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“What Do You See?” 
 
The most creative minds I have ever encountered are those people who look at what 
everyone else looks at—and yet they see the unusual, odd, or the uncommon. This 
“gift” I would call a knack for noticing. A few have it; many do not. It all begins with 
a question: “What Do You See?” 
 
As a minister, I like to boast, to use a Pauline word, about how our church connects 
people. Our congregation is a progressive faith community and mission minded. 
Furthermore, we are Christians guided by a rich faith tradition. We like to think of 
ourselves as hands-on people who try to live out our Christian faith in the “nickels 
and dimes” of life. A question we like to ask is simply: What Do You See? How can 
we best capture the spirit of our home churches? One way is to ask: What Do You 
See? 
 
Take, for example, a large vacant lot in your community. What do people see when 
they look at it? Some see a park complete with swings, teeter-totters, and places for 
families to barbeque together. Another person my see a place for a day care center that 
will care for children and watch over them while their parents are working or 
traveling. Someone else may see a successful Mexican restaurant, filled with happy 
and full patrons. Other people, of a decidedly less positive perspective, may see a 
lawsuit lying in wait. Others may imagine large gas tanks hidden from sight and 
underground just waiting for some large fines from an environmental agency. 
 
Whatever the perspective of the person, we all have an angle of vision. What Do You 
See? Folks who are in love and charity with their church, may see in a natural and 
organic piece of land, a glimmer of an energetic new congregation. This site might 
provide worship and deliberate faith maturity in the form of Christian education. 
These practices, along with mission and service, no doubt, help communities embrace 
and live the gospel. All of these above scenarios link us to a common thread. In all of 
these cases we imagine seeing something that is not there—yet! Each person looks 
through the eyes of someone who lives life via our previous question: What Do You 
See? These people then take a good long look at what is not there, but could be there. 
These kinds of upbeat and creative people ask not what is, but instead they ask what 
could be. 
 
An exceptional Hebrew scripture scholar, Walter Brueggemann, writes with passion 
on the “Theology of Abundance.” “Scarcity and abundance” is an either/or 
arrangement that many people in America see when asked the question: What Do 
You See?  



 
Some folks see a world filled with an abundance of resources by which we people can 
share with others. These people are generous and open-handed. They understand 
what it means to hear the phrase, “God loves a cheerful giver.” Other people, of a 
more distrustful and gloomier bent, see the world as restricted in resources. When 
these virtual hoarders see strict limitations, then they clutch and try to secure as much 
as possible. For them it is a “zero sum” game. 
 
Our lesson this past week was 2 Corinthians 9. This text allows Paul to make his case 
for sharing and being liberal in a Christian sense. He references two congregations 
and uses them for some friendly competition about which can be the more generous. 
As we will learn from Christian history, the eventual winners were the poor believers 
in the Jerusalem church! 
 
According to Paul and his theology, God calls Christians to respond to the divine 
open-handedness by behaving generously. Our acts of faithful benevolence 
acknowledge that what we have—all we have—is a gift from God. We honor God, 
and in a sense worship God, by “paying it forward.” “Scarcity and abundance” are 
two ways to answer the question: “What do you see?”  
 
As Clara Scott’s hymn suggests, our prayer might be “Open my eyes that I may see.” 
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