
     

 

How Much Should I Donate to the Church? 
Ah ha! Did you expect an answer with clear instructions – or formula to use? No - it would be 
nice if there were a simple answer to this important question. But the decision of how much and 
how frequently to donate is a private one. One that is rooted in our own relationship with God 
and Christian understanding that all that we have, indeed, comes from God.  

Having said that, Good Shepherd’s operations and programs are funded 100% percent by 
offerings. And we are a relatively small church. So, we trust that you will do what you are able to 
support our spending plan for salaries and benefits; building and infrastructure upkeep and 
management; Sunday School and Youth Group; and of course, critical outreach to the local, 
national and global communities.  

We are very blessed to have extremely dedicated volunteers who do so much at no cost to us by 
sharing their time and talents to serve the Good Shepherd “flock.” There are lots of ways for you 
to contribute outside of monetary donations. Now that we are finally closing the chapter on the 
pandemic, please keep your eyes and ears open for opportunities that appeal to you.  

Although this article will not dictate how much or how frequently you should make an offering to 
Good Shepherd, I would like to share some thoughts for you to consider during quiet time over 
the next several weeks: 

• If you do not already do so, consider signing up for electronic giving. There are many 
options that may make it easier for you to budget. You can sign up to donate by credit 
card (which does charge the church a percentage fee) or you can select an ACH transfer 
out of your checking or savings account (for about $0.25 fee to Good Shepherd). Small, 
consistent donations really do make a difference and help ensure a reliable source of 
income to meet our ongoing expenses. Forms are in the church office and can be left in 
my mailbox (Financial Secretary) or you can sign up yourself on our website 
(www.gslutheran.net/give) under “Give.” I’m here to answer any questions you may have; 
assist you with set up; or to help modify or cancel your set up at any time. (Denise Gray 
571-216-2371 or gray22301@gmail.com) 
 

• If you were fortunate enough to not have suffered the loss of employment or decrease in 
earnings during the pandemic, is it time for you to consider a slight increase in your 
giving? Online giving is wonderfully convenient – but does require periodic review and 
consideration for an increase or decrease depending upon your circumstances. 
 

• Have you investigated a Charitable Trust? New tax laws have changed the way some 
families manage their charitable giving. A charitable trust can provide you with a lump  
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sum tax write off upon initial investment and can generate steady support to non-profits 
you care about – like Good Shepherd. Your investment also generates earnings, so you 
have more to give tax free! 
 

• If you donate by check, we appreciate you! We are not suggesting that you switch your 
preferred method to donate. We do ask that you strive to be as consistent as possible, 
regardless of whether you are able to worship in person or not. If you are not able to 
attend a worship service, you can mail a check to the church or make up that missed 
donation a subsequent week. 

Thoughts? Suggestions? Concerns? I’d love your feedback – as would any Council Member or 
Pastor Wendy. Feel free to reach out to any of us. 

Thank you for your prayerful consideration of this information. 

God’s peace be with you -  

Denise Gray 
Financial Secretary 
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