
Sunday Morning Worship 
April 19, 2020 

Call to Worship: Psalm 118    
The Lord is my strength and my song; he has become my salvation. Glad songs of 
salvation are in the tents of the righteous.  

Open to me the gates of righteousness, that I may enter through them and give thanks to 
the Lord. I thank you that you have answered me and have become my salvation. 

The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone. This is the Lord's doing; 
it is marvelous in our eyes.  The Lord is God, and he has made his light to shine upon us. 

 

Songs of Ascent 

In times of trial, it is helpful for us to consider the character of God. The New City Catechism states 
that "God is the creator and sustainer of everyone and everything. He is eternal, infinite, and 
unchangeable in his power and perfection, goodness and glory, wisdom, justice, and truth. Nothing 
happens except through him and by his will." Today, consider the fathomless love of our Heavenly 
Father, Who is both merciful and mighty. In response to what we know and believe to be true 
about our God, we cannot help but lift our voices and sing to Jesus, the Lord of our sinful hearts, 
the King of Heaven. 

 

A Mighty Fortress 

How Deep the Father's Love for Us 

Sing to Jesus 

 

 Song of Reflection  

Be Still my Soul   

 

Greeting  

The Lord be with you. 

  

And also with you.   

 

Prayer of Invocation 

O Lord, you who give help to the children of Abraham, be our helper, defender, our 
comfort and our peace in this present moment.  We ask that our gracious Father would be 
pleased cover us and sustain us in these days of testing.  We ask that the eternal Son who 
became sin for us and who knows our sorrows would stand with us.  We ask that the Holy 
Spirit would raise us to newness of life today and each day.    

In your sovereign, loving and all perfect providence we are not able to gather together for 
worship but we are still gathered with you.  We know that though our communion with one 
another is hidden at present it is not diminished.  Lift our hearts today, wherever we are 
and make us glad in our salvation.  In our momentary light affliction give us eyes of faith to 
see the eternal weight of glory that awaits and to look on what is eternal.  Above all, help 
us to know you better and to worship you properly this day.  We pray in the name of the 
one who was crucified and raised for us.  Amen     



 

 

Confession of Faith:  New City Catechism  
1 John 3:4: Everyone who makes a practice of sinning also practices lawlessness; sin is 
lawlessness. 

 

Question 16: What is sin? 

Sin is rejecting or ignoring God in the world he created, rebelling against him by living 
without reference to him, not being or doing what he requires in his law—resulting in 
our death and the disintegration of all creation. 

 

Corporate Prayers of Confession: Based on Isaiah 59 
O Sovereign and Exalted Lord, our offenses are many in your sight, and our sins testify 
against us. We acknowledge our iniquities, our rebellion and treachery against you O Lord, 
turning our backs on our God, inciting revolt and oppression, uttering lies our hearts have 
conceived.  Turn your ear to us and hear our prayers of confession and repentance.   

  

Silent Prayers of Confession 

 

Assurance of God’s Pardoning Grace: Taken from John 10 

My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me.  I give them eternal life, and 
they shall never perish; no one will snatch them out of my hand.  My Father, who has given 
them to me, is greater than all; no one can snatch them out of my Father’s hand. I and the 
Father are one. 

 

Time of Intercessory prayer 

Pray for your friendships, family relationships & marriage (if you’re married) amidst the 
stress of this situation, that God would enable you to pursue faithfulness, kindness, 
gentleness, forgiveness in those relationships  

 

If you do have specific prayer requests during this time, please email the church office, 
and we will pray for them.  

 

Scripture Reading: Isaiah 40:9-26 

Go on up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good news; lift up your voice with strength, 
O Jerusalem, herald of good news; lift it up, fear not; say to the cities of Judah, “Behold 
your God!” 10 Behold, the Lord God comes with might, and his arm rules for him; behold, 
his reward is with him, and his recompense before him. 11 He will tend his flock like a 
shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms; he will carry them in his bosom, and gently 
lead those that are with young. 12 Who has measured the waters in the hollow of his hand 
and marked off the heavens with a span, enclosed the dust of the earth in a measure and 
weighed the mountains in scales and the hills in a balance? 13 Who has measured the 



Spirit of the Lord, or what man shows him his counsel? 14 Whom did he consult, and who 
made him understand? Who taught him the path of justice, and taught him knowledge, 
and showed him the way of understanding? 15 Behold, the nations are like a drop from a 
bucket, and are accounted as the dust on the scales; behold, he takes up the coastlands 
like fine dust. 16 Lebanon would not suffice for fuel, nor are its beasts enough for a burnt 
offering. 17 All the nations are as nothing before him, they are accounted by him as less 
than nothing and emptiness. 18 To whom then will you liken God, or what likeness 
compare with him? 19 An idol! A craftsman casts it, and a goldsmith overlays it with gold 
and casts for it silver chains. 20 He who is too impoverished for an offering chooses wood 
that will not rot; he seeks out a skillful craftsman to set up an idol that will not move. 21 Do 
you not know? Do you not hear? Has it not been told you from the beginning? Have you 
not understood from the foundations of the earth? 22 It is he who sits above the circle of 
the earth, and its inhabitants are like grasshoppers; who stretches out the heavens like a 
curtain, and spreads them like a tent to dwell in; 23 who brings princes to nothing, and 
makes the rulers of the earth as emptiness. 24 Scarcely are they planted, scarcely sown, 
scarcely has their stem taken root in the earth, when he blows on them, and they wither, 
and the tempest carries them off like stubble. 25 To whom then will you compare me, that 
I should be like him? says the Holy One. 26 Lift up your eyes on high and see: who created 
these? He who brings out their host by number, calling them all by name; by the greatness 
of his might and because he is strong in power, not one is missing. 

 

Sermon Notes: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Benediction 


