 2018 and we look forward to sharing 
with you how short term medical teams are helping to grow the 
Reformed Church in Trinidad and Tobago (TT).    TT are the 
southernmost islands of the Caribbean chain and lie just Northeast of 
Venezuela off the South America Atlantic coast.  TT was discovered 
by Columbus in 1498 and was a Spanish Colony until 1797.  Sugar 
was the main economy and many African slaves were brought to work 
on those plantations.  TT became a British colony in 1797 and though 
slavery had been outlawed the British brought in large numbers of 
Indians from the subcontinent to work as indentured servants on the 
sugar plantations.  TT became independent in 1962.  Today the 
economy is the best in the Caribbean; based largely off natural gas 
and oil reserves.  Due to the voluntary and involuntary immigration 
during the colonial years, there is a rich ethnic and religious diversity 
on the islands today.  The 2011 census describes a diverse religious 
landscape.  Due to Spain being the first colonial power there are just 
over 21% Roman Catholic. Due to the large numbers of Indians 
brought over in the 1800’s the second largest religious group are the 
Hindu’s at 18%.  The Pentecostal/Evangelical/Full Gospel Protestants 
make up 12%.  There is a smattering of nearly every other kind of 
religion to include 5% Muslim.  Significantly, 11% claim no religious 
affiliation at all.  
 
Pastor Rickey Gosyne was educated and Seminary trained in the US 
and founded one of the only Reformed Evangelical churches in TT.   
Covenant Reformed Evangelical Church started as a house church and 
has expanded into a dedicated church building with a congregation of 
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about 40 members today.  Approximately 11 years ago, MTW became 
aware of Pastor Gosyne’s church plant and began sending short-term 
medical teams as a wedge ministry to help minister to the community 
and raise the profile of the Covenant Reformed Evangelical Church in 
Trinidad.  Thanks to your prayers and God’s providence, one of St 
Andrew’s congregation was able to serve on a short-term medical 
team in January 2018.  Due to the unique partnership between the 
MTW Medical Department and the church in Trinidad, as well as non-
financial support from the TT National Security Agency, we were 
able to safely provide care in two communities in Trinidad.  
Additionally, the team also served the National Police by providing a 
full day clinic for them and their families.  After many years where 
the medical team’s efforts did not appear to be bearing fruit, God’s 
plan is now being revealed.  In the past two years there has been 
nearly a doubling in the number of people attending the Covenant 
Reformed Evangelical Church in Trinidad directly as a result of 
interacting with the MTW medical teams.  Please pray for the 
Covenant Reformed Evangelical Church in Trinidad and for God to 
wake up the people of TT to the Gospel of Grace. 

Global Disaster Response Ministry – update 
In our last newsletter of 2017 we introduced you to the unique 
ministry of disaster response.  In this newsletter we wanted to provide 
you an update on that ministry as reported directly from the GDR 
newsletter. 

Wrapping up 2017: 

In the fall, some of our leaders headed to Athens, Greece, for MTW’s LEAD 
(Leadership Empowerment and Development) conference and Dallas, Texas, for 
MTW’s Global Missions Conference. Both are only held every three years. We 
seized the opportunity to make presentations and most importantly, sit down 

personally with missionaries and pastors around the world to learn how we can best 
support them before and through disaster or crisis. 

Everyone is aware of the refugee crisis in Europe, but there are many other areas 
that have significant influxes of refugees or Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) both 
in open and closed countries. Those that serve in these areas have a desire to help 

and minister to these refugees and IDPs, but they want to serve in a way that is 
effective and sustainable, as none of these refugee/IDP situations will likely improve 
in the near future. Our leadership has been discussing how to best come alongside 
them, whether with teams or with training. Michael B, with his background in crisis 

counseling, has delivered a prototype training session that has already been used in 
Europe to educate on burnout and emotional fatigue as these are understandably a 
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major problem in any disaster or crisis situation. The session was so well received 
that there will be more of these held in 2018. 

Our five-day Disaster Response Training in Pennsylvania was oversubscribed with a 
waiting list! The updated and expanded curriculum included a security expert that 

came in from Europe. It is important that our responders are up-to-date and prepared 
to continue working in today’s modern age of humanitarian aid and disaster 

response. We all enjoyed the added mock scenarios of checkpoints and ambushes, 
and discussions on security concerns around the world. If you would like to join us for 

training this year, the dates are Oct. 8-13, 2018. This revamped course is a great 
way to learn new things and re-engage with the ministry.   

GDR sent a team down to Puerto Rico in November to assess with our missionaries 
there. They finally have electricity and are otherwise okay. They have been 

ministering to several senior citizen homes that are struggling with almost no support. 
We are planning to send a few teams down in the new year to assist our 

missionaries. In the meantime, we have helped them set up a crisis contingency plan 
so that they will be better prepared for the future. They kept saying to us, “I wish we 
had this before. I wish someone had walked us through this concept and helped us 

put one together.” 

 Our Plans for 2018: 

— Continue to assist with the security and contingency plans of our missionaries 
everywhere. – 

We developed a template that we use as a foundation and can guide the team in the 
field to individualize their plans to match their particular situation. We have continued 

to increase our knowledge and expertise with crisis management and contingency 
planning both with courses and discussions with security experts whom we know. 

One of our missionaries in South America has already asked that we come down in 
the new year and go through this planning process with his team in person. We plan 

to assist others over Skype. 
 

— Assess and potentially assist in Southeast Asia – 

 The Rohingya crisis is still on the front page as we enter into 2018. As of Nov. 21, 
2017, an estimated 622,000 Rohingya refugees fled Myanmar to Bangladesh. The 
influx began on Aug. 25, after the Myanmar Army launched security operations in 

northern Rakhine state. The estimated number of people in need was 1.2 million in 
the latest Humanitarian Response Plan (HRP) of October 2017. Tom and Michael 

will be going at the end of the month to see how we can be of assistance. If you are 
interested in working in the refugee camps over the upcoming months, please send 

us an email here. We will know more after the assessment. 
 

— Pre-position crisis supplies – 

 GDR applied for project funds to set up supply depots in regions and/or countries 
prone to disaster. We are working to finalize the list of countries and supplies. We 
hope to send the supplies with short-term teams as they visit those regions. This is 



4 
 

all part of our plan to help missionaries be ever more prepared to face crisis and 
disaster.  

 
— One of our key goals for 2018 is to continue to spread the word about GDR – 

Dan Jenny will be traveling around to churches in the U.S. to talk about the ministry 
while Tom and Christina will attend MTW events and connect with as many of our 

missionaries and partners as possible. If you know of a church that would like 
information on GDR, please email us! If you would like to talk at your church about 

GDR and need resources, email us and we will make sure you have what you need. 

 

GDR at the Global MTW Mission To The World Conference 2017 
 

 
Diagnosing a thyroid goiter in Trinidad 2018 
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Going – Short-Term Medical Mission Needs 

To learn more about 
Medical Ministries: 

www.mtw.org/medical 

OR 

Terry or Alicia 
Newton at 

tjnewt1@gmail.com 

 



 


