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WELCOME 

 

 

 



We are glad that you are here today!  

• Pew Pads are located at the end of each pew. Please sign in and pass them down to the end of the row. 
If you are a visitor, please include contact information - you will receive a single email/note from Pastor 
Kate but don't worry - we won't send you further emails unless you wish! 

• You are welcome to write a prayer request on the white podium situated at the entrance to the worship 
space which will be included and spoken in worship today or write a prayer request inside the pew pads. 

• There is one gender-neutral bathroom located on this level. Additional restrooms are located downstairs 

Children in Worship  

Children (and their noise and wiggles) are always welcome in worship and are an important part of our church. 
But, if you need a break, the service audio is played in the lounge, and there is a nursery located downstairs. 
Changing rooms are located in the downstairs bathrooms. There are worship bags and books for children 
located in the back of the sanctuary. Sunday School is held during the 9:45 AM worship service, for ages 3 - 
12th grade. If you have questions about Sunday School, First Communion, or Confirmation classes, please 
contact Denise Steene at leuctra@verizon.net  

Good Shepherd's Statement of Welcome 

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church invites you to join us on a journey of faith. We welcome the participation of 
all ages, races, religious backgrounds, sexual orientations, gender identities, socioeconomic, marital, and family 
statuses, abilities, political affiliations, and national origins. Ministry is strengthened by diversity, and 
we welcome all to join us in worship, fellowship, learning, and service. You are a child of God; you 
are welcome here.  

Introduction to the day 
We have no good apart from God. That makes Jesus’ call to follow him an invitation to freedom. This is the 
freedom to revel in the Spirit’s fruit: love, joy, peace, and patience. This is the freedom to not be imprisoned by 
anything that would keep us from the fullness of the life God has given us. This is the path of life. 
 
  

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
PRELUDE 
Amazing Grace   John Carter 
 
OPENING SONG  Amazing Grace (verses 1 & 2) 
 
1 Amazing grace! how sweet the sound 
 that saved a wretch like me! 
 I once was lost, but now am found; 
 was blind, but now I see. 
 
2 'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, 
 and grace my fears relieved; 
 how precious did that grace appear 
 the hour I first believed! 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP (inspired by Psalm 42, Psalm 78, Psalm 104) 
God, you split rocks in the wilderness, 
and gave your people abundant drink, as from the deep. 
Come to us, Lord.  
Give us that abundant water. 
 



 
You made streams come out of the rock, 
and caused waters to flow down like rivers. 
Come to us, Lord.  
Send the waters down upon us. 
You turned the desert into pools of water, 
the parched land into springs of water. 
Come to us, Lord.  
Create springs in the parched desert of our hearts. 
As a deer longs for flowing streams, 
so my soul longs for you, O God. 
My soul thirsts for God, for the living God.  
Come to us, Lord, and fill our longing.  
Forgive us, Stir us. 
 
God hears our cry and sends the Spirit to change us 
and to empower our lives in the world. 
Our sins are forgiven, 
God’s love is unconditional, 
and we are raised up as God’s people 
who will always be made new, 
in the name of Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
 
GATHERING SONG  Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil  ELW 512 (red book) 
 
OPENING PRAYER  
Let us pray.  
Sovereign God, ruler of all hearts, you call us to obey you, and you favor us with true freedom. Keep us faithful 
to the ways of your Son, that, leaving behind all that hinders us, we may steadfastly follow your paths, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Please sign the pew pad and pass it down so that all in your pew can sign in before returning it to the center aisle. We 
appreciate knowing who is with us!  
 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 
FIRST READING: 1 Kings 19:15-16, 19-21 
A reading from 1 Kings, the 19th chapter. 
 
15Then the LORD said to [Elijah,] “Go, return on your way to the wilderness of Damascus; when you arrive, you 
shall anoint Hazael as king over Aram. 16Also you shall anoint Jehu son of Nimshi as king over Israel; and you 
shall anoint Elisha son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah as prophet in your place. 
 19So he set out from there, and found Elisha son of Shaphat, who was plowing. There were twelve yoke of 
oxen ahead of him, and he was with the twelfth. Elijah passed by him and threw his mantle over him. 20He left 
the oxen, ran after Elijah, and said, “Let me kiss my father and my mother, and then I will follow you.” Then 
Elijah said to him, “Go back again; for what have I done to you?” 21He returned from following him, took the 
yoke of oxen, and slaughtered them; using the equipment from the oxen, he boiled their flesh, and gave it to the 
people, and they ate. Then he set out and followed Elijah, and became his servant. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 



 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  Lord, Be Glorified (verses 1 – 3)   
1 In my life, Lord, be glorified, be glorified; 
 in my life, Lord, be glorified today. 
2 In our song, Lord, be glorified, be glorified; 
 in our song, Lord, be glorified today. 
3 In your church, Lord, be glorified, be glorified; 
 in your church, Lord, be glorified today. 
 
GOSPEL: Luke 9:51-62 
The holy gospel according to Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
51When the days drew near for [Jesus] to be taken up, he set his face to go to Jerusalem. 52And he sent 
messengers ahead of him. On their way they entered a village of the Samaritans to make ready for him; 53but 
they did not receive him, because his face was set toward Jerusalem. 54When his disciples James and John saw 
it, they said, “Lord, do you want us to command fire to come down from heaven and consume them?” 55But he 
turned and rebuked them. 56Then they went on to another village. 
 57As they were going along the road, someone said to him, “I will follow you wherever you go.” 58And Jesus 
said to him, “Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests; but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head.” 
59To another he said, “Follow me.” But he said, “Lord, first let me go and bury my father.” 60But Jesus said to 
him, “Let the dead bury their own dead; but as for you, go and proclaim the kingdom of God.” 61Another said, “I 
will follow you, Lord; but let me first say farewell to those at my home.” 62Jesus said to him, “No one who puts a 
hand to the plow and looks back is fit for the kingdom of God.” 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
CHILDREN'S MESSAGE  George Steene 
 
SERMON    The Rev. Kate Costa 

 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY   Here I Am, Lord   ELW 574 (red book) 
 
CREED FROM THE NEW ZEALAND PRAYER BOOK 
You, O God, are supreme and holy. You create our world and give us life. 
Your purpose overarches everything we do. You have always been with us. 
You are God. 
 
You, O God, are infinitely generous, good beyond all measure. 
You came to us before we came to you. You have revealed and proved 
Your love for us in Jesus Christ, who lived and died and rose again. 
You are God. 
 
You, O God, are Holy Spirit. You empower us to be your gospel in the world. 
You reconcile and heal; you overcome death. 
You are our God. We worship You. 
Amen. 



 
PRAYERS 
Each petition will end with, “God of grace,” to which the congregation will respond, “Hear our prayer.” 
 
PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

 
MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 
 
OFFERING 
The offering is a gift of thanks which is used to support the ministries of the church locally and globally. Please feel free 
to put cash/checks/online giving cards in the offering plate or donate here: www.gslutheran.net/give 
 
OFFERTORY 
Here I Am, Lord   John Carter 
 
OFFERING SONG   This Is The Day    WP 141 (purple book) 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. 

ALL: 

In our songs and in our words, 
we give praise to you, Lord. 
In our worship, study, and service, 
we bless you. 
Loving God, 
you breathe life into our mortal bodies; 
you complete us and fill our every need. 
For all that you have done; 
for all that you have given to us, 
we worship you. 
Beautiful savior, 
with all that we are, and with all that we have, 
we offer you our thanks and praise. Amen. 

 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
We give you thanks and praise, O God, creator and sustainer of the universe.  

We give you thanks for sun and sea and sky, for bush and birds, for phases of the moon, for stars at night, and 
planets in their courses. All you make is very good. For the universe we praise you, we worship and adore you.  

We give you thanks for our creation and our calling, for friendship and community, for love and laughter, tears 
and pain of growth. For your gift of life we praise you, we worship and adore you.  

Blessed are you, most Holy, in Jesus Christ, who came among us as a servant and a friend to reconcile us to 
yourself. We thank you for that life of love, the good news of your reign, and the promise of a banquet where 
all your children shall be free. For your gift of Christ we praise you, we worship and adore you.  

To you indeed be glory, almighty God, because on the night before he died, your Son, Jesus Christ, took bread; 
when he had given you thanks, he broke it, gave it to his disciples, and said: Take, eat, this is my body which is 
given for you; do this to remember me.  

http://www.gslutheran.net/give


After supper he took the cup; when he had given you thanks, he gave it to them and said: This cup is the new 
covenant in my blood poured shed for you; do this as often as you drink it to remember me.  

For new life in Christ we praise you, we worship and adore you.  

Send your Holy Spirit upon us and our celebration, that we may be fed with the body and blood of your Son and 
be filled with your life and goodness. Strengthen us to do your work, and to be your body in the world. Unite us 
in Christ and give us your peace. 

 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Good Shepherd is an open community and all are invited to Christ’s table.  
Wherever you are on your faith's journey, 
wherever you have come from and wherever you are going to,  
whatever you believe, whatever you do not believe,  
you are welcome to participate in the communion.  
This sacred meal is for all people.  
This is Christ’s table and all are welcome here!  

The right side of the church will commune first, followed by the left. Please come forward by the center aisle to receive 
the bread (gluten-free wafers are available), and then a glass of wine (red) or grape juice (white). You can then place 
your empty glass on the holder at the communion rail and return to your seat, or kneel to commune there.  If you have 
any questions, just ask the pastor. 

 
COMMUNION HYMN  Just a Closer Walk with Thee   ELW 697  (red book) 
 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world  

 
BLESSING 
Let the trumpet sound! Let the voices be raised in celebration! Go into God’s world with joy, knowing that God’s 
love goes with you. Be at peace! AMEN.  
 
SENDING SONG  Lead Me, Guide Me  ELW 768 (red book) 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Christ is with you. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE 
Guide Me O, Thou Great Jehovah   Carla Klassan 
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