
Planning Giving Tips 
Article TWO in a series of five 

Greetings Good Shepherd! Christ is Risen Indeed -Alleluia! This is Yvonne, your 
Regional Gift Planner, back with you for another week of planned giving tips. 

To start out, let’s take a look at how planned giving fits into a complete picture of 
balanced stewardship.  The Three-Legged Stool (see below) shows how three 
kinds of gifts work together to provide immediate and long-term support for 
Good Shepherd. The middle leg of the stool is the one most familiar to us: current 
gifts – your weekly, monthly or annual support commitment for Good Shepherd. 
These gifts support Good Shepherd’s operating fund and help “keep the lights on” 
and cover the costs of day-to-day, week-to-week ministry. Current gifts usually 

come from your monthly cash flow. You can give in-person, by mail or online. You can give one-time gifts 
using cash or checks. You can automate your giving by setting up recurring donations at Good Shepherd’s 
online giving webpage or through your bank. Current tax laws provide some benefits for “bundling” your 
current gifts into larger lump sums, which can provide a charitable deduction.* Consider calculating your 
total annual charitable gift commitment and using that lump sum to set up a Donor Advised Fund (DAF). 
You’ll receive an immediate charitable deduction when you establish your DAF. You can then draw your 
gifts for Good Shepherd and other charitable organizations from your DAF at your discretion. For those 
who are 72 or older, you can use the Required Minimum Distribution (RMD) from your IRA accounts to 
create a Qualified Charitable Distribution (QCD) for Good Shepherd. The funds you set aside for a QCD will 
fulfill your RMD and be excluded from your taxable income. Want to find out more? I’m here to help you!  
You can reach me at 215-300-8942 or yvonne.lembo@elca.org.  

*DISCLAIMER: This article does not constitute legal, 
tax or financial advice. Consult with your legal, tax 
and financial advisors to evaluate the specifics of 
your situation. 

You’re Invited! (Click the event for more…) 

Sa 4/17 Virtual Estate Planning Workshop 
 
Insights ELCA Foundation E-Newsletter 

Sunday 4/25 Planned Giving Workshop at 
GSLC 
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