GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH
9:45 AM

Fifth Sunday in Lent

INTRODUCTION TO WORSHIP / HELPFUL HINTS WITH ZOOM
 Keep yourself muted to avoid background noise
 Use “chat” to write the name of persons for whom we pray
 Online giving link will be in chat

GATHERING The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
CALL TO WORSHIP
L: Our lives feel disjointed as though they were
a valley of dry bones.
ALL: But the Spirit of God will bring connection
and continuity to our lives.
L: The Spirit of God breathes hope into each
one of us.
ALL: The Spirit of God challenges us to be
people of faith.
L: Open our hearts, Lord, and bring us to your
light.
ALL: Open our lives, Lord, and break us free
from doubt and fear. AMEN.

March 29, 2020

GATHERING SONG Come Alive (Dry Bones) www.youtube.com/watch?v=ew53fdyVVrY
OPENING PRAYER
Let us pray.
Healing and empowering God, we are sometimes so sure that things will not work out, we doubt even your
ability to put things right in our lives. We lack such faith. But Jesus came to show us that our most dreaded
enemy‐‐death‐‐can be overcome by faith. Heal our doubts and our longings for assurance and give us spirits of
trust and hope. In Jesus’ Name, we pray.
Amen.

WORD God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.
FIRST READING: Ezekiel 37:1‐14
Ezekiel’s vision of the valley of dry bones is a promise that Israel as a nation, though dead in exile, will live
again in their land through God’s life‐giving spirit. Three times Israel is assured that through this vision they
will know that “I am the Lord.”
A reading from Ezekiel.
1

The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the Lord and set me down in the
middle of a valley; it was full of bones. 2He led me all around them; there were very many lying in the valley,
and they were very dry. 3He said to me, “Mortal, can these bones live?” I answered, “O Lord God, you
know.” 4Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of
the Lord. 5Thus says the Lord God to these bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. 6I will lay
sinews on you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you
shall live; and you shall know that I am the Lord.”
7
So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, a rattling, and
the bones came together, bone to its bone. 8I looked, and there were sinews on them, and flesh had come
upon them, and skin had covered them; but there was no breath in them. 9Then he said to me, “Prophesy to
the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord God: Come from the four winds,
O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may live.” 10I prophesied as he commanded me, and the
breath came into them, and they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast multitude.

11

Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are dried
up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.’ 12Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the
Lord God: I am going to open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people; and I will bring
you back to the land of Israel. 13And you shall know that I am the Lord, when I open your graves, and bring you
up from your graves, O my people. 14I will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you on
your own soil; then you shall know that I, the Lord, have spoken and will act, says the Lord.”
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE – Denise Steene
PSALM 46 – Good Shepherd Youth
GOSPEL: John 11:1‐45
Jesus is moved to sorrow when his friend Lazarus falls ill and dies. Then, in a dramatic scene, he calls his friend
out of the tomb and restores him to life.
Narrator: Jesus had been informed that one of his most beloved friends, Lazarus, was gravely ill. But he
insisted that this illness would not lead to death but would be used by God as a witness to the Son of God. But
word came to Jesus that Lazarus had died and all were saddened by the news. Jesus insisted that this was the
time to go to the home of Mary and Martha, sisters of Lazarus. Before Jesus arrived, Martha got word that he
was on his way, and she hurried out to meet him.
Martha: Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died. But even now I know that God will give
you whatever you ask of him.
Jesus: Your brother will rise again.
Martha: I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.
Jesus: I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me even though they die, will live, and everyone
who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?
Martha: Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the world.
Narrator: And having said this, Martha returned home to tell Mary that she had spoken with Jesus, who was
on his way to see them. Mary got up quickly and ran out of the house to see Jesus.
Mary: Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.
Jesus: Where have you laid him?
Mary: Lord, come and see.
Narrator: They led Jesus to the tomb in which Lazarus had been laid. All those who followed Mary and Jesus
were amazed and moved by his love for his friend Lazarus. When they arrived at the cave, Jesus gave them
instruction.

Jesus: Take away the stone.
Martha: Lord, already there is a stench because he has been dead for four days.
Jesus: Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of God?
Narrator: And so they rolled the stone away.
Jesus: Father, I thank you for having heard me. I know that you always hear me, but I have said this for the
sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may believe that you sent me. Lazarus, come out!
Narrator: And Lazarus came out, his hands and feet bound with the strips of cloth and his face wrapped in a
cloth.
Jesus: Unbind him, and let him go.
Narrator: Many of the people who had come with Mary and Martha to the tomb had seen what had happened
and they believed in Jesus.
HOMILY

SONG OF THE DAY
Jesus is a Rock in a Weary Land

Red #333

APOSTLES' CREED
Let us confess our faith with the words of the Apostles’ Creed.
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
Please use “chat” to type names for our prayers today
PRAYERS

God, our peace and our strength, we pray for our nation and the world as we face new uncertainties around
coronavirus. Protect the most vulnerable among us, especially all who are currently sick or in isolation. Grant
wisdom, patience, and clarity to health care workers, especially as their work caring for others puts them at
great risk. Guide us as we consider how best to prepare and respond in our families, congregations,
workplaces, and communities. Give us courage to face these days not with fear but with compassion, concern,
and acts of service, trusting that you abide with us always. Lord in your mercy.
Hear our prayer.
Gracious God, it is good for us to gather as your beloved in community. We treasure your presence with us in
word and meal, song and prayer. Be with us in these days when gathering together as often as we would like is

not possible. When we must be apart for reasons of safety, we trust that you surround us with your sheltering
wings. Encourage us in connecting as we are able, reaching out to our neighbors in need and being persistent
in prayer. Lord in your mercy.
Hear our prayer.
We pray for healing in body, mind, and spirit for Stan, Abby, Beth Lins, Jimmy Ledford, Jen M, Federal
Workers, Jay, Prince Charles, Sandra and Andy Duet, and those we name aloud or silently in our hearts (….).
Lord in your mercy.
Hear our prayer.
According to your steadfast love, O God, hear these and all our prayers as we commend them to you; through
Christ our Lord.
Amen.

THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD
Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you made all things: you spoke light into darkness, called
forth beauty from chaos, and brought life into being. For your Word of life, O God,
we give you thanks and praise.
By your Word you called your people Israel to tell of your wonderful gifts: freedom from captivity, water on
the desert journey, a pathway home from exile, wisdom for life with you. For your Word of life, O God,
we give you thanks and praise.
Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and call us to witness: forgiveness through the cross,
life to those entombed by death, the way of your self‐giving love. For your Word of life, O God,
we give you thanks and praise.
Send your Spirit of truth, O God; rekindle your gifts within us: renew our faith, increase our hope, and deepen
our love for the sake of a world in need. Faithful to your Word, O God, draw near to all who call on you;
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever.
Amen.

RECEIVING THE OFFERING
The offering is a gift of thanks, which is used to support the ministries of the church locally and globally.
Building a #BiggerTable

The QR code will bring you to our
online giving site: goo.gl/P1AHuu

OFFERING MUSIC

OFFERING SONG

OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray.
Holy and generous host,
prepare us to witness to your goodness
with every gift you have given us to share,
that all people may know your peace
through Jesus Christ, now and forever.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

BLESSING
Now is the acceptable time.
Now is the day of salvation.
Holy God,
speaking, spoken, and inspiring,
☩ bless you, unbind you,
and send you in love and in peace.
Amen.

SENDING SONG
What Wondrous Love is This Red #666

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God.
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