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17 July 2020 Blog  

Our “Merry-Go-Round” of Possessions 

Read: Exodus 20:1-17     

“You shall not covet . . .” (Exodus 20:17). 

 

 From time to time we hear a phrase that rings so true that we wonder why we 

didn’t coin the phrase ourselves. A valid anonymous quotation concerning our modern 

way of life states: “We Americans are people who spend money we don’t have to buy 

things we don’t want to impress people we don’t like.” Welcome to the 21st century 

culture of materialistic consumerism!  

Obviously, we have built our whole Western economy upon this and similar 

principles. Although for believers, this makes our way of life no less problematic—or 

painful, it is out of this culture of conspicuous consumption that we Christian 

stewards function. We must swim against the stream of our society’s every cultural 

impulse if we are to function as Christian stewards today.  

 Why do we buy into this philosophy of life? Does our culture of conspicuous 

consumption truly offer us meaning? How do we remove ourselves from such deceptive 

perspectives on life and its ultimate values? In truth, from beginning to end the Bible 

provides believers clear direction as to what is of crucial value and what is of merely 

qualified value. Today’s lesson from Exodus offers such guidance and part of our “Ten 

Commandments.” 

 Whether or not one sees merit in placing the Ten Commandments in a state 

capitol building or not, the Decalogue is a clear and understandable way to define 

relationships—between people and God. Besides, the first verse places the 

commandments within the narrative story of Israel and its liberation from oppression. 

Plainly the context speaks of liberation from Egypt, but it gestures toward liberation 

from other things as well—including our culture of conspicuous consumption. 

 The first three commandments speak to faithful people’s relationship to God. 

Moses communicates to Israel that they are to shun idols, not misuse the Lord’s divine 

name, and make holy the Sabbath. These directives relate to the connection between 

the people and their God. Yet the balance of the commandments pertains to the sacred 

association among those in the covenant faith community. 
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 After Moses discloses regulations for relations between parents and children, he 

addresses murder, adultery, theft, and false witness. Moses then speaks to coveting. 

In this concluding commandment in the list of ten, that is the commandment 

prohibiting coveting, Moses addresses modern stewards. In his fine treatment, Walter 

Harrelson suggests that one impetus behind the tenth commandment relates to 

Israel’s “desire to be like the peoples of the surrounding cultures [and it] was an 

understandable temptation” (The Ten Commandments and Human Rights, Mercer, 1997, p. 125). Moses 

commands Israel to not covet because God alone provides—and provides Israel with 

her identity. 

 To covet simply means to lust after that which belongs to another. Moses is 

explicit about possessions that tempt: your “neighbor’s house . . . your neighbor’s wife, 

or male or female slave, or ox, or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor.”  

If God reveals a higher purpose in life than our having more and getting more, 

then Christian stewards apprehend a revelation of authentic life. Clearly this is no 

easy task. Yet, recognizing that we are not the first believers who have had to fight this 

good fight, perhaps, we will fortify our resolve. A step toward bona fide Christian 

stewardship concedes that our battle to obtain more and more material possessions 

is—in the end—little worth the struggle. 

 
Sincerely, your friend, 
 
David Mosser 
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