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Last Sunday (June 14), I preached my last sermon at AFM as your Director of Young Adults/Families. 
Towards the end of the sermon I looked and saw that David was crying, he doesn’t want to go. 
Frankly, neither do I. My family and I have grown close with the folks here at AFM and left you guys are 
sort of like death for us. However, God has led us to minister to another group of F/friends in Yearly 
Meeting and so we are choosing to be faithful to the call that he put on us many years ago. However, I 
can’t help with this last communication as a staff member of AFM, to take some time to reflect on the 
past, as well as the future of Archdale Friends Meeting. When Rusty contacted me with the opportunity 
to apply for a new position at his Church, I was a mess. I was a mess when I interviewed with the 
search committee and to be honest I was a mess awhile after I was hired. Throughout the whole affair, 
you guys showed me mercy and compassion, understanding, and support. With all this in mind, let me 
leave you with just a few last thoughts.   

“Unless the Lord builds a house, those who build it, labor in vain. 
Unless the Lord watches over a city, the watchman loses sleep in 
vain. It is in vain that you wake up early and go to bed late, eating 
the bread of anxious toil; for he gives to his beloved, sleep”(Psalm 
127:1-2).  
There was a time when I truly believed that all a Church needed to grow as a dynamic preacher and a 
few well-placed programs. God gave us victory and increase at Providence and like a fool, I thought it 
was because of me or anything I did, it wasn’t. If I am totally honest, part of why leaving you all is 
bitter for me is that I didn’t accomplish what I set out to do here. I wanted to help grow and facilitate 
the YA group to the point that AFM was overflowing with growth and young families. Well, that didn’t 
happen. What did happen is that God healed my wounded and bitter heart and gave me a renewed 
sense of ministry and a heart for his work and his kingdom. I also grew wiser and have now learned 
that programs and slick preaching will not grow a Meeting by one family without God. God has to give 
the increase, he has to be behind it all. That’s not to say that God doesn’t want to grow young families 
at AFM. It just simply means it has to be on his schedule, not mine. Keep loving people and being 
gracious and kind, God will bless this meeting with growth and new life if you continue to be faithful 
and follow His leading and are obedient to his call.   
 
I love you all, and will always remember my days here as some of the best in my ministry so far.   

Brandon Dockery 

 

 


