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You’ve got purpose, but now what? 

Here’s a quiz for you: do you know what the purpose statement of Archdale Friends Meeting is? 
(Don’t just keep reading! Do you know it?) It is printed every week in our worship bulletin. I 
think it is a great purpose statement—a statement of why we exist. So, every week we proclaim 
that our purpose is to seek, love, and obey the Living Christ and to share his love with others. I 
hope that statement is true for each and every one of us as well as the congregation. 

So, my next question is: what does that kind of existence look like? Basically, this is a vision 
statement. A life that exists to seek, love, and obey the living Christ and to share his love with 
others would definitely stand out in our world today. I don’t think God has limited individuals 
and congregations to one vision—God has created diversity in our visioning as well. So, really, 
what does your personal vision look like? What is our vision for our congregation’s purpose? 

Last question: how do we plan to accomplish that vision? That's the mission statement. What 
are the concrete actions to get from where we (personally and as a congregation) are right now 
to where our vision becomes a reality? If you’re like me, you realize that there is a lot of actions 
that have to take place in order for my vision to be accomplished. So, I work at one (or two) 
items at a time. If I tried to do it all at once, it would be overwhelming (not to mention 
unrealistic and a setup for failure). If you were to choose one action, what would it be? 

 Purpose, Vision, and Mission statements are often discussed in leadership circles. They’re 
trendy and can get overly complicated—that's why a lot of folks avoid them. But we all do them 
to one extent or another. Have you ever made a New Year’s resolution? Then you’ve done this 
stuff! “My purpose is to be healthier than I am now. I envision myself losing 15 pounds. My plan 
is to exercise more and eat proportionally.”  

What if you took Archdale Friends’ purpose statement and added a personal vision and mission 
statement to it? Just for a month—or ten days! Don’t make it too hard or too simple...but 
something that would be a stretch and doable. If your life’s purpose is seeking, loving, and 
obeying the Living Christ and sharing his love with others, what does that look like (vision) and 
how would you get that done (mission)? 

Christ's Grace and Peace to you, 

Chad 


