
World Communion Sunday 2020 
 
We observe World Communion Sunday on the first Sunday in October. This day calls the 
church to be the universal, inclusive Church. Presbyterians in 1936 first celebrated the day. 
Later, the Federal Council of Churches in 1940 adopted the day. Shortly thereafter Methodist 
and Evangelical United Brethren churches celebrated it. 
 
If you are like me, you probably never paid much attention to World Communion Sunday. 
When I was growing up, our pastor would help our congregation celebrate this particular day 
by recounting one or another story about Christian mission from around the world. At the 
conclusion of the service, our pastor admonished us to be more world mission minded 
because, as Christians, we had symbolically celebrated the Lord’s Supper with Christians 
around the world. Perhaps, I thought this was a nice idea, but it never really stirred my 
imagination in any significant way. That all changed, however, when I taught in a West 
African seminary when I was twenty-five years old. For the entire year of 1978, three 
seminarians and I spent a year in Liberia learning first-hand about the ecumenical church of 
Jesus Christ. Liberia was about 10% Muslim, 10% Christian, and 80% indigenously religious. 
One of the first things I learned in Liberia was that the important thing was not what kind of 
Christian you were—Baptist, Catholic, Lutheran, or Episcopalian—but rather, whether or not 
you were just a Christian. Far from family, friends, and the trappings of 20th century 
America, it was comforting to know that there were brothers and sisters in the Christian 
faith near-by for encouragement, fellowship, and friendship. I then began to appreciate 
World Communion Sunday in new ways that I never before could have imagined. 
 
I once heard an intriguing idea from a preacher whom I respected very much.  She said 
“Even if Christians cannot find unity in their positive theological doctrines, surely the 
Christian doctrine of sin unifies them.” What she meant, I think, was that many Christians 
approach their faith in so many ways it would be arduous to gain agreement on the 
essentials. For some Christians, the primary article of faith has to do with the Holy Spirit. 
For others it is in a series of exacting doctrinal confessions. For still other Christians, they 
reflect their faith best in service to others in Christ’s name. In other words, many of our 
denominations have peculiar doctrinal emphases that no single denomination would 
surrender. Perhaps, this is not all bad. Particular denominational doctrinal characteristics 
recall for Christians aspects of the faith that we may neglect. The preacher’s point was that 
despite all our positive differences, we are all unified in our sin. We cannot “fix” our lives 
without the grace and mercy of God. Paul said it this way: “There is no distinction, since all 
have sinned and fall short of the glory of God” (Romans 3:22-23). 
 
4 October 2020 is World Communion Sunday. It is a day in which we have spoken about our 
commonality in being sinful people. May we join with Christians around the world and 
through the ages and confess our sin—AND live into the grace of God. 
 
 

Come, Worship 
Stay, Learn 
God, Serve 


