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Darlene and I have been graced by your love for the past 6 and one-half years.  We are grateful for the 
friendships we have developed and the wonderful times experienced.  We thank each of you for your 
dedication and faithfulness to God and His Kingdom at Archdale Friends and this community.   We 
look forward to seeing each of you in the future as time permits.   This is my concluding devotional for 
each of you.   

Over twenty years ago I was stopped for driving too fast in a speed zone.  I knew the arresting officer, 
but he gave me the ticket because I was speeding.   In the courtroom I pleaded guilty, the judge was 
our neighbor.  He was not only kind but embarrassed for me to be in court.  The fine was $30.00 and 
court costs.  If he had not imposed the fine, let me go free, it would have been inconsistent with 
justice.   The penalty had to be paid either by me or someone else!  Judgment is consistent with love. 
A God of love must be a God of justice.   It is because God loves us that He sent His Son into the world. 
His justice balances His love and makes both acts of love and justice meaningful.   God could not 
consistently love me if He did not provide for the judgment of evil-doers.  Adam and Eve had to leave 
the Garden of Eden because of their poor choices.  Noah was found as the only righteous man, 
everyone else perished in the flood.  His punishment of evil-doers and His separation of the righteous 
is a manifestation of God’s great love, that came as the child in the manger and later rose from the 
grave.   

We must always look at the cross on the dark background of judgment.  It was because God’s love for 
man was so intense that He sent His son to earth to dwell among us, and it was the giving of His Son, 
so that man would not have to face judgment, but saved us through His marvelous grace.   

Lord, you are the Supreme Judge of all the earth, and we thank you that even though we do not 
deserve forgiveness, we understand that our judgment was paid by Your Beloved Son, Jesus Christ, 
the Lord.   Go tell it on the mountain that Jesus Christ is Born.  

Darlene and I wish you a Merry Christmas and a joyous 2021.   

Blessings,   

Rusty  

 

 


