
Special Easter Note from Mrs. Bess. Please read : ) 

Today is Easter Sunday!  We will be celebrating the good news that 

Jesus was resurrected and triumphed over sin for our sake. 

Have you noticed that each Sunday in Big Church we have a special 

greeting to one another at the beginning of the service?  Pastor 

Wes will say to us, “The Lord be with you!” and then we respond, 

“And also with you!”  It’s sort of a special way of saying hello to one 

another when we are gathered for worship.  

During today’s service, that greeting will be a little different.  Pastor 

Wes will greet the congregation by saying, “Christ is risen.” Our 

congregational response to him will be, “He is risen indeed.  

Hallelujah!” I thought it might be helpful to explain why we have 

that special greeting today. 

In the Gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John, you can read all 

about what happened on Easter Sunday.  Several women (Mary Magdalene, Joanna, and others) went to the gravesite 

to take spices they had prepared for Jesus’ body.  When they arrived at the tomb, the women were surprised to find the 

stone rolled away and Jesus’ body missing from the grave. While the women were there wondering what had happened, 

two angels spoke to them saying, “Why do you look for the living among the dead? He is not here; he has risen!” (see 

Luke 24:1-6) 

Did you notice what the angel said? He said, “Christ is risen!”  What happy news to the women who were probably very 

sad as they went to the tomb that Sunday morning.  These women couldn’t contain their excitement!  They had to share 

with their friends what had happened!  So they went to find the disciples.  When the disciples heard what the angel had 

told the women, it seemed too good to be true.  How could Jesus be alive? 

A couple of these disciples who heard this news soon left on a journey from Jerusalem.  They were talking together on a 

road when a third person joined them asking what they were discussing. They were talking about what had happened to 

Jesus—how he had been crucified, how they thought he was a prophet, how they hoped he was the one who was going 

to redeem God’ people.   

As they walked and talked, they also told the stranger that they had heard from the women that Jesus was alive. 

However, no one had seen Jesus, so they weren’t sure what to think. 

The man they had met on the road said to them, “How foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the 

prophets have spoken!  Did not the Christ have to suffer these things?” (Luke 24:25-26) Then the man began to talk 

about what the prophets had spoken and what the scriptures had said about the Redeemer. 

You can read about this in Luke 24.  It’s one of my favorite stories in all the Bible.  Eventually what happens is the two 

disciples realize they have been talking with Jesus.  They run straight back to Jerusalem (after having travelled several 

miles away from the city) and they go back to where the other disciples have gathered and tell them, “It is true!  The 

Lord has risen!” (Luke 24:34) 

Did you notice the response?  “He has risen!” That is response part of the special greeting we say on this Easter Sunday!  

We are saying to one another just what the disciples said to each other when they realized that it was true—Jesus had 

risen from the dead! 

Let’s celebrate this special day together, greeting each other with the very happy news, “Christ is risen!  He is risen 

indeed!  Hallelujah!” God be praised! 

And here’s a special Easter story just for you—it’s entitled A Sad Day and a Happy Day.      Happy Easter!  I love you lots! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-jye1nM1Y30&t=177s

