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Report: GSLC Anti-Racism Team 
Good Shepherd’s Anti-Racism Team provides activities and outlets for individuals to: 

• Learn about the experiences, tragedies and triumphs of our African American brothers and sisters 
through history and to today. 

• Explore and prayerfully reflect on racism, white privilege and unconscious bias 
• Stand with those who face discrimination 
• Act to stem structural racism. 

 

Team members: 
 

Kim Anderson 
Corinne Baker 
Bob Cottrol 
Dora Cottrol 

Sue Cottrol 
Meredith Hurt 
Daniel Jackson 
 

Pastor Jeanette Leisk 
Pastor Wendy Moen 
Andrea Ponsor 
Scott Ponsor 

Bruce Purdy 
Cassi Smith 
Lori Strauss

 

We’re guided by the resolution adopted by council in August 2015, Our Response to Racism and the 
Murders at the Emanuel African Methodist Episcopal (AME) Church, Charleston, SC. A copy of the text 
accompanies a print of Mother Emanuel Church hanging just outside the sanctuary (pictured below) and 
is available online: www.gslutheran.net/learn/anti-racism. 
 

2020 Activities 
 

 

The Anti-Racism Team invites you to a discussion 
series where we’ll engage with this question 
toward answering it with action. 
Sundays at 12:30 PM 
Nov. 22 | Nov. 29 
 
Join discussion online: 
www.gslutheran.net/learn/anti-racism 

 

 
 

  
 
 

 

http://www.gslutheran.net/learn/anti-racism
http://www.gslutheran.net/learn/anti-racism
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Racial Equity Letter from the DC ELCA Synod Council 
 
We, the members of Synod Council, write to you to convey 
the aches of our hearts in this moment of racial reckoning 
for our country. We lament for the sins of racial injustice 
and white supremacy, and we recommit to building a 
more just and equitable society... 

 
 

The March on Washington Film Festival 
Online Sept. 20-27 
Until the story of the hunt is told by the lion, it will always 
glorify the hunter. -African proverb 
 
Film screenings (most on-demand during the festival), 
panel discussions, performing arts 
  

 
How Then, Do We Account? 
"This is a tragedy, and sometimes the criminal law is not 
adequate to respond to a tragedy, and I fully acknowledge 
that," said (Kentucky Attorney General Daniel) Cameron[1]. 
 

How then do we account for the murder of Breonna Taylor 
in her own home? … 
 
How long, O Lord? 
How long, O Lord? Will you forget me forever? How long 
will you hide your face from me? –Psalm 13:1 
 

How long, O Lord? This ancient lament comes to me all 
too often and does again as we confront that another 
Black man has been shot by police… 
  

 
 

Bible Study 
Troubling the Waters for Healing of the Church 
A Journey for White Christians from Privilege to 
Partnership 
 
A conversation and study online Tuesdays at 8 PM and 
Wednesdays at 11 AM beginning June 23/24 
 
White privilege is the ability to grow up thinking that race 
doesn’t matter. 
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Mass Poor People's Assembly and Moral March on 
Washington 
June 20 and 21 
 
The Poor People's Campaign is a movement to end the 
interlocking injustices of systemic racism, poverty, 
militarism and the war economy, ecological devastation, 
and the distorted moral narrative of religious nationalism.  

 
Webinar Recording 
 
The National Low Income Housing Coalition hosts Dr. 
Ibram X. Kendi, author of How to Be an Antiracist and 
Stamped from the Beginning, who will discuss racial equity 
during and after the COVID-19 pandemic. 
#RacialEquityandCOVID. 
  

 
DC Synod Racial Equity Listening Series 
 
June 18: First listening session with panel 
July 2: Lutheran theology & African religion 
July 16: Public health & policies 
July 30: Community organizing & leadership development  
 

 
 

Service of Repentance and Commemoration of the 
Emanuel 9 Martyrs 
Hosted online by the ELCA Metro DC Synod 
 
Followed by online discussion hosted by Good Shepherd to 
share reflections and conversation 
 
An Emanuel 9 reflection by Rev. Tiffany C. Chaney: 
What Will We Say Next Year? 
 

 
 

SE Synod Webinar Recording + Follow-up 
 
Ahmaud Arbery was killed on territory of the ELCA SE 
Synod. In the wake of arrests in his murder, SE Bishop 
Kevin Strickland, Presiding Bishop Rev. Elizabeth Eaton and 
other ELCA leaders discuss the ELCA’s resolution 
condemning white supremacy. Where do we go from 
here? Where do you? 
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Video Reflection from Pastor Jen 
Let us not be distracted. 
An invitation to reflect and act. 
 

Take some time today and sit at the feet of Jesus. Who is 
Jesus in these days? He is the ones who have suffered. 
George Floyd. Breonna Taylor. Ahmaud Arbery. Others 
whose names we know and too many we don't. Our black 
and brown brothers and sisters. How are we called to 
respond? 
 

 
 

Dedication of Jesus of the People by Janet McKenzie 
 
In the mystery and wonder of God, we are each created 
unique and in the image of God. Jesus of the People is a 
reminder that envisioning God is like looking in a mirror 
and seeing all of God's children in our reflection. 
 
www.gslutheran.net/learn/jesus-of-the-people  

 
 

Reconstruction Series 
The U.S. history we probably didn’t learn in school 
 
A series on Reconstruction where we watched portions of 
the 4-part PBS documentary on this brief but pivotal time 
in our ongoing American democracy experiment. 
https://www.pbs.org/weta/reconstruction/  
 
Documentary segments 9:30-10:30 AM on Sundays: 
Jan 19, Jan 26, Feb 2, Feb 9 
 
Speaker: Dr. Gary Gallagher, John L. Nau III Professor of 
the American Civil War, University of Virginia 
Thursday, Feb 13, 7 PM 
 

 
 

 
 

All are welcome to participate on the anti-racism team or in any activities that speak to them. It’s our hope that 
a variety of forums for education, conversation and exploration help us, as individuals and a faith community, 
approach dialog and reflection that can be difficult and uncomfortable in an open and spirit-filled manner.  
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

Corinne Baker, Chair 
Nov. 15, 2020 

 

http://www.gslutheran.net/learn/jesus-of-the-people
https://www.pbs.org/weta/reconstruction/

