
Community Group Discussion Guide – Songs of Christmas Sermon Series 

 

12.01.19 - O Come, O Come, Emmanuel  

 

1. Who is one person you know who seems to have a particularly close walk with God? What is their 

secret? Have you observed something that they do, or practice regularly to foster closeness and 

awareness of God in their lives?  

 

2. The first main idea in the sermon was that Jesus entered into time and space in 1st Century Palestine, 

which was politically and economically unstable in every way. Why is this a significant piece of the 

Christmas story? Why is this relevant for twenty-first century Christians.  (Luke 2:1-2)  

 

3. In the Sermon, we discussed how often the raw emotions of human experience is expressed in the 

words of songs. In what ways does your story resonate with the words of the first verse in “O Come, O 

Come, Emmanuel?”  

O come, O come, Emmanuel 

And ransom captive Israel 

That mourns in lonely exile here 

Until the Son of God appear 

 

4. Emmanuel came in the person of Jesus, but the promised presence of God with us is now experienced 

most fully in the personal presence of the Holy Spirit in us. In what ways do you currently experience 

God’s presence with you? Is there a time or season during which you experienced a significant 

awareness of God’s closeness with you? Can you describe that? 

 

5. In the sermon, the point was made that all Christians have the Holy Spirit, and that the Holy Spirit is 

not a “partial-Holy Spirit,” but the “whole Holy Spirit.” Sometimes, however; our experience of the Holy 

Spirit is only partial. What are some things that can hinder our awareness of God’s presence in us?  

 

6. Chris said that “there is always more of God to experience because God is infinite.” Do you agree? He 

mentioned some specific scenarios (At work, at home, at school), where we might take steps to ask God 

to reveal Himself more fully to us and allow us a greater awareness of Him with us in those moments. 

What is one tangible step you can take to become more aware of God’s presence this Christmas season?  

 


