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INTRODUCTION TO WORSHIP / HELPFUL HINTS WITH ZOOM 
• Keep yourself muted to avoid background noise 
• Use “chat” to write the name of persons for whom we pray  
• Online giving link will be in chat 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

GATHERING The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
 

VIDEO – Sunrise 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o_kgdCGisso 

 

EASTER ACCLAMATION 

After the events of Holy Week, the disciples are devastated. They are in the midst of full-blown grief and 
disbelief. Into the heart of that grief came a stunning revelation–life had overcome death. Love had won out 
over violence. God’s faithfulness would build them up once again. God’s love will bind them together. Is this 
possible in our lives? Today’s worship will say, “Yes, it can! Come and see! Live and love! This is the heart of 
the matter!” Christ is risen! Let the people say, “Christ is risen indeed!”  

ALL: CHRIST IS RISEN INDEED! 
 
GATHERING HYMN: JESUS CHRIST IS RISEN TODAY (ELW 365) 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o_kgdCGisso


 



PRAYER OF THE DAY (based on Jeremiah 31) 

God of new dawns, new awakenings, new life, we hear your voice this morning saying, “I have loved you, my 
people, with an everlasting love. With unfailing love I have drawn you to myself.” On this Easter day, you tell 
us we will be rebuilt and made new. In gratitude we hear you, Living God, and we believe you. And so we will 
celebrate the gift of new life in Christ, even in the midst of fear. You give us eyes to see through tears, songs to 
sing with throats tight with emotion. We know you help the weary rise up out of the ashes. Give us the 
courage to be your light and hope in this world today.  

ALL: Amen. 

 
WORD God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 
FIRST READING: Jeremiah 31:1-6 
Reader: One of the scriptures for this year’s Easter selections is from the book of 
Jeremiah. The people of Jeremiah’s time were going through trauma. Jeremiah was 
frustrated with their behavior for many chapters but ultimately his tone changes and he 
prophesies God’s promise that they will be built back up from the devastation they have 
endured. They will again feel joy and they will begin to plan for the future again, planting 
vineyards on the hills even in the midst of exile and pain. Hear these words of promise: 
 
As Israel searched for a place of rest, 
 the Lord appeared to them from a distance: 
I have loved you with a love that lasts forever. 
 And so with unfailing love, 
 I have drawn you to myself. 
Again, I will build you up, 
 and you will be rebuilt, virgin Israel. 
Again, you will play your tambourines 
 and dance with joy. 
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Again, you will plant vineyards 
 on the hills of Samaria; 
 farmers will plant and then enjoy the harvests. 
The time will come when 
 the watchmen shout from 
 the highlands of Ephraim: 
“Get ready! We’re going up to Zion 
 to the Lord our God!” 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
PSALM 118: ADULT CHOIR 
 
SECOND READING: ACTS 10: 34-43 
Reader: Like the rest of Jesus’ disciples, Simon Peter ran away from his side as Jesus was crucified, and then 
even denied knowing him. However, after the resurrection, Peter is filled with the power of the Holy Spirit and 
begins preaching - telling others what he witnessed. 



A reading from Acts. 
 
34Peter began to speak to [the people]: “I truly understand that God shows no partiality, 35but in every nation 
anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. 36You know the message he sent to the 
people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. 37That message spread throughout Judea, 
beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: 38how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the 
Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, 
for God was with him. 39We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to 
death by hanging him on a tree; 40but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, 41not to all 
the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose 
from the dead. 42He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God 
as judge of the living and the dead. 43All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him 
receives forgiveness of sins through his name.” 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: Halle, Halle, Hallelujah (ELW 172) 
 
GOSPEL: Matthew 28:1-10 
We’re going to read from the book of Matthew, one of the gospels, which is the section of the Bible about the 
life of Jesus. Jesus had taught for three years, died on a Friday, and his body had been put in a tomb. The 
disciples, like everyone else (and maybe like you) thought dead people stayed dead. But early on the Sunday 
morning, we meet some of the women who followed Jesus on their way to the tomb to pay their respects. 
And that’s when they discovered something they never expected. 
 
The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
1After the sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to 
see the tomb. 2And suddenly there was a great earthquake; for an angel of the Lord, descending from heaven, 
came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. 3His appearance was like lightning, and his clothing white as 
snow. 4For fear of him the guards shook and became like dead men. 5But the angel said to the women, “Do 
not be afraid; I know that you are looking for Jesus who was crucified. 6He is not here; for he has been raised, 
as he said. Come, see the place where he lay. 7Then go quickly and tell his disciples, ‘He has been raised from 
the dead, and indeed he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him.’ This is my message for 
you.” 8So they left the tomb quickly with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples. 9Suddenly Jesus met 
them and said, “Greetings!” And they came to him, took hold of his feet, and worshiped him. 10Then Jesus said 
to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me.” 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: Halle, Halle, Hallelujah (ELW 172) 
 
HOMILY  REV. JEANETTE LEISK 
 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY Alleluia! Jesus is Risen ELW 377 
 
APOSTLES' CREED  
Let us confess our faith with the words of the Apostles’ Creed. 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 



the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
Please use “chat” to type names for our prayers today       
 
PRAYERS  
Uplifted by the promised hope of healing and resurrection, we join the people of God in all times and places in 
praying for the church, the world, and all who are in need. 

A brief silence. 
 
God of resurrection, from the very beginning you give the church the gift of women as your witnesses: as 
preachers, teachers, and leaders. Open our ears to their proclamation this day and always. Lord, in your 
mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
All your creation praises you—the earth hums, the seas pulse, the stars shine, and the galaxies whirl in 
glorious harmonies to honor you. Let us hear and blend our voices in the song. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
The countries of the world experience disunity and conflict; we set our minds on fear and greed rather than on 
your rule of justice and steadfast love. Build up all countries on your cornerstone of peace. Lord, in your 
mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
We still weep with those who weep, and mourn with those who mourn. Cradle the fearful, the suffering, and 
the dying, assuring them of your loving presence (especially). Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
With bold confidence in your love, almighty God, we place all for whom we pray into your eternal care; 
through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 
THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD 

Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you made all things: you spoke light into darkness, called 
forth beauty from chaos, and brought life into being. For your Word of life, O God, 
we give you thanks and praise. 
 
By your Word you called your people Israel to tell of your wonderful gifts: freedom from captivity, water on 
the desert journey, a pathway home from exile, wisdom for life with you. For your Word of life, O God, 
we give you thanks and praise. 
 
Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and call us to witness: forgiveness through the cross, 
life to those entombed by death, the way of your self-giving love. For your Word of life, O God, 
we give you thanks and praise. 



Send your Spirit of truth, O God; rekindle your gifts within us: renew our faith, increase our hope, and deepen 
our love for the sake of a world in need. Faithful to your Word, O God, draw near to all who call on you; 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever. 
Amen. 
 
 
RECEIVING THE OFFERING 
The offering is a gift of thanks, which is used to support the ministries of the church locally and globally. 
 

 

Building a #BiggerTable 
 

The QR code will bring you to our  
online giving site: goo.gl/P1AHuu 
 
 

 
 
CHOIR ANTHEM (FROM 2019)  

  
 



OFFERING MUSIC – RHONDA ROSE (EASTER GARDEN PICS) 
 
OFFERING SONG ALLELUIA, ALLELUIA, GIVE THANKS (WOV 671) 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 

Let us pray. 
Merciful God, 
our ordinary gifts seem small for such a celebration, 
but you make of them an abundance, 
just as you do with our lives. 
Feed us again at this table 
for service in your name, 
in the strength of the risen Christ. 
Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 

SENDING God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
 
Friends, you may not realize that Easter is not just a day. Easter is a season of eight Sundays that last from 
today until Pentecost Sunday, a time when we celebrate the Spirit of Christ in the church as the presence of 
Jesus’ work ongoing in the world.  
 
During the Easter Season, we will continue to hear more about Jesus’ message of what is truly the “heart of 
the matter” in our lives. We would also love for you to invite anyone to join us – the gift of technology allows 
us to worship together across the miles. 
 
Let us close with this prayer that we will repeat every week of the Easter Season. Repeat after me:  



We know Jesus is present among us… [repeat] 
 
Even in this very home… [repeat] 
 
We will not let fear be louder than love… 
[repeat] 
 
But with glad hearts and rejoicing souls… 
[repeat] 
 
We will sing god’s praise… [repeat] 
 
For we are Easter people…! [repeat] 
 

 
 
 
BLESSING 
As we close this time together, remember: 
God, Father +Son, and Holy Spirit is always with you.  
No matter what you face, 
no matter what trials or hardships come your way, 
God is right beside you, raising your very life, 
guiding and directing your path. 
So, acknowledge your fear and your worry 
and know it is as true and holy as any feeling, 
including joy and hope and love. 
Take heart, my friends! This is the heart of the matter. 
Let the people say, Amen! 
Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds (ELW 367) 
 

 
DISMISSAL 
Christ is risen, just as he said. 
Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
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