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I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy 
may be complete.  -  John 15:11 
  

I am a firm believer, ‘joy is found in the presence of God.’ 
  
A conference I attended at the Cove near Asheville, one of the speakers was asked to recall his most 
difficult speaking task.  He responded, “That is an easy one,” he answered.  It was an address I gave to 
the National Undertakers Conference.  The topic I was assigned was “How to Look Sad at a Ten 
Thousand Dollar Funeral.”  “It was a difficult assignment,”  he said.  He went on to say but here is an 
assignment that tops one for all of us:  “How to Teach the Early Church to Be Miserable.”  
  
That is an impossible task because we can’t teach those that lived in 1000, 2000 years ago or longer. 
But we can learn from them.  Early followers of Christ, early Quakers had a deep-seated joy the world 
could not remove or take away.  They had an unspeakable joy!   It was unquenchable, unfathomable, 
and unsquenchable (if that is a word). 
  

The Apostle Paul wrote from prison, “Rejoice in the Lord always.  I will say it again: Rejoice.” 
(Philippians 4:4)  Evidently, Paul’s joy was not dependent on his surroundings.  His joy was dependent 
upon the Holy Spirit of God who produces joy within.  The expression, “If I have God, I shall have all I 
need,” in many ways to a true statement.  Money is nice but it does not buy happiness and our 
possessions don’t travel with you to the next life.  These are both nice, I, we all like nice things – but 
joy comes from within the heart.  
  
Alfred H. Ackley was an American Musical Artist, he died in 1960 at age 73.  He penned these words 
that I read in a devotional book for Pastors: 
 

Jesus is the joy of living; 
He’s the King of Life to me. 
Unto Him my all I am giving 

His forevermore to be, 
I will do what He commands me, 

Anywhere He leads, I’ll go. 
Jesus is the joy of living; 

He’s the dearest friend I know.  
  
We should be filled with joy because, Jesus has given us hope, eternal life and His mercy and grace are 
endless.  Go into the world singing this Good News. 
  
I encourage you to prayerfully examine the depths of your heart for the joy that is beyond 
understanding.  Ask God to renew, strengthen, and deepen your joy.  We can’t change circumstances, 
remember Jesus died for you and paved the way to His mansion and that, my friends is a great joy!   
  
Blessings, Rusty 
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