
 

A Way Forward 
This month church delegates from around the country, elected 
by their Annual Conferences, will meet in St. Louis for a      
special called General Conference (GC). They will decide on 
one of three options about human sexuality that will              
significantly impact the future of our United Methodist Church 
(UMC). Over the past eighteen months, I have spoken about 
this topic. As the event is upon us, let me summarize what got 
us here and then share how you can make your voice heard. 

Currently the Book of Discipline says that "homosexuality is 
incompatible with Christian teaching" and does not allow same 
sex marriages to be celebrated in UMC buildings or anywhere 
by UMC ministers. We also do not permit ordination of         
self-avowed practicing homosexual persons. 

The 2016 GC asked the Council of Bishops (COB) to bring a 
recommendation to preserve unity in the face of deep divide 
over our denomination’s stance on human sexuality. In        
response to the 2016 GC recommendation, the COB created a 

special commission called “A Way Forward.” Their task was to 
bring back to the COB a proposal. They call the recommendation “the One Church Plan” (OCP). It 
does not force traditional churches to change but does call for changes in our Discipline that would 
allow  churches to conduct same-sex marriages and for some annual conferences to ordain gay 
and lesbian pastors. Beyond the commission’s recommendation, presented to the COB were two 
other plans (Traditional and Connectional Conference Plans), which the COB has included as      
options for the GC to consider. To understand the differences between these plans, visit 
www.saladoumc.org.  

Progressive members of the UMC have pressed for years for changes that remove this restrictive 
(and some say unjust) language from the Discipline and provide for full inclusion of all people who 
adhere to the doctrines and faith of the church. Every GC for more than 40 years has seen the gap 
between progressive and traditionalist positions narrow. Traditionalists say the debate centers on 
biblical faithfulness. They would point to passages in the Bible that clearly prohibit homosexuality, 
and say either we are going to be a church that follows the Bible or we aren't. Personally, I          
understand and even appreciate this position. I love the Bible and believe in its authority. Yet, these 
passages are no more or less authoritative than, for example Deuteronomy 21:18-21 about killing 
rebellious teenagers. But I also accept that there can be differences of opinion among those who 
believe in scriptural authority. I believe the UMC is a big tent in which we respect those whose 
opinions differ from our own. We have never mandated unilateral interpretation, just recognition of 
the Bible's authority. The history of the UMC provides many examples of this diversity of opinion.  
At one point, we   disagreed vehemently over the ordination of women. We also disagreed (believe 
it or not) over slavery. Consequently, we have a history of disagreeing, coming to new                  
interpretations, and maintaining our unity. I, for one, believe we can do this again.  
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Salado United Methodist Church 

650 Royal St./ PO Box 771 
Salado, TX  76571 

254-947-5482 
Website: www.saladoumc.org 

Facebook.com/saladoumc   

 

Sunday Mornings 
   9:00 am   Worship (Traditional) 
      In the Worship Center 
 10:00 am   Sunday School 
 11:15 am   Worship (Contemporary) 
      In the Historic Chapel 
Communion is served the first Sunday 

of every month. All are welcome. 
     

Wednesday Evenings* 
    5:00 - 7:30 pm FourTwelve Youth 
    5:15 - 6:00 pm Fellowship Meal 
    6:00 pm Pastor’s Lectionary Study          
    6:00 pm Handbell Practice 
    6:00 pm - 7:00 pm M&M Kids 
    7:00 - 8:30 pm Choir Practice 
 

GREETERS 
 
FEBRUARY 3:   9:00 am: Kim Newton, Peggy Snider Gikas 
 
FEBRUARY 10: 9:00 am: Jim & Judy Hodgin  
 
FEBRUARY 17: 9:00 am: Jerry & Elaine Herrick   
 
FEBRUARY 24: 9:00 am: John & Sandra Perry  
 

 

                

USHERS  

 
FEBRUARY 3:   9:00 am: Tommy & Robin Hale, Jim & Sherry Sewell          
            11:15 am: Jay & Linda Crowley  
            
FEBRUARY 10: 9:00 am: Mark Brooks, Joe Mikeska, Steve Lazarus,  
   Terry Crain    
            11:15 am: Sandi Emmons, Nicole & Julia Hehli  
 
FEBRUARY 17: 9:00 am: Paul & Shirley Cox, Earl & Amy Stearns 
            11:15 am: Steigerwalt Family  
 
FEBRUARY 24: 9:00 am: Tom & Evelyn Lane, Tommy & Linda Wright           
            11:15 am: Nail Family  
 
 
             
 

CONNECTIONS 
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UNITED METHODIST WOMEN will meet Monday, February 18th at 5:45 pm in Room 117.  

STEPHEN MINISTRY will meet Thursday, February 21st at 6:00 pm. 

FINANCE will meet Wednesday, February 27th at 7:15 pm in the SUMC Library. 

 

TRUSTEES New meeting time to be determined. 

SUMC GARDEN GUILD will meet Thursday, February 7th at 9:00 am in Room 120 

GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP will meet Thursday, February 7th at 7:00 pm in Room 120. 

...Continued from front page: 

That is what the One Church Plan allows. In fact, I would say that we are a good model for our                
denomination. We have a variety of opinions in our congregation, yet this is one issue we aren’t fighting 
tooth and nail over. We are an "open community of Christians helping people find and give hope through 
Jesus Christ." We do not believe in limiting some based on sexual orientation. In other words, we do not 
have a litmus test about faith. We all are doing our best. It's always easier to leave than love; to exit than 
engage, and Salado UMC has been willing to do the challenging thing of welcoming all. I believe it is the 
kind of church of which Jesus is proud. 

It is my deepest conviction that most good work for Jesus happens at the local level which is the local 
church. We will hear a lot from the media about this issue as conflict always creates interest—like a     
playground fight after school. However, it is not time to panic regardless of what we read or hear from our 
neighbors. Let’s keep doing the good work we do and let God preside over the future. Amen. 

David Mosser  



February Youth Activities for Grades 7-12 
Youth Sunday School meets Sundays at 10 am in the Youth Activities Center. 

facebook.com/saladoumcym      twitter.com/saladoumcym      Instagram.com/saladoumcym 

Sign-up for our email list by emailing Paul at pcorder@saladoumc.org. 

 :  Beth Moore’s “Children of the Day:  
1 & 2 Thessalonians ”  

: Feb. 4  /  : 9 weeks 
: Mondays from 9:15-11:15 am 

: Salado UMC Room 101 
: Kim Bird  

We are an interdenominational group with 
members from many area churches, and we 
welcome everyone.   

: kim bird  (kimcbird@yahoo.com) so 
enough materials will be available.  
Childcare provided - rsvp  required 

:  Lenten Study Small Group 

: Mar. 10 / : 7 weeks 

: sundays, time TBD 

: salado umc Room 101 

: Kristen & Matthew Von Gonten 

For more information, contact  
KristenVG@SALADOUMC.ORG 
 
CHILDCARE PROVIDED-RSVP REQUIRED 

&
Meal from 5:15 - 6 PM  //  Cost: $6/Adult, $3/Child    

RSVP to tbass@saladoumc.org or 254-947-5482 by 10 am Monday prior to the meal.  
Meal information is listed on the website, in the worship bulletin, and in the weekly e-blast. 

See program times on the front cover.  
February 6, 13, 20 

Class 
February 27 

Mission Project 

M&M Kids 
February Schedule 

Wednesdays / 6-7 pm 
Saladoumc.org/ministries/children 

Mid-Winter Retreat 2019 

“Despite the Fear” / February 15 - 17,  2019 
 

We need two adults to travel with the youth that weekend - 
leaving Friday evening and returning on Sunday afternoon.   

Please let Paul know if you can assist:  pcorder@saladoumc.org 

 

5:00 - 7:30 pm / Meal at 5:30 pm 
Email pcorder@saladoumc.org for information. 

Sophomores - Seniors 
 

5:30 - 7 pm / Various Locations 

Visit www.saladoumc.org or  
Email pcorder@saladoumc.org for location. 

 

SUMC Family Promise Host Week  
March 3-10, 2019 

 

Van drivers, meal providers, and overnight volunteers are  

needed to help the homeless families we will be hosting as they work to lift themselves out of  

poverty.  Sign-up in the atrium, or contact rcorrea@saladoumc.org. 

The 2019 Confirmation Class will begin meeting soon. In the United Methodist Church, the opportunity to  

participate in Confirmation is first offered beginning in 6th grade. Confirmation is a rite through which young Christians  
affirm the faith of the church, renew the vows of baptism, and commit to lives of discipleship as members of the church.  
If you have questions about Confirmation, please contact Salina Brown at 947-5482 or sbrown@saladoumc.org. 

(New Time) 


