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Hard Sayings of Scripture – Week 1 – Introduction and Biblical Exegesis 

 Hard to understand – sometimes we come across passages that are confusing or appear 

contradictory with what we may know or think about Christian theology. So it may be that we 

don’t understand the passages or we don’t understand that particular point of Christian 

theology.  

 Hard to accept – some verses speak of things that seem hard to live by or to accept as 

something God would expect us to believe and / or do.  

 Hard to interpret – some passages speak of things that require cultural or contextual 

understanding before we can properly interpret the true theological meaning and purpose.  

 Hard to explain – without the proper understanding and interpretation of Biblical passages it is 

hard to explain to others what we believe about those sections of scripture as well as explain to 

ourselves! 

Bible Study involves… 

 Observation – what do the verses say?  

 Interpretation – what do the verses mean?  

 Application – How do the passages apply to me?  

Hermeneutics - the methodology of Biblical observation and interpretation. 

 Exegesis - is the process of drawing out the meaning from a text in accordance with the context 

and discoverable meaning of its author. Exegesis is the exposition or explanation of a text based 

on a careful, objective analysis. The word exegesis from the Greek literally means “to lead out 

of.” That means that the interpreter is led to his conclusions by following the text. This is also 

known as the “Inductive Method” of Bible Study which is examining the Biblical data to make a 

conclusion and then an application. So we try to come at the text without any preconceived 

notions or subjective presuppositions but instead approach the text objectively and then let the 

evidence of the text lead us to the proper conclusions.  

 Eisegesis – The opposite approach to exegesis of scripture is eisegesis, which is the 

interpretation of a passage based on a subjective, non-analytical reading. Eisegesis occurs when 

a reader imposes his or her interpretation into and onto the text. The word eisegesis from the 

Greek literally means “to lead into,” which means the interpreter injects his own ideas into the 

text, making it mean whatever he wants. This is also known as the Deductive Method which is 

making a conclusion and then finding evidence to support the conclusion or belief.  

 Context – “Context is King” the context of a hard passage must be properly understood in order 

to exegete the passage correctly. If taken out of context, a particular section of scripture can 

yield wrong Biblical interpretation.  

Correct contextual analysis is usually accomplished using what’s known as the Grammatical - Historical 

method which asks grammatical and historical questions of the text using the 5 W’s and the H.  

Who, What, When, Where, Why and How? These are the questions asked about the history and 

grammar in order to observe and interpret what the scriptural passages are saying.  

 



2 
 

 

 

1. Who? 

 Who wrote the text? Who was the author?  

 Who is speaking and being spoken to within the text?  

 Who are the main characters in the text? 

2. What?  

 What is the genre of the book the text is from?  

 What is the subject and parts of speech within the text? (nouns, verbs, pronouns, 

conjunctions) 

 What words are emphasized, repeated, contrasted, metaphors?  

3. When?  

 When was the book written? 

 When did the events spoken of happen? 

 When will the events spoken of happen? 

4. Where?  

 Where is the author writing from? 

 Where did the events spoken of take place? 

 Where will the events spoken of take place?  

5. Why? 

 Why did the author write the text? (this is part of the “author’s intended meaning”) 

 Why should the hearers listen to the author? 

 Why was something in the text said? 

6. How? 

 How will the events spoken of happen?  

 How is the point of the text illustrated?  

 How should we apply the text to us today?   

Other guidelines to consider are:  

 Research any cultural aspects that are important to the passages being studied.  

o People groups, sects, customs, currency, historical setting.  

 Consult extra-Biblical sources secondarily to Bible Study.  

 Allow scripture to interpret scripture – “The Analogy of Faith” 

o All scripture is in agreement and will not contradict itself.  

o Interpret the obscure passages in light of the clear passages in the Bible.  

o Interpret the Old Testament (Old Covenant) in light of the New Testament (New 

Covenant).  

 Determine the context of the passages within the paragraph, chapter, book and overall theology 

of the Bible.  

 

 



3 
 

Biblical Genres 

 Historical Narrative – Joshua, Judges, Ruth, I and II Samuel, I and II Kings, I and II Chronicles, Ezra, 

Nehemiah, Esther  

o Smaller parts must be interpreted in light of the whole book. 

o Literal interpretation is used unless other genres are part of the narrative.  

 Law - Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy 

o Moral – the Ten Commandments (still valid for us today) 

o Civil – the commands to the people of Israel 

o Ceremonial – the sacrificial system of the Old Covenant 

 Wisdom - Job, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes 

o The wisdom books are written to teach us the difference between right and wrong in a way 

that is easy to remember.  

o The Wisdom books are principles that if obeyed generally lead to an easy life.  

o Wisdom literature must be understood in light of God’s sovereignty (Job).  

 Poetry – Psalms, Song of Songs  

o Hebrew poetry is generally figurative not literal and employs poetic structure such as 

similarity, antithesis, and synthetic thought development. Interpretation is whole thought 

without doctrinal emphasis on detail or figures of speech. 

o Poetry is feelings that help us understand God on an emotional level.  

o We do not want to base our theology on experience or emotions but we do want to rightly 

enjoy and deal with the emotions that God has given us (joy, anger, sorrow).  

 Prophecy – Isaiah, Jeremiah, Lamentations, Ezekiel, Daniel, Hosea, Obadiah, Micah, Nahum, 

Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi, Revelation 

o Interpretation must take into account the historical setting. Details cannot obscure overall 

message of the oracle. Old Testament prophecy should be interpreted in light of New 

Testament accounts. New Testament prophecy should be interpreted in light of Old 

Testament allusions, teachings of Jesus, other NT passages, and its own contextual setting.  

o Very little of Old Testament prophecy is predictive: 

 2% is Messianic 

 5% describes the New Covenant age 

 1% describes events that are yet to come after the New Covenant era  

o There are prophecies that have near and distant predictions and fulfillments.  

 Gospel – Matthew, Mark, Luke, John  

o Special type of Historical Narrative in that they are accounts of Jesus’ life, teachings and 

purposes.  

 Matthew wrote to Jews proclaiming Jesus as the Messianic Davidic King.  

 Mark wrote to Romans to present Jesus as the authoritative Son of God Savior.  

 Luke wrote to Greeks to declare Jesus as the perfect Son of Man Savior.  

 John wrote to the world to announce Jesus as the divine Son of God Savior.    

 Epistles – Romans, I and II Corinthians, Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, I and II 

Thessalonians, I and II Timothy, Titus, Philemon, Hebrews, James, I and II Peter, I and II and III John, 

Jude 

o Letters to New Testament churches and people. 

o For the most part (but not entirely) the epistles apply directly to the modern church. 

However, there are some things that are cultural.  

o Remember that these are documents written for a specific reason.   


