
 

Information taken from The United Methodist Discipleship Ministries Worship website. 

 

Why bless and mark homes? 

This short liturgy is a way for us to invite God’s presence into our homes and to ask 

God’s blessing upon our dwellings and all who live, work, or visit there during the 

coming year. Although this service originated as a blessing for individual homes, it can 

be adapted for offices, dorms, choir rooms, Sunday school classrooms, churches, places 

of business, nursing homes, hospital rooms, etc. 

Traditionally, we remember the names of the Magi as Caspar, Melchior, and Balthazar, 

although these names are not to be found in Scripture. During the marking ceremony, 

the first letters of these three names—C, M, B—are inscribed with chalk on the door 

frame or near the entrance. Some suggest the CMB may also stand for “Christus 

Mansionem Benedicat,” meaning “May Christ bless this dwelling.” These letters are 

inscribed between the numbers of the year of the ceremony: 2021 CMB 2022. These 

symbols are often written on the upper horizontal piece of door frame at the entrance 

of a dwelling. However, we suggest that you be creative and mark the dwelling as best 

suits you and the residence. (For example, you could leave a painted rock or piece of 

wood near the front door, paint on a glass door or window with temporary glass 

markers, etc.) 

 

  



What is the liturgy? 

A Blessing of the Home 

Leader: The Lord is with you; 

Community: And also with you. 

All:   Peace be to this house and to all who live, work, and visit here. 

Leader: The three wise men came to Bethlehem in search of the Lord. They 

brought to him precious gifts: gold to honor the newborn king, incense to 

worship the true God in human form, and myrrh to anoint his body, which 

one day would die like our own. 

Leader: Let us pray. O God, you once used a star to show to all the world that 

Jesus is your Son. May the light of that star that once guided wise men to 

honor his birth, now guide us to recognize him also, to know you by faith, 

and to see you in the epiphanies of the daily experiences of our lives. 

Leader:  Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord—Jesus born 

of Mary—shall be revealed. 

Community:  And all flesh shall see it together, for the mouth of the Lord has spoken it. 

All: As the Wise Men once sought your brilliant light, O Lord, so may we 

seek to live and work in your splendor. 

Leader: O God of Light, bless this (our) house and this (our) family. May this be a 

place of peace and health. May each member of this family cultivate the 

gifts and graces you have bestowed, dedicating our talents and works for 

the good of all. 

Leader: Make this house a shelter in the storm and a haven of rest for all in need 

of your warmth and care. And when we go out from this place, may we 

never lose sight of that Epiphany star. 

Community:  As we go about our work, our study, our play, keep us in its light and in 

your love. 

People in turn mark the entrance with one or more of the symbols: 

2021 C M B 2022 

Leader:  May we, in this house, and all who come to visit, to work, and to play, 

remember these things throughout the coming year. May all who come 

and go here find peace, comfort, joy, hope, love, and salvation, for Christ 

has come to dwell in this house and in these hearts.  

All:   May we be Christ’s light in the world. Amen.  



 

Would you like to add music? 

 

From The United Methodist Hymnal: 

 

217, “Away in a Manger” (stanza 3) 

219, “What Child Is This” (stanza 3) 

220, “Angels from the Realms of Glory” (stanza 3) 

221, “In the Bleak Midwinter” (stanza 4) 

222, “Nino Lindo” 

223, “Break Forth, O Beauteous Heavenly Light” (stanza 3) 

244, “’Twas in the Moon of Wintertime” (stanza 3) 

245, “The First Noel” 

254, “We Three Kings” 


