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Good Shepherd's Statement of Welcome 
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church invites you to join us on a journey of faith. We welcome the participation of 
all ages, races, religious backgrounds, sexual orientations, gender identities, socioeconomic, marital, and family 
statuses, abilities, political affiliations, and national origins. Ministry is strengthened by diversity, and we 
welcome all to join us in worship, fellowship, learning, and service. You are a child of God; you are welcome 
here. 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
LIGHTING OF ADVENT WREATH 
Praise to you, O God, our salvation who is near. Wake us up to your love this Advent! 
You hold us in our waiting and keep us awake to the world. Wake us up to your love this Advent! 
You show up in our lives at unexpected times. Wake us up to your love this Advent! 
Bless us as we light this candle to keep vigil for your arrival. Wake us up to your love this Advent! 
We trust that even though we do not know the day or the hour,  
you hurry to gather all people to your peace. Amen. 
 
Bells are distributed to children to ring as we sing “Gloria.”  
 
The first candle is lit as we sing. The Advent Wreath is lit by the Anderson/Forde Family. 
 
CANTICLE OF  PRAISE  

 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray, stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. Wake us up to your love this Advent.  Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 



WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 
FIRST READING: Isaiah 2:4-5  A reading from Isaiah, the 2nd chapter. 
 
 4God shall judge between the nations, 
  and shall arbitrate for many peoples; 
 they shall beat their swords into plowshares, 
  and their spears into pruning hooks; 
 nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 
  neither shall they learn war any more. 
 5O house of Jacob, 
  come, let us walk in the light of the LORD! 
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM: Psalm 122 
We will read Psalm 122. When you hear “I was glad when they said to me” then we will all say together, “Let us 
go to the house of the Lord.”  
 
 1I was glad when they said to me, 
  “Let us go to the house of the LORD.” 
 
 2Now our feet are standing 
  within your gates, O Jerusalem. 
 3Jerusalem is built as a city 
  that is at unity with itself; 
1I was glad when they said to me, 
  “Let us go to the house of the LORD.” 
 
 4to which the tribes go up, the tribes of the LORD, 
  the assembly of Israel, to praise the name of the LORD.  
  5For there are the thrones of judgment, 
  the thrones of the house of David. 
1I was glad when they said to me, 
  “Let us go to the house of the LORD.” 
 
 6Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: 
  “May they prosper who love you. 
 7Peace be within your walls 
  and quietness within your towers. 
1I was glad when they said to me, 
  “Let us go to the house of the LORD.” 
 
 8For the sake of my kindred and companions, 
  I pray for your prosperity. 
 9Because of the house of the LORD our God, 
  I will seek to do you good.”  
1I was glad when they said to me, 
  “Let us go to the house of the LORD.” 
 
 
 
 
 



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 
 
GOSPEL: Matthew 24:36-44 
The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
42Keep awake therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. 43But understand this: if the 
owner of the house had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, the owner would have stayed 
awake and would not have let the house be broken into. 44Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son-of-
Man is coming at an unexpected hour.” 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  Denise Steene 
 
 
 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

BLESSING  
God the eternal Word, who dwells with us in Jesus, 
and who holds us in the grace of the Holy Spirit, ☩ bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

 


