
The Places of Christmas: The Temple 
Luke 1: 5-25; 57-79 

 
Read Luke 1: 5-25.  This is the first part of Zechariah and Elizabeth’s story.  
 
Some scholars think that Zechariah and Elizabeth might have been waiting on a 
child for anywhere from 40-50 years. What is something you have had to wait on 
God for? How long did you have to wait/been waiting? 

Why would God choose to make Zechariah and Elizabeth wait for so long? For 
what reasons could God be making you wait? (From the sermon: waiting reveals 
what is in our hearts, waiting increases our dependence on God, waiting makes 
us more thankful, God’s timing is perfect. See if your group can think of additional 
reasons). 
 
Read verses 18-19 again. Have you ever received news that was so amazing 
that you didn’t believe it? Does that affect how you respond to God’s blessings? 
 
Read Luke 1: 57-66.  This is where the birth of John takes place and 
Zechariah and Elizabeth’s waiting comes to an end. 

What do you think Zechariah thought about the nine months that he could neither 
speak or hear? (See verses 20, 62) 
 
We can assume that Zechariah and Elizabeth were the perfect parents to raise a 
child with such a unique future like John. Yet, this is the last we hear of them. 
What do you think made them such perfect candidates for the job despite their 
old age? 
 
Read Luke 1: 67-79.  Here Zechariah prophesies concerning his own son 
and the coming Messiah.   
 
Which prophesies in the text concern Jesus? Which concern John? How are the 
two’s missions different? 
 
One of the most important truths of Christmas is how, when God became a 
human being, God’s presence became accessible to anybody. And now, the Holy 
Spirit enables us to permanently be in fellowship with God. How do you take 
advantage of this reality that did not exist before the first Christmas? 
 
Isn’t it interesting that Zechariah’s prophecies concerning the Messiah speak 
more of his conquering of Judea’s enemies and preservation of ancient 
covenants than of his redeeming sacrifice? Why do you think Zechariah focuses 
in on those details rather than humanity’s redemption? 


