
GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH 
9:45 AM  Fourth Sunday in Lent March 22, 2020 

 

 
INTRODUCTION TO WORSHIP / HELPFUL HINTS WITH ZOOM 

• Keep yourself muted to avoid background noise 
• It’s helpful if you turn on your video so we can see you 
• Use “chat” (menu at bottom of page) to write the name of persons for whom we pray  

 
GATHERING The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

 



CALL TO WORSHIP (BASED ON PSALM 23)  (Read by the Reid family) 
L: The Lord is our shepherd; we will have all that we need; we are released from fear. 
ALL: The Shepherd guides us, giving us healing and pardon. 
 
L: Even though difficulties and dangers may lie ahead, we do not need to fear. 
ALL: God’s love and strength are as a rod and staff for us. 
 
L: God will give us abundantly from God’s own love. 
ALL: Surely this goodness and mercy will be with us all of our days, and we will dwell in God’s loving care 
forevermore. AMEN. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GATHERING SONG Amazing Grace 
 



 
 

 
 



 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

WORD God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
 
READING: 1 Samuel 16:1-13 from The Message version (Read by Ellie Robb) 
Samuel anointed David even though he was the eighth-oldest son of Jesse and did not match his brothers in 
height or other physical characteristics. With the anointing came endowment with the Spirit of the Lord, 
designating David as the Lord’s chosen successor to Saul. 

A reading from 1st Samuel. 

OPENING PRAYER (Read by Michael 
Sonnenberg) 
 
Let us pray.  
Source of Light, God of great mercy and love, we 
come to you this day seeking restoration of our 
sight. Clear away our blindness, and give us a 
new vision of all that we can accomplish in your 
name. Give us strength and confidence to truly 
witness to your abiding love and faithfulness. For 
we offer this prayer in Jesus’ Name.  
Amen. 
 



God addressed Samuel: “So, how long are you going to mope over Saul? You know I’ve rejected him as king 
over Israel. Fill your flask with anointing oil and get going. I’m sending you to Jesse of Bethlehem. I’ve spotted 
the very king I want among his sons.” 
2-3 “I can’t do that,” said Samuel. “Saul will hear about it and kill me.” 

God said, “Take a heifer with you and announce, ‘I’ve come to lead you in worship of God, with this heifer as a 
sacrifice.’ Make sure Jesse gets invited. I’ll let you know what to do next. I’ll point out the one you are to 
anoint.” 
4 Samuel did what God told him. When he arrived at Bethlehem, the town fathers greeted him, but 
apprehensively. “Is there something wrong?” 
5 “Nothing’s wrong. I’ve come to sacrifice this heifer and lead you in the worship of God. Prepare yourselves, 
be consecrated, and join me in worship.” He made sure Jesse and his sons were also consecrated and called to 
worship. 
6 When they arrived, Samuel took one look at Eliab and thought, “Here he is! God’s anointed!” 
7 But God told Samuel, “Looks aren’t everything. Don’t be impressed with his looks and stature. I’ve already 
eliminated him. God judges persons differently than humans do. Men and women look at the face; God looks 
into the heart.” 
8 Jesse then called up Abinadab and presented him to Samuel. Samuel said, “This man isn’t God’s choice 
either.” 
9 Next Jesse presented Shammah. Samuel said, “No, this man isn’t either.” 
10 Jesse presented his seven sons to Samuel. Samuel was blunt with Jesse, “God hasn’t chosen any of these.” 
11 Then he asked Jesse, “Is this it? Are there no more sons?” 

“Well, yes, there’s the runt. But he’s out tending the sheep.” 

Samuel ordered Jesse, “Go get him. We’re not moving from this spot until he’s here.” 
12 Jesse sent for him. He was brought in, the very picture of health—bright-eyed, good-looking. 

God said, “Up on your feet! Anoint him! This is the one.” 
13 Samuel took his flask of oil and anointed him, with his brothers standing around watching. The Spirit 
of God entered David like a rush of wind, God vitally empowering him for the rest of his life. 

Samuel left and went home to Ramah. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

READING: PSALM 23 (Read Together) 
1The Lord is my shepherd; 
  I shall not be in want. 
 2The Lord makes me lie down in green pastures 
  and leads me beside still waters. 
 
 3You restore my soul, O Lord, 
  and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake. 



 4Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil; 
  for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.  
 
 5You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; 
  you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over. 
 6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, 
  and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.  
 

PSALM 23 VIDEO REFLECTION 

     SPIRITUAL PRACTICE FOR TODAY       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
GOSPEL: John 9:1-41 
Jesus heals a man born blind, provoking a hostile reaction that he regards as spiritual blindness to the things of 
God. 
 
GOSPEL VIDEO: www.youtube.com/watch?v=5cNU0HwKx-0 
 
1As [Jesus] walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man 
or his parents, that he was born blind?” 3Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was 
born blind so that God’s works might be revealed in him. 4We must work the works of him who sent me while 
it is day; night is coming when no one can work. 5As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the 
world.” 6When he had said this, he spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva and spread the mud on 
the man’s eyes, 7saying to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). Then he went and 
washed and came back able to see. 8The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar began to 
ask, “Is this not the man who used to sit and beg?” 9Some were saying, “It is he.” Others were saying, “No, but 
it is someone like him.” He kept saying, “I am the man.” 10But they kept asking him, “Then how were your eyes 
opened?” 11He answered, “The man called Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to 
Siloam and wash.’ Then I went and washed and received my sight.” 12They said to him, “Where is he?” He said, 
“I do not know.” 
  13They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. 14Now it was a sabbath day when 
Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. 15Then the Pharisees also began to ask him how he had received his 
sight. He said to them, “He put mud on my eyes. Then I washed, and now I see.” 16Some of the Pharisees said, 
“This man is not from God, for he does not observe the sabbath.” But others said, “How can a man who is a 
sinner perform such signs?” And they were divided. 17So they said again to the blind man, “What do you say 
about him? It was your eyes he opened.” He said, “He is a prophet.” 
  18The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until they called the parents of 
the man who had received his sight 19and asked them, “Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How 
then does he now see?” 20His parents answered, “We know that this is our son, and that he was born 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5cNU0HwKx-0


blind; 21but we do not know how it is that now he sees, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is 
of age. He will speak for himself.” 22His parents said this because they were afraid of the Jews; for the Jews 
had already agreed that anyone who confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would be put out of the 
synagogue. 23Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.” 
  24So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they said to him, “Give glory to God! 
We know that this man is a sinner.” 25He answered, “I do not know whether he is a sinner. One thing I do 
know, that though I was blind, now I see.” 26They said to him, “What did he do to you? How did he open your 
eyes?” 27He answered them, “I have told you already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it 
again? Do you also want to become his disciples?” 28Then they reviled him, saying, “You are his disciple, but 
we are disciples of Moses. 29We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know 
where he comes from.” 30The man answered, “Here is an astonishing thing! You do not know where he comes 
from, and yet he opened my eyes. 31We know that God does not listen to sinners, but he does listen to one 
who worships him and obeys his will. 32Never since the world began has it been heard that anyone opened the 
eyes of a person born blind. 33If this man were not from God, he could do nothing.” 34They answered him, 
“You were born entirely in sins, and are you trying to teach us?” And they drove him out. 
  35Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him, he said, “Do you believe in the Son of 
Man?” 36He answered, “And who is he, sir? Tell me, so that I may believe in him.” 37Jesus said to him, “You 
have seen him, and the one speaking with you is he.” 38He said, “Lord, I believe.” And he worshiped 
him. 39Jesus said, “I came into this world for judgment so that those who do not see may see, and those who 
do see may become blind.” 40Some of the Pharisees near him heard this and said to him, “Surely we are not 
blind, are we?” 41Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you would not have sin. But now that you say, ‘We 
see,’ your sin remains.” 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE (Denise Steene) 
 
HOMILY 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY  
Open Our Eyes Lord 
 



 
 

APOSTLES' CREED  
Let us confess our faith with the words of the Apostles’ Creed. 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 



Please use “chat”  to type names for our prayers today       
 
PRAYERS  
 

 
 
 
Let us pray…. 
 
God, our peace and our strength, we pray for our nation and the world as we face new uncertainties around 
coronavirus. Protect the most vulnerable among us, especially all who are currently sick or in isolation. Grant 
wisdom, patience, and clarity to health care workers, especially as their work caring for others puts them at 
great risk. Guide us as we consider how best to prepare and respond in our families, congregations, 
workplaces, and communities. Give us courage to face these days not with fear but with compassion, concern, 
and acts of service, trusting that you abide with us always. Lord in your mercy. 
Hear our prayer. 
 
Gracious God, it is good for us to gather as your beloved in community. We treasure your presence with us in 
word and meal, song and prayer. Be with us in these days when gathering together as often as we would like is 
not possible. When we must be apart for reasons of safety, we trust that you surround us with your sheltering 
wings. Encourage us in connecting as we are able, reaching out to our neighbors in need and being persistent 
in prayer. Lord in your mercy. 
Hear our prayer. 
 



We pray for healing in body, mind, and spirit for Stan, Abby, and those we name aloud or silently in our hearts 
(….). Lord in your mercy. 
Hear our prayer. 
 
O God, hear these and all our prayers as we commend them to you; through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD (Led by Michael Sonnenberg) 

Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you made all things: you spoke light into darkness, called 
forth beauty from chaos, and brought life into being. For your Word of life, O God, 
we give you thanks and praise. 
 
 
 
By your Word you called your people Israel to tell of your wonderful gifts: freedom from captivity, water on 
the desert journey, a pathway home from exile, wisdom for life with you. For your Word of life, O God, 
we give you thanks and praise. 
 
Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and call us to witness: forgiveness through the cross, 
life to those entombed by death, the way of your self-giving love. For your Word of life, O God, 
we give you thanks and praise. 
 
Send your Spirit of truth, O God; rekindle your gifts within us: renew our faith, increase our hope, and deepen 
our love for the sake of a world in need. Faithful to your Word, O God, draw near to all who call on you; 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever. 
Amen. 
 
RECEIVING THE OFFERING 
The offering is a gift of thanks, which is used to support the ministries of the church locally and globally.  

 

Building a #BiggerTable 
 

The QR code will bring you to our  
online giving site: goo.gl/P1AHuu 
 
 

 
                                                                                        
 
OFFERING MUSIC (Duncan McCall) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



OFFERING SONG 

 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. 

Life-giving God, 
we offer you ourselves and our resources. 
Use us and our gifts, 
for a world thirsty for love, 
for meaning, for justice, and for hope. 
May all your people encounter fullness of life 
through the love of Christ, which lives within us. 

Amen. 



LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
 
BLESSING 
Now is the acceptable time. 
Now is the day of salvation. 
Holy God, 
speaking, spoken, and inspiring, 
☩ bless you, unbind you, 
and send you in love and in peace. 
Amen. 



SENDING SONG  
Goodness is Stronger than Evil 

 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Christ is with you. 
Thanks be to God. 
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