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Welcome to Good Shepherd! 
- You are in the right place! If you have any questions or need anything, please feel free to ask an usher or the 
pastor and we will be glad to help. 
- Please sign in. Pew Pads are located at the end of each pew. Please sign in and pass them down to the end of 
the row. If you are a visitor, please include contact information - you will receive a single email/note from 
Pastor Kate but don't worry - we won't send you further emails unless you wish! 
- You are invited to write a prayer request on the white podium situated at the entrance to the worship space 
which will be included and spoken in worship today, or share a prayer request inside the pew pads. 
- There is one gender-neutral bathroom located on this level. Additional restrooms are located downstairs. 
 
Children in Worship 
Children (and their noise and wiggles) are always welcome in worship and are an important part of our church. 
But, if you need a break, the service audio is played in the lounge, and there is a nursery located downstairs. 
Changing rooms are located in the downstairs bathrooms. There are worship bags and books for children 
located in the back of the sanctuary. During the school year, Sunday School is held during the 9:45 AM worship 
service, for ages 3 - 12th grade. If you have questions about Sunday School, First Communion, or Confirmation 
classes, please contact Denise Steene at education@gslutheran.net 
 
Good Shepherd's Statement of Welcome 
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church invites you to join us on a journey of faith. We welcome the participation of 
all ages, races, religious backgrounds, sexual orientations, gender identities, socioeconomic, marital, and family 
statuses, abilities, political affiliations, and national origins. Ministry is strengthened by diversity, and we 
welcome all to join us in worship, fellowship, learning, and service. You are a child of God; you are welcome 
here. 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
PRELUDE   Wachet auf, ruft uns die stimme   J.S. Bach 
A chorale prelude based on the Hymn of the Day, “Wake, Awake! For Night is Flying.” Also translated as “Sleepers 
Awake”  
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, 
who alone does wondrous things. 
Blessed be God’s name forever. 
Amen. 
Beloved, now is the time to wake from sleep. 
Let us confront our sins, 
and confess them to the one who is merciful and just. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
God of new beginnings, we confess that we have not welcomed your holy reign. 
We have strayed from your paths. We prepare for war instead of peace. 
We dishonor one another and your creation. Purify us with your refining fire 
and set us again on your way of love, that we may bear fruit worthy of repentance, 
and welcome your coming among us. Amen. 
 
People of God, a new thing is growing in our midst, a tender branch, a living sign. 
By water and the Spirit you are joined to this wonder. 
You have put on ☩ Christ, and your sins have been washed away. 
Rejoice in the way of the Lord. Amen.  
 

GATHERING HYMN   Savior of the Nations Come (vs. 1 – 4)  ELW 263 (red book)   



GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
KYRIE 

 
 
LIGHTING OF ADVENT WREATH 
Praise to you, O God, our salvation who is near. 
You hold us in our waiting and keep us awake to the world. 
You show up in our lives at unexpected times. 
Bless us as we light this candle to keep vigil for your arrival. 
We trust that even though we do not know the day or the hour, 
you hurry to gather all people to your peace. Amen. 
The first candle is lit as we sing. 
CANTICLE OF  PRAISE  

 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray, 
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection save us from the threatening dangers of 
our sins and enlighten our walk in the way of your salvation, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Please sign the pew pad and pass it down so that all in your pew can sign in. Before or after the service, and during the 
sharing of the peace, we invite you to get to know those near you in worship. 

 
WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
 
FIRST READING: Isaiah 2:1-5 
A reading from Isaiah, the 2nd chapter. 
The visionary message presented in this reading focuses on a future day when God establishes a universal reign of 
peace. Divine decisions will make war obsolete, and the worshiping community responds: “Let us walk in the light of 
that Lord now!” 
 
1The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 
 2In days to come 
  the mountain of the LORD’s house 
 shall be established as the highest of the mountains, 
  and shall be raised above the hills; 
 all the nations shall stream to it. 
  3Many peoples shall come and say, 
 “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, 
  to the house of the Jacob’s God, 
 who will teach us the ways of God, 
  that we may walk in the paths of the LORD.” 
 For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, 
  and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 
 4God shall judge between the nations, 
  and shall arbitrate for many peoples; 
 they shall beat their swords into plowshares, 
  and their spears into pruning hooks; 
 nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 
  neither shall they learn war any more. 
 5O house of Jacob, 
  come, let us walk in the light of the LORD! 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM: Psalm 122 
We will read Psalm 122 responsively. 
 
 1I was glad when they said to me, 
  “Let us go to the house of the LORD.” 
 2Now our feet are standing 
  within your gates, O Jerusalem. 
 3Jerusalem is built as a city 
  that is at unity with itself; 



 4to which the tribes go up, the tribes of the LORD, 
  the assembly of Israel, to praise the name of the LORD.  
  5For there are the thrones of judgment, 
  the thrones of the house of David. 
 6Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: 
  “May they prosper who love you. 
 7Peace be within your walls 
  and quietness within your towers. 
 8For the sake of my kindred and companions, 
  I pray for your prosperity. 
 9Because of the house of the LORD our God, 
  I will seek to do you good.”  
 
SECOND READING: Romans 13:11-14 
A reading from Romans, the 13th chapter. 
Paul compares the advent of Christ to the coming of dawn. We live our lives today in light of Christ’s coming in the 
future. 
 
11Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is 
nearer to us now than when we became believers; 12the night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside 
the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; 13let us live honorably as in the day, not in reveling and 
drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. 14Instead, put on the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 
 
GOSPEL: Matthew 24:36-44 
The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
Jesus describes his second coming as a sudden, turbulent event that will bring about deep change to our normal, day-
to-day lives. Therefore, he urges people to stay awake, be aware, and wait expectantly, because the Son of Man will 
come unannounced. 
 
[Jesus said,] 36“About that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the 
Father. 37For as the days of Noah were, so will be the coming of the Son-of-Man. 38For as in those days before 
the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, 



39and they knew nothing until the flood came and swept them all away, so too will be the coming of the Son-of-
Man. 40Then two men will be in the field; one will be taken and one will be left. 41Two women will be grinding 
meal together; one will be taken and one will be left. 42Keep awake therefore, for you do not know on what day 
your Lord is coming. 43But understand this: if the owner of the house had known in what part of the night the 
thief was coming, the owner would have stayed awake and would not have let the house be broken into. 
44Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son-of-Man is coming at an unexpected hour.” 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON   The Rev. Kate Costa 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY   Wake, Awake, for Night is Flying  ELW 436 (red book)   
 
CREED 
Let us confess our faith using the words of the Apostles’ Creed. 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Each petition will end with “God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.” 
 
PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 
OFFERING INSTRUCTIONS 
The offering is a gift of thanks which is used to support the ministries of the church locally and globally. Please feel free 
to put cash/checks/online giving cards in the offering plate or donate here: www.gslutheran.net/give 
 
OFFERTORY   Nun komm der Heiden Heiland  Dietrich Buxtehude 
Translation: Savior of the Nations, Come. A chorale prelude based on the opening hymn.   
 
 
 
 

http://www.gslutheran.net/give


OFFERING  

 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Eternal God, 
you make the desert bloom 
and send springs of water to thirsty ground. 
Receive these simple gifts of bread, wine, and money, 
and make us messengers of your mercy and love 
for all in need of your healing and justice. 
We ask this through Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
 
 

 

 

 



HOLY, HOLY, HOLY  

 

 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new 
covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER  
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

         on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
        who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION   
Be strong, do not fear! 
Here is your God, who has come to save you. 
 
COMMUNION INSTRUCTIONS 
This is Christ’s table and all are welcome here! An usher will direct you to the communion rail where you may 
kneel or stand. You will first receive the bread (gluten-free wafers are available) and then take a glass of wine or 
grape juice from the tray. Please remain at the rail until the blessing is said, and then return to your seat by the 
outside aisle. If you (or your child) do not yet commune, please let the pastor know and they will share a 
blessing. Children may commune at any age; we offer communion instruction for those in the second grade or 
older.  
 



LAMB OF GOD 

 

COMMUNION HYMNS Gift of Finest Wheat    ELW 484 (red book)    
    He Comes to us as One Unknown  ELW 737 (red book) 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Faithful God, in this meal you have remembered your mercy, 
bringing heaven to earth in the body and blood of Christ. 
As we wait for the day when all your promises will be fulfilled, 
sustain us and strengthen us by this holy mystery. 
Guide us toward your promised future, coming to birth in Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

BLESSING  
God the eternal Word, who dwells with us in Jesus, 
and who holds us in the grace of the Holy Spirit, ☩ bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG   Awake, Awake and Greet the New Morn  ELW 242 (red book)   
    
DISMISSAL  
Go in peace. Christ is near. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE   Gottes sohn ist kommen   J.S. Bach 
A chorale prelude on an old Lutheran Advent hymn, “God’s Son is Coming.” 
     
From “Everlasting Light” by David Eck of Abiding Savior Lutheran Church, Fairview, NC. 2022.   
From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
 

Staff 
Pastor: The Rev. Kate Costa                                              pastorkate@gslutheran.net  
Director of Educational Ministries: Denise Steene          leuctra@verizon.net 
Organist: Alex Gray                                                             redandblue32@yahoo.com                     
Sexton: Hector Hernandez                                    admin@gslutheran.net  
Bookkeeper: Paul Lund                                             bookkeeper@gslutheran.net  
Administrative Secretary: Karen Madigan                        admin@gslutheran.net  
Interim Choir Director: Ruth Becker                                 ruthbecker5706@msn.com 

mailto:pastorkate@gslutheran.net
mailto:leuctra@verizon.net
mailto:redandblue32@yahoo.com
mailto:admin@gslutheran.net
mailto:bookkeeper@gslutheran.net
mailto:admin@gslutheran.net
mailto:ruthbecker5706@msn.com

