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So let each one of give as he purposes in his heart, not grudgingly 
or of necessity, for God loves a cheerful giver. ~II Corinthians 9:7 
  
God’s word instructs us to be generous, compassionate servants to those who need our 
encouragement, support, and hope.  We are living in unchartered waters, difficult times.  As I write this 
devotional, July 28, our legislators are considering the details of a second stimulus payment to many 
of the American people.  
 
I am grateful for the abundance of blessings in my own life, in the lives of those at Archdale Friends. 
We have been richly blessed by our Creator as followers of Christ.  We, in turn, are called to share our 
gifts, possessions, our testimonies with others.  
  
In the early 1970s when my brother had a swimming pool put in at his house, he prayed for several 
months if it was the right thing to do.  Before he put it in, he said, “whoever wants to come and swim 
are welcome.”  I was in high school and he allowed me to bring friends over and use his pool, I don’t 
recall him ever saying no.  Our resources, our talents are really not ours – they belong to God, they will 
be left for someone else to use and have.  

Concentration camp survivor Corrie ten Boom correctly observed, “The measure of a life is not its 
duration but its donation.”   These words remind us that the quality of our lives is determined not by 
what we are able to accumulate but by what we willingly offer to share.  
  
The thread of generosity is woven into the very fabric of Christ’s teachings.  If we are to be disciples of 
Christ, we, too, must be cheerful, generous, and courageous givers.  Our Savior continues to supply 
abundantly grace and mercy and He deserves no less.  
  
One who has two shirts must share with someone who has none, and the one who has food must do 
the same.  -  Luke 3:11  Holman 
  
Dear friends, you are showing your faith by whatever you do for the brothers, and this you are doing 
for strangers.   -  III John 1:5 
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