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Doctrinal Statement 
 

At Calvary we affirm that the most important thing about us is our faith in Christ. Faith after all, is 
how you live for Christ; thus, faith is what you ‘do’, and what you ‘do’ is what you ‘believe’. What we 
believe impacts and affects our faith. Beliefs have consequences, and we want the consequence of 
what we believe to glorify God because we have believed HIS Truth and that Truth is bearing fruit 
in our lives. The purpose of Calvary Baptist Church is the glory of God. In order to truly glorify 
God we will affirm and proclaim His Truth faithfully and accurately. In order to accomplish these 
goals we present our doctrine in three phases: 
 
 
1) A High View of God – Isaiah 42:8; Romans 11:36; 1 Corinthians 10:31 
 

Each aspect of our life must reflect that God is perfectly sovereign. When we glorify God in 
everything we do, our lives are grounded in His truth and He is our daily focus. We affirm 
and believe God in three persons thus, the Father is God, the Son is God, and the Holy 
Spirit is God—but there is only one God. Because God is sovereign He has the power, 
wisdom, and authority to do anything He chooses within His creation. Soli Deo Gloria – 
man is saved by God’s grace alone, through faith alone, in Christ alone, according to the 
Scripture alone, for the glory of God alone. There is no room for the glory of man in God’s 
plan of salvation. 

 
 
2) A Low View of Man – John 3:30; Psalm 103:14; Ephesians 2:8-10 
 

As believers in Jesus Christ we are dead to self. Thus, when we try to elevate ourselves we 
rebel against the sovereignty of God. We, as sinners, must understand our proper place, thus 
to have the proper view of God we humble ourselves in His sight. We are saved by His 
grace, through faith in His Son Jesus Christ. In ourselves we did nothing to save ourselves 
and we can do nothing to sanctify ourselves.  

 
 
3) A High View of Scripture – Psalm 19:7-10; Jeremiah 15:16; 2 Tim. 3:16-17 
 

Scripture is inerrant, infallible, and sufficient and it is the only means by which we may know 
God, and make Him known. For Christians, Scripture is the sole authoritative source of 
truth. Scripture is God’s revelation of Himself to us; therefore, Scripture must play the 
preeminent role in shaping our worship, beliefs, thoughts, and practices. The Scripture exalts 
God, glorifies Christ, and humbles man. 
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What We Teach 
 
Calvary Baptist Church thrives as the body of Christ understands, more fully, the Truths of God’s 
Word. We know that each of us are at different places in our understanding. Subsequently, as a body 
of believers, what we ‘Affirm and Believe’ are the basics; however, what ‘We Teach’ is a more 
substantial and detailed expression of our belief. Because we value the saints before us, and those 
beliefs that have weathered the course of history we hold to the London Baptist Confession of Faith 
of 1689, as our expression of what is taught at Calvary Baptist Church. 
https://founders.org/library/1689-confession/ 

Distinctives 
 
Biblical Eldership 
According to Scripture, at the center of all church leadership is the Elder (Titus 1:5; Acts 14:23; 1 
Tim 5:17; Acts 20:17). An Elder is a biblically qualified man serving in a plurality of biblically 
qualified men who jointly shepherd a local body of believers. According to Scripture, a Bible 
centered congregation has accepted the responsibility for following these shepherds (Heb 13:17; 1 
Thess. 5:12), who in turn, have accepted the responsibility of overseeing the people of God (Acts 
20:28; Eph. 5:17). Scripture clearly demonstrates that an Elder’s responsibility shall not be taken 
lightly, i.e., each Elder will give an account to God for the believers under his care (Heb. 13:17; 1 
Pet. 5:3).The words ‘Elder,’ ‘overseer,’ and ‘pastor’ all refer to the same office: therefore, the terms 
are simply different ways of identifying the same person. The qualifications for an overseer in 1 
Timothy 3:1-7, and those for an Elder in Titus 1:6-9 are visibly equal. According to Scripture, an 
Elder must be above reproach, the husband of one wife, temperate, prudent, respectable, hospitable, 
able to teach, not addicted to wine, not pugnacious, gentle, uncontentious, free from the love of 
money, not fond of sordid gain, a good manager of his household, one who has his children under 
control with dignity, not a new convert, one who has a good reputation outside the church, self-
controlled, sensible, able to exhort in sound doctrine and to refute those who contradict, above 
reproach as God’s steward, not self-willed, not quick-tempered, loving what is good, just, and 
devout (1 Timothy 3:17; Titus 1:6-8). We affirm that most importantly, the Elder must be above 
reproach (not perfect) because he has sustained a reputation of blamelessness and models godliness. 
As well, teaching is paramount. This may not be a specific call to preach from the pulpit, but his 
teaching, regardless of the setting, is biblically sound and doctrinally accurate.  
 
The central theme in the New Testament is that each local body of believers is shepherded by a 
plurality of God ordained Elders (Acts 11:30; 15:2, 4; 21:18). Eldership is the biblical model for a 
true Bible believing church. Scripture does not support a local church governed by majority rule or 
by one pastor; therefore, Scripture is void of any singular pastor led congregation example or any 
democratically ruled congregation. Any congregational decision is made biblically by a collective 
process, led by the Elders, and in reference to the whole not the individual parts, etc. For example, 
Scripture clearly indicates that Deacon candidates are recommended by the congregation, via the 
biblical process, to current Elders for testing and consideration (Acts 6:1-7; 1 Timothy 4:14; 5:22). 
Regarding Elders, Scripture demonstrates it was the Apostles who selected and ordained Elders 
(Acts 14:23). After that, future Elders were appointed by the current Elders who were close to the 
Apostles and involved in their ministry (Titus 1:5; 1 Timothy 4:14). Since there are no Apostles 
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today, in order to establish the first Elders in a church, the congregation must appoint qualified men 
according to the biblical process. Afterwards, once Elders are established in the church, the Elder 
leadership now has the biblical responsibility of identifying and ordaining future Elders since there 
are no more apostles (Acts 14:23; 20:28). Thus, unity is found in adhering to Scripture and following 
those leaders God has appointed to shepherd His flock (1Thess. 5:12; Proverbs 11:14). While the 
basic role of a Deacon is to serve the physical needs of the church (Acts 6:2), the principal charge of 
an Elder is to lead as caretaker and spiritual overseers of the flock (1 Tim. 3:5), i.e., lead as spiritual 
overseers of the flock. Therefore, Elders are to lead in the formation of church policy (Acts 15:22); 
oversee the church (Acts 20:28); ordain others (1 Tim. 4:14); lead, teach, and preach (1 Tim. 5:17; 1 
Thess. 5:12; 1 Tim. 3:2); exhort and refute (Titus 1:9); and act as shepherds, setting an example for 
all (1 Pet. 5:1-3). Elder decisions are never by majority decision or vote. If Elders are guided by the 
Holy Spirit, as they should be, there can be no division amongst them (1 Cor. 1:10; 4:33; Ephesians. 
4:3; Philippians 1:27; 2:2). If any disagreement arises, all the Elders must study, pray and seek God’s 
will together until consensus is reached (Acts 20:28). In other words, the plurality of Elder 
leadership ensures that church decisions are not self-centered or self-serving to a single individual 
(Proverbs 11:14). These responsibilities put Elders at the center of care and oversight of God’s 
church.  
 
Grounded in the democratic process and congregational church government, some Southern Baptist 
churches may indeed view the concept of Elder leadership with diminutive suspicion. However, in 
order to ‘serve God not man’ we aim to be a biblical church, not associational driven or individually 
motivated (Proverbs 24:6; 1:14; Provers 16:22; Acts 15:6-21) Therefore, we hold fast to Scripture 
forsaking any man-made tradition or leadership concept.  

 

Church Membership 
Cultural Christianity has deemphasized commitment of any kind, but especially to the church. 
Today, it is not uncommon for individuals to move from church to church, resisting any form of 
accountability from Elders, the church body, or even fellow believers. Failure to join a church is 
indeed problematic and reveals a lack of biblical understanding (1 Corinthians 12:13). Once a 
member, however, faithful attendance is necessary for many reasons for all members (Acts 
2:41, 47; 5:14; 16:5; Hebrews 10:25). It is understood and goes without saying, nonetheless, a church 
leader (Deacon or Elder) cannot function in his capacity without faithful church attendance 
(Hebrews 10:24-25). Any attempt to do so by a Deacon or Elder demonstrates a lack of dedication 
to the church members (Romans 12:1-2) and certainly calls into question biblical qualification 
(Galatians 5:13; 1 Timothy 3:8-10; Hebrews 10:24-25). Church membership is only for those who 
profess Christ as their Lord and Savior. As a believer, he or she is now qualified in Christ to become 
a member of a local congregation if he or she can formally commit to receiving instruction from 
God’s Word (1 Tim. 4:13; 2 Tim. 4:2), serving and edifying one another through the proper use of 
spiritual gifts (Rom. 12:3-8; 1 Cor. 12:4-31; 1 Pet. 4:10-11), participating in the ordinances (Luke 
22:19; Acts 2:38-42), proclaiming the gospel to those who are lost (Matt. 28:18-20), and submitting 
to the care and responsibility of biblically qualified Elders who the assembly has placed in leadership 
responsibility (Heb 13:17; 1 Thess. 5:12). Believers are not saved to then live out a private 
commitment to Christ (Hebrews 10:25; Colossians 3:16; 1 Thess. 5:11). 
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Marriage/Divorce and Sexuality 
Marriage is given by God, to all mankind, as part of His common grace according to (Gen. 2:18–24). 
We teach that marriage is only between one man and one woman and demonstrates the love and 
relationship of Christ and His church (Eph. 5:18–33). A man and woman should marry only if they 
are both believers (2 Cor. 6:14) and that marriage is always public, formal, and officially recognized. 
Thus, ‘common law marriages’ are not in accordance to Scripture (John 4:18).  

Regarding divorce, we understand and know that God hates divorce. Only unrepentant sexual sin 
permits divorce (Mal. 2:14–16; Matt. 5:32, 19:9) or desertion by an unbeliever (1 Cor. 7:12–15). 
Remarriage is permitted if the divorce was on biblical grounds and the new spouse is indeed a 
believer in Christ (Rom. 7:1-3; 1 Cor. 7:39). 
. Although, Jesus did say that divorce is permitted on biblical terms, it must be stressed that a 
believer should only pursue divorce reluctantly if no other recourse is available. When marriage 
vows are violated and sexual sin occurs by one partner, after every option of saving the marriage is 
exhausted, if the sinning partner will not come to repentance and forsake this sexual sin, only then 
does the Bible release the faithful partner through divorce (Matt. 5:32; 1 Cor. 7:15). 

When two non-believers are married and one later becomes a believer while the other remains 
unsaved, if the unbelieving spouse no longer chooses to live with the believing spouse, divorce is  
allowable in this situation. Because the believing spouse is no longer obligated to the spouse who 
deserted, the believer can file for divorce without dishonoring God  (1 Cor. 7:15). Remarriage is 
allowable for any faithful partner is the divorce is on biblical grounds. However, the partner 
remarrying, as a believer, must remarry another believer. This is where it gets complicated as both 
new partners must ensure the other’s divorce was on biblical grounds. If either divorce was not on 
biblical grounds, the re-marriage to a divorcee is considered adultery (Mark 10:12). 

Regarding sexuality, only in the confines of a marriage between one man and one woman is sexual 
intimacy to occur (Heb. 13:4). Any type of sexual immorality, outside the confines of marriage 
between one man and one woman is sinful and offensive to God  (Lev. 18:1–30; Matt. 5:28; Rom. 
1:26–29; 1 Cor. 5:1, 6:9; 1 Thess. 4:1–8). 

According to Scripture, homosexuality is a sin, thus we teach this is indeed a matter of choice not 
inherited, thus is subject to God’s wrath and judgement (Rom. 1:18–28). This sin, however grievous, 
is not outside of God’s forgiveness to all who confess and forsake their sin. Thus, God’s forgiveness 
for homosexuality is complete upon true repentance (Ps. 103:11–12, 130:3–4; Is. 43:25, 44:22; John 
5:24; Col. 2:13–14).  

 
Spiritual Gifts 
 
We affirm and teach the continued expression of the spiritual gifts (I Cor. 12:7-11, 27-31). These 
spiritual gifts belong to the Holy Spirit and He shall decide when and where they are used, not man 
(1 Cor. 12:8-10). However, the more expressive or “sign gifts,” i.e., healing, commanded miracles, 
raising the dead, speaking in and interpreting tongues, all appear to have been given in the apostolic 
generation primarily for the authentication of Christ’s Apostles and are not standard for today. 
Israel’s Messiah, Jesus Christ, was authenticated and verified by God Himself through miracles, 
signs, and wonders before His death on the cross  (Acts 2:22). Accordingly, the Apostles were 
approved as a continuation of Christ’s authority on earth in the same way after His resurrection, 
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with the ability to perform miracles, signs, and wonders  (Acts 14:11). According to Scripture, these 
‘expressive’ or ‘sign gifts,’ are not mentioned with the other spiritual gifts of the Church in Romans 
(12:6-9 or I Cor. 12:7-11). 

Regarding ‘tongues’ specifically, this gift was given as a supernatural ability to speak in a human 
language that was not learned by the one speaking. If utilized in church, Scripture dictates that 
people were to speak one at a time, and only two or three total, were to speak in a given church 
service (1 Cor. 14:27). As well, if tongues were spoken, since it has to be a verifiable language, it had 
to have an interpreter by someone with the gift of interpretation so that the entire body of believers 
could be edified by the passage of Scripture (1 Cor. 14:5, 13, 27). According to Scripture there is no 
such thing as a private prayer language; but rather, as a means by which one might serve and edify 
the entire body of Christ, as all spiritual gifts are to do (1 Cor. 12:7; 1 Pet. 4:10). 

It is widely understood that the specific passage of Scripture (1 Cor. 13:8) indicates that tongues will 
cease; however, it does not say exactly ‘when’ tongues would cease. This has led to much dialogue 
and discussion. However, this verse does indicate that prophecy and knowledge ‘will be done away’ 
when the ‘perfect’ comes, i.e., when the eternal heavenly state occurs. This Greek language and verb 
choice separates ‘tongues’ from these gifts that cease when the ‘perfect’ comes. In other words, 
prophecy and knowledge “will be done way” by or when the ‘perfect’ eternal state comes; however, 
the gift of ‘tongues,’ ‘will cease,’ by itself prior to the ‘perfect’ coming. Thus, Scripture reveals and 
history demonstrates that tongues ceased in the apostolic age (Hebrews 8:13; 1 Corinthians 3:8) 

For proof we look to Scripture. The last recorded miracle in the New Testament is recorded in Acts 
28:7-10. From Acts 28:10 through the end of Revelation, no other miracle is recorded. The concept 
of miracle gifts, e.g., healing, tongues, etc. are merely mentioned in 1 Corinthians and discussed at 
length in Ephesians and Romans, but no actual miracle of any kind is recorded. Essentially, by the 
time of these inspired writings miracles were already a historical occurrence (Heb. 2:3-4); in other 
words, the New Testament had been completed and no other authoritative message needed 
confirming. Thus, the miraculous or revelatory gifts were secondary and no longer needed to 
authenticate God’s messengers. Not that miraculous gifts were forged and not that God did not 
have a specific purpose for their use, but at the completion of the canon, there was no more need 
for them ( 2 Cor. 12:12). For further proof, Scripture reveals that the intended audience of these 
miraculous sings were for unbelieving Israel (1 Cor. 14:21-22; Is. 28:11-12). Because of their 
disobedience, the Gospel would now go to all the world. So, in order to spread the Gospel to all 
peoples, the gift of ‘tongues’ (languages) was indeed necessary. ‘Tongues’ was undeniably a blessing 
to the Gentile world for a specific time. As the church established itself, once the transition period 
had past ‘tongues’ miracles were no longer necessary. Indeed, Scripture is clear that regardless of the 
timing, ‘tongues’ was a secondary gift and had a limited life-span (1 Corinthians 13:8). Since 
‘tongues,’ according to Scripture, was a sign for non-believers, not for believers (1 Cor. 14:22), it’s 
need or use in church is tough to defend (Hebrews 8:13). The church’s purpose to edify the body, 
not for self-satisfaction or personal worship experiences. Thus, ‘tongues’ indeed were used by God 
for His glory, but are no longer needed by Him. In the New Testament, any made-up displays of 
tongues were identified as heretical (1 Corinthians 14:10-12; 23). Biblical churches must hold to the 
same Scriptural principle. Hence, with no authentic occurrences of New Testament gift of  tongues 
from the end of the apostolic era to today, it is resolved that tongues have ceased, as the Holy Spirit 
said they would (1 Cor. 13:8). The gift of tongues, although real and used by God for His glory for a 
determined period of time, is simply not for today. 
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Lordship Salvation 
Undeniably there are specific doctrines of faith that are necessary for biblical teaching. Thus, there is 
consensus among evangelicals on the following truths: (a) Christ’s sacrificial death atoned for the 
sins of those who believe in Him; (b) believers are saved by grace through faith in Christ alone, 
according to the Scriptures, for God’s glory alone; (c) fallen man cannot save himself from sin nor 
earn divine favor; (d) salvation is a free gift of God found in Christ alone; (e) salvation is completely 
on God’s terms and by His design, thus believers are saved prior to faith producing anything 
righteous, and (f) believers still sin even after salvation.  

What does Lordship salvation mean then? How does the Bible reject ‘easy-believism’ so adored by 
our culture and world today? The answer found in Scripture: Lordship salvation is absolute, i.e., a 
person cannot believe in Christ as Savior but not Lord (Romans 10:9-10; Galatians 2:20)? Thus, 
Christ as Savior and Lord is a package deal. We as a church clarify Lordship salvation to mean: 
Salvation is a supernatural event initiated and completed by God; manifested immediately as new life 
in the believer. This manifestation will include spiritual gifts ( 1 Cor. 12:7; 14:12); and a Spirit led 
obedience (Ezekiel 11:19-20), change of affections (Col. 3:1-4), perseverance (Rom. 5:3-5), and 
willful {joyful} submission ( 1Peter 5:1-6) to the Lord Jesus Christ (Acts 16:31).  

 

The Role of Women 
The world, specifically the feminist movement, has caused many women to desert the true biblical 
role God intended them. Many women have accomplished supportive roles in the church and fulfill 
the greatest calling from God living as a godly wife, mother, or daughter. Sadly, this worldly 
movement has crept into the church and confused the role of women’s ministry in the church. 
Scripture alone can elaborate on a woman’s intended role (1 Timothy 2:12) Regarding the family, in 
a God honoring marriage, both the man and woman love, yield, and respect each other (Eph. 5:21). 
However, the New Testament outlines the wife’s responsibility to submit to her husband  (Eph. 
5:22; Col. 3:18; Titus 2:5; 1 Pet. 3:1). God’s Word is clear, in that, a wife’s submission does not 
diminish her equality in the eyes of God. Equally, a man shall love his wife as Christ loved the 
church (Eph. 5:25). A wife’s primary responsibility is to work in the home (Titus 2:5). This doesn’t 
mean that a woman cannot work outside the home, but the home absolutely must be her priority. 
Cultural Christianity suggests that today’s woman should focus on her career and full-time jobs 
outside the home, de-emphasizing the home. 

Specifically in the church, women have a critical role in God’s work (Acts 1:12–14; 9:36–42; 16:13–
15; 17:1–4, 10–12; 18:1–2, 18, 24–28; Rom. 16; 1 Cor. 16:19; 2 Tim. 1:5; 4:19). But as standard 
procedure goes, Satan tries to pervert anything and everything God designs, i.e., none of God’s 
ordained roles for women involved leadership in the church. All of the Apostles were men, and God 
entrusted the leadership of the church to men. Women were encouraged in the New Testament to 
lead in the church but not to teach or preach or have any authority over men. As spiritual equals in 
the eyes of God, women are excluded from church leadership ( 1 Tim. 2:12). Both man and woman 
will stand before God as equals regarding salvation. However, God commands different roles for 
both men and women as each has been given unique responsibilities, gifts, and talents for His glory. 
Thus, to try to argue or differentiate roles God has designed for men and women in the church is 
equally absurd as trying to argue or differentiate persons of the Trinity ( 1 Cor. 11:3). Therefore, 
women are not be preachers, Elders, in the church, nor hold teaching positions over men. Women 



Affirmed  – Jan. 30, 2022 
 

 8 

certainly are encouraged to teach women and children. Therefore, only in the role designed by God, 
outlined in Scripture, can men and women honor God ( 1 Corinthians 11:3).  

 

The Sufficiency of Scripture 
God Word is authoritative, inerrant, infallible, and sufficient (2 Timothy 3:16-17). It has no error, 
nor is it capable of having error, and it is abundantly and completely resolute. Psalm 19:7-9, written 
by King David, concisely explains the sufficiency of Scripture: 
 

7 The law of the LORD is perfect, restoring the soul; the testimony of the LORD is sure, 
making wise the simple. 8 The precepts of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart; the 
commandment of the LORD is pure, enlightening the eyes.9 The fear of the LORD is clean, 
enduring forever; the judgments of the LORD are true; they are righteous altogether. 
 

Therefore, Scripture is authoritative! It is complete. It is sufficient, thus there is nothing else that is 
needed to add to or take away from Scripture (Deuteronomy 4:2). Nothing needs to be used as an 
analytical tool to interpret or analyze Scripture. We reject any and all theories of men in an attempt 
to reduce the authority, sufficiency, inerrancy, infallibility of Scripture.  
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