
SUNDAYS:  

8:15am and 10:45am Worship 

9:30am Sunday School 

10:45am The Venue   

5:00-6:30pm Uth Group 

 

WEDNESDAYS:  

5:15-6:00pm Dinner in CAC 
6:00pm Pastor’s Bible Study 

6:30-8:00pm Uth Group  

6:30-8:00pm AWANA 
 

 

 

Church Staff  

Senior Pastor 

Dr. Ken  Parker 

kparker@kearneyfbc.com 

Associate Pastor/Education & 

Outreach  

Don Hamlin 

dhamlin@kearneyfbc.com 

Associate Pastor/Youth & 

Recreation 

Tyson Branizor 

tbranizor@kearneyfbc.com 

Director of Children & Missions 

Ministries 

Teresa Keeler 

tkeeler@kearneyfbc.com 

Ministry Assistant to the Senior 

Pastor/Office Manager 

Diane McGuire 

dmcguire@kearneyfbc.com 

Ministry Assistant/Receptionist 

Jessica Stephenson 

jstephenson@kearneyfbc.com 

Custodians/Maintenance 

Ron & Mary Pruett 

Financial Secretary 

Carlene Cullinane 

ccull55@aol.com 
 

First Baptist Church 

303 S. Grove Street 

Kearney, MO 64060 

816.628.5693 

www.kearneyfbc.com 

www.EquippingBelievers.net 

 

 

 
Pastor on Call this Week: 

Pastor Ken (816.244.7581) 

Deacon of the Week: 

David Messersmith (816.217.2445) 

 

THIS WEEK: MAY 7-13 

 

TODAY     

Deacon Ordination             10:45am 

MONDAY                                

Staff Meeting                     10:00am 

Experiencing God                6:30pm        

TUESDAY         

Women’s Small Group        6:00pm 

Committee Meetings           7:00pm 

WEDNESDAY    

GriefShare                           6:30pm  

Men’s Bible Study                8:15pm          

THURSDAY   

Women’s Bible Study          9:30am 

OWLS Day Trip                  10:30am 

Volunteers                           1:00pm              

FRIDAY   

Open Mic                             7:00pm 

SATURDAY  

Serving at KCRM 

Men’s Breakfast                   7:30am 

 

       

 

             “Oh Be Careful Little Tongue What You Say” 
 I never knew his real name; he was always called by his initials. Let me just 
refer to him as “R.J.” He was a character from my childhood. He had joined our 
church before God. He was an older man as I recall (of course everyone post-thirty is 
old when you’re a kid), and I remember well the way people referred to him. He 
was, as they would say, “a bean counter.” I didn’t understand what that meant at 
the time, but it always came across as somewhat negative to me. There were some 
other things that people thought about him, too, but I’m getting ahead of myself. 

 R.J. held a couple of offices in our church, which surprised me somewhat. I 
never heard him speak well of the church, its ministries, its leaders, its worship, its 
doctrines, and so forth, but he always had an opinion on all those things and more. 
Either he was the smartest man in town or he thought he was. I have a hunch. At 
any rate R.J. made it his calling in life to be “a bean counter” and a purveyor of 
negativity. When someone said something good about someone else, or the church, 
or America, or any number of things, R.J. always had a negative comeback. The sad 
thing was . . . I liked him. He was crusty, but I couldn’t help but think down deep 
(for whatever reasons a child clings to about such things) he was probably a good 
man. But regardless of how good he may have actually been, a lot of people, most 
of the people I knew anyway, experienced anything but good from him. 

 Please understand . . . he was a church member; he claimed to be a follow-
er of Jesus. He showed up at church, stood at the right time, opened his hymnal 
when the rest of us sang and always followed giving his 10% with his two cents as 
well, and it always made people uncomfortable. But I wanted to like him. I remem-
ber one day, after my dad became a Christian in his mid-fifties, R.J. said something 
snarky to him. My dad didn’t kill him; that’s when I knew my dad was really saved. 

 In time, R.J. passed away (that phrase makes us feel better about what it 
really is, right?). He died. He went to meet his Maker, as they say. At the funeral 
they talked about what a great man of faith he was, how much he had done for 
the church, how much he must have loved Jesus. By the time they were finished, I 
was certain Mother Teresa had been replaced. Decorum and class demand that one 
behaves a certain way when talking about the dead but several people couldn’t 
help but wonder, “All those wonderful things they’re saying about him. . .are they 
talking about the same guy I knew?” And that saddened me. It really did, because I 
thought, “I’ll bet R.J. wish he done things differently.” Then it was too late. The nega-
tive shadow had long been cast.   

 It could be that deep down R.J. was a good man after all. I’ll never know 
this side of Heaven. All I knew was the negative phlegm he spewed around our 
church anytime anyone would listen. I hope there really was the “other side” to the 
old “bean counter.” I’ll find out someday. But for whatever bad he did, he taught 
me a good lesson that I think is worth passing along to you. Its essence is captured in 
a little ditty I sang as a kid in Sunday School:  “Oh be careful little tongue what you 
say!” Not a bad idea. 

James talks about this in James 3 and Paul does, too in Ephesians 5. Jesus does, too 
in Matthew 12. Be careful. It may just be that somebody is listening.  

Pastor Ken 

First Baptist Church Kearney 

May 7, 2017 



 

 

OWLS to Souplantation and Sweet Tomatoes!  
We will depart the church Thursday, May 11 at 10:30am 
for this annual treat for the taste buds! Start with one of 
the longest salad bars you’ve ever seen, follow with en-
joying fresh-made pasta, pizza, breads, and a variety of 
tasty soups. Top it all off with ice cream and you’ve got 
yourself the perfect day trip. The only cost is your meal. 
We should return to the church by 1:30pm.  

 

Are you graduating this year? If so, we want to recognize 
your hard work in our Graduation Recognition Service to 
be held May 21 in our 10:45 am worship service. Whether 
you are receiving your high school diploma, graduating 
from a technical school, completing your undergraduate 
studies, or finishing your masters, please contact the 
church office by the end of this week for details.  

Thank you from the OWLS!  

We want to thank Frank and Sandra Cockrum and all of 
the hospitality crew for the delicious meal that was pre-
pared for us last Sunday. Thank you also to our deacons 
and their wives for serving the meal. Frank’s cuisine nev-
er ceases to amaze!  

A warm welcome to new 
member Mati Hilton!  

Mati was baptized April 
30th.Mati and her hus-

band, Brett, have been a 
part of our First Family 
for a few years and have 
a beautiful one-year-old 

daughter Evelyn.  

Venue Service 
To allow everyone who 

would like to participate in 
our Graduate Recognition 
Service on May 21, Venue 
will adjourn that morning 
and join the service in the 

Worship Center at 10:45am. 
Venue will resume the  

following Sunday. 

 
Like the leaves on an Autumn breeze, 

 our hearts are uplifted by love… 
It is with great joy that we, Larry Werries and Lola Ikerd will 

pledge our love as one on  
Saturday, May 27, 2017 At 2:00 p.m.  

Reception to follow immediately after the ceremony 
 in the reception hall. Omission of gifts is requested.  

22610 State Rt., 92, Kearney, MO  
Three miles east of Kearney, watch for the balloons. 

 

TODAY’S  NURSERY  

WORKERS: 

8:15 combined -Angela 

Beasley 

10:45 services: 

(Bed Babies) -Angela  

Patterson, Sarena and 

Marissa Wilson  

(1 Year Old Room) -Patty 

Booth and Hannah Crain  

(2 & 3 Year Old Room) -  

Kasey Watson and Cliff &  

Myrna Sue Wilson  

 

NEXT WEEK’S WORKERS: 

8:15 combined –Angela 

Beasley  

10:45 services: 

(Bed Babies) -Angela  

Patterson, Michele Pencook, 

and Kynera Wolpert  

(1 Year Old Room) -Patty 

Booth and Avery McNutt  

(2 & 3 Year Old Room) -  

Kasey Watson and Aggie 

Edwards 

 

Wednesday Dinner Menu 
5/10:Baked Spaghetti 
w/Meatballs & Pepperoni, 
Garlic Bread, Caesar  
Salad, Vegetable, Cottage 
Cheese, & Dessert  

Open Mic Night!  
First Family Open Mic and Jam 

Friday, May 12 at 7:00pm 
Bring your favorite song or two to 

sing or play or just come and listen. 
A great opportunity to worship the 

Lord thru music & fellowship!   

Statistics: 

Week of April 30 

ATTENDANCE:             

Sunday School……..…...358                                                                

Early Worship…….….…137                                       

Morning Worship……...278 

Children’s Church……….28                                                                      

Nursery……………..…......24 

Venue……..………...……...51 

Worship Total………...518 

Tithes/Offering Received: 

$12,713.21 

Faith for the Journey:  

$1,045.00 

Annie Armstrong to Date: 

$4,413.00 

Dr. Parker and Lori, along with the 
First Baptist Family, extend sin-
cere Christian sympathy to Lyndall 
King in the loss of her mother and 
to Bob Smith in the recent loss of 
his dad.  

May Memory Verse  

Let no corrupting talk come 

out of your mouths, but only   

such as is good for building 

up, as fits the occasion, that 

it may give grace to those 

that hear. And do not grieve 

the Holy Spirit of God, by 

whom you were sealed for the 

day of redemption. Let all bit-

terness and wrath and anger 

and clamor and slander be put 

away from you, along with all 

malice. Be kind to one anoth-

er; tenderhearted, forgiving 

one another, as God in Christ 

forgave you. Eph. 4:29-32  


