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Good Friday 

One of the complaints I have heard over the years from Protestants is that Roman 
Catholics are over-focused about Jesus being on the Cross. It usually goes something 
like this, “They have forgotten that Jesus is no longer on the Cross!” I think there is 
some credibility to that argument. Many Catholics are very aware of their sin guilt and 
the suffering of Jesus. 

But there are always two sides to an argument between two siblings, right? There is 
also credibility to the argument that Protestants are not aware enough of their sin guilt 
and the suffering of Jesus. I have rarely seen a Crucifix used in Protestant services—
and never ever have I seen one permanently displayed in a Protestant place of worship. 

Could it be that the Cross with Jesus on it and the Cross without Jesus on it belong side 
by side in equal importance? I strongly believe so. Sin’s authority and power over 
creation was defeated on Good Friday...not because of a cross...but because of Jesus. 
Jesus became our sin—suffering in body, mind, and spirit. The Son of God died in our 
place up on that cross. But God could not stay dead. The Cross without Jesus on it 
symbolizes the Resurrection. The Apostle Paul calls the resurrected Jesus a Second 
Adam—the first of a new kind of life. Eternal Life. 

Today, Good Friday, let us not forget to honor the first part of this weekend’s Good 
News. Visualize the scene. Think about the cost—Jesus is in your place. Jesus died the 
sinner’s death—the Father turned his face away—Jesus was completely abandoned 
and condemned. Humble yourself before the Lord in prayer: confession, repentance, 
adoration, gratefulness, and love.  

I invite you to hold this disposition until Resurrection morning. 

Here is a prayer (say it aloud if you want to):  

Lord, have mercy on me, a Sinner!  (Luke 18:13) 
I confess my sins to You (name them).  
Father, I am sorry. I want a closer relationship with You.  
By Your Holy Spirit, I will strive to live a life of love and grace—like Jesus did.  
Thank you for your sacrifice, Jesus.  
I love you, Lord! Amen (Let it be so!) 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Chad 

 


