
Special Summer Lesson - The Outer Courts of the Tabernacle 

 

(Lesson to be read aloud with your children) 

 

The word tabernacle means ‘dwelling place.’ The tabernacle was a portable tent where God met with His people.  God 

appointed Bezalel and Oholiab to oversee the building of the tabernacle, giving them wisdom, understanding, and 

craftsmanship.  Every skilled person ‘whose heart moved him’ eagerly worked on the tabernacle of the Lord. God gave 

the Israelites the tabernacle as a visual picture of His dwelling with them. 

  

There were 12 sons of Jacob and there were 12 tribes named after these 12 sons.  As the people of Israel travelled 

through the wilderness they camped together with others in the family/tribe.  When God gave the instructions for the 

Tabernacle, He also told them how He wanted them to camp. The Tabernacle was in the center of the Israelite camp. 

The 12 Tribes of Israel were encamped around it.  The total number of people camping was 603,550! 

 

They were arranged in 4 groups of 3- so there were 3 tribes on the North side of the camp, 3 on the South side, 3 on the 

East side, 3 on the West side.  In the center of the camps was a 7’ high “wall” of curtains made from animal skins about 

the same size as a small football field.  

 

The only way through the 7’ high fence into the Outer Court was through the one gate.  The gate was covered by a 

beautiful high curtain of red, blue, and purple.  Upon entering the Outer Court, the scene was one of fire, smoke, 

animals, people and the Tabernacle.  That’s because inside there was a big altar where animals were killed and sacrificed 

according to God’s law. In addition to this altar there was a bronze laver (or wash basin) for keeping the priests clean.  

 

The priests would go to the laver and wash before offering sacrifices on the altar.  The priests were cleaning themselves 

before meeting with God through the sacrifices they made.  They would offer a sin offering where they confessed their 

sin to God and atonement was made. Or they offered gift offerings in dedication to God.  Only the priest washed in the 

laver and only the priests made the offering on the bronze altar.  However, anyone from the tribes of Israel could come 

into the courtyard because they would be coming to ask the priest to make the offerings on their behalf. 

 

Think, Talk and Do- 

1. Read Exodus 26:30-27:8 that describes the construction of this special tent. 

 

2. Complete the Outer Court of the Tabernacle Fill in the Blank worksheet 

 

3. As we read through the Old Testament, we hear a lot about the animal sacrifices and various offerings made to the 

Lord.  But in the New Testament that is not mentioned much.  Why would that be?  

 

Because Jesus is our perfect sacrifice and shed his blood for our sins. Jesus was not only the perfect sacrifice, but his 

sacrifice covered all sin—past and future.  No more sacrifices were required.  Once Jesus rose on Easter Sunday, He had 

conquered death.   He was the true Lamb of God who could take away the sins of the world. 

   

4. End with Prayer (Hands Together, Heads Bowed, Eyes Closed) 

Dear God-Thank you for the Tabernacle you gave your people as a part of worship.  Thank you that you desire to dwell in 

our midst.  Thank you that you are here in our midst today as we worship you.  Thank you for the perfect sacrifice of 

Jesus on the cross.  But most importantly that Jesus rose up from the grave and dwells eternally with you in Heaven.  In 

Jesus’ name, AMEN. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=exodus+26%3A30-27%3A8&version=GW
https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.cloversites.com/34/3408a9ad-c1a1-447e-8376-d6ac5bf0a33a/documents/Outer_Court_of_Tabernacle_Fill_in_Blank.pdf


Link to Exodus 26-27 reading 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=exodus+26%3A30-27%3A8&version=GW 

 

Link to pdf worksheet 

 

https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.cloversites.com/34/3408a9ad-c1a1-447e-8376-

d6ac5bf0a33a/documents/Outer_Court_of_Tabernacle_Fill_in_Blank.pdf 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=exodus+26%3A30-27%3A8&version=GW
https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.cloversites.com/34/3408a9ad-c1a1-447e-8376-d6ac5bf0a33a/documents/Outer_Court_of_Tabernacle_Fill_in_Blank.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.cloversites.com/34/3408a9ad-c1a1-447e-8376-d6ac5bf0a33a/documents/Outer_Court_of_Tabernacle_Fill_in_Blank.pdf

