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“The Apprehension” 
The 5th Sunday in Lent: 29 March 2020 

Sermon Text: John 11:1-45 
Salado United Methodist Church, Salado, Texas 76571 

 
Years ago, a local playhouse was putting on the play “Waiting for Godot.” It is a 

tragi/comedy in two acts by Samuel Beckett and published in French in 1952 as En attendant 
Godot. “Waiting for Godot” was a true innovation in drama and the Theater of the Absurd’s 
first theatrical success. The play consists of conversations between Vladimir and Estragon, who 
await the arrival of the enigmatic Godot, who constantly sends word that he will appear but 
doesn’t. They discuss their miseries and griefs, consider hanging themselves—yet wait. Often 
identified as tramps, Vladimir and Estragon are rather humans who do not know why they are 
alive; they guess that there must be a point to their lives, and look to Godot for insight. Because 
they hold out hope for meaning and direction, they acquire a kind of nobility that enables them 
to rise above their futile existence [from Merriam-Webster’s Encyclopedia of Literature]. 
 The play consists of two people asking when Godot is to arrive. Neither knows. They loiter 
the entire play asking about Godot’s whereabouts. This inaction is the play’s weighty point. 
Some critics contend that Godot symbolizes God. Many find the play tedious, but because I 
read it, I was curious to see it on stage. The play creates anxiety—a word that describes people 
when they are nervous, worried, uneasy, or apprehensive. John’s raising of Lazarus may have 
this anxiety effect on you as well.   

[11:1] Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister 
Martha. [2] Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet 
with her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. [3] So the sisters sent a message to Jesus, 
"Lord, he whom you love is ill." [4] But when Jesus heard it, he said, "This illness does not 
lead to death; rather it is for God's glory, so that the Son of God may be glorified through 
it."  
 
[5] Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, [6] after having 
heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where he was. [7] Then 
after this he said to the disciples, "Let us go to Judea again." [8] The disciples said to him, 
"Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are you going there again?" [9] 
Jesus answered, "Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Those who walk during the day 
do not stumble, because they see the light of this world. [10] But those who walk at night 
stumble, because the light is not in them." [11] After saying this, he told them, "Our 
friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am going there to awaken him." [12] The disciples 
said to him, "Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be all right." [13] Jesus, however, had 
been speaking about his death, but they thought that he was referring merely to sleep. 
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[14] Then Jesus told them plainly, "Lazarus is dead. [15] For your sake I am glad I was not 
there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him." [16] Thomas, who was called the 
Twin, said to his fellow disciples, "Let us also go, that we may die with him." 
  
    [17] When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four 
days. [18] Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, [19] and many of the 
Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console them about their brother. [20] When 
Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, while Mary stayed at home. 
[21] Martha said to Jesus, "Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died. 
[22] But even now I know that God will give you whatever you ask of him." [23] Jesus 
said to her, "Your brother will rise again." [24] Martha said to him, "I know that he will 
rise again in the resurrection on the last day." [25] Jesus said to her, "I am the 
resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, [26] 
and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?" [27] She 
said to him, "Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one 
coming into the world." 
  
    [28] When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, and told her 
privately, "The Teacher is here and is calling for you." [29] And when she heard it, she got 
up quickly and went to him. [30] Now Jesus had not yet come to the village, but was still 
at the place where Martha had met him. [31] The Jews who were with her in the house, 
consoling her, saw Mary get up quickly and go out. They followed her because they 
thought that she was going to the tomb to weep there. [32] When Mary came where 
Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, "Lord, if you had been here, 
my brother would not have died." [33] When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who 
came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. [34] He 
said, "Where have you laid him?" They said to him, "Lord, come and see." [35] Jesus 
began to weep. [36] So the Jews said, "See how he loved him!" [37] But some of them 
said, "Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from 
dying?"  
 
    [38] Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone 
was lying against it. [39] Jesus said, "Take away the stone." Martha, the sister of the dead 
man, said to him, "Lord, already there is a stench because he has been dead four days." 
[40] Jesus said to her, "Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of 
God?" [41] So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked upward and said, "Father, I 
thank you for having heard me. [42] I knew that you always hear me, but I have said this 
for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may believe that you sent me." [43] 
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When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, "Lazarus, come out!" [44] The dead 
man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a 
cloth. Jesus said to them, "Unbind him, and let him go."  [45] Many of the Jews therefore, 
who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus did, believed in him (John 11:1-45). 

 
 We might break this story into several scenes. Let me briefly summarize one way. 
 

Scene 1 – the setting 
Scene 2 – Should Jesus go to Judea? 
Scene 3 – Jesus arrives at Bethany and Martha, then Mary, come to Jesus 
Scene 4 – the raising of Lazarus (the miracle itself is only two verses) 

 
 Certainly, there are other ways to divide the text, but this way will serve our purpose. One 
of the maddening things about this story is Jesus’ apparent nonchalance about getting to 
Bethany and Lazarus’ tomb. It is like watching the play “Waiting for Godot”—we wait and wait. 
We who read John’s story speculate: “What is wrong with Jesus? Why is it taking him so long to 
get into gear?” This waiting on Jesus creates anxiety. We readers want him to accelerate his 
pace of engagement. 

Did you know where average people focus their anxiety?  
40% -- things that will never happen 
30% -- things about the past that we can’t change 
12% -- things about criticism by others, mostly untrue 
10% -- about health, which gets worse with stress 
8% -- about real problems that we will face 

 
Thomas Jefferson observed: “How much have cost us the evils that never happened!” 

[RETELL THE STORY] 
 

Massena, one of Napoleon’s generals, suddenly appeared with 18,000 soldiers before an 
Austrian town which had no defense. The town council met, certain that surrender was the only 
answer. The church’s old dean reminded the council that it was Easter, and begged them to 
hold services and to leave the trouble in God’s hands. They heeded his advice. The dean rang 
the church bells announcing the service. As the French heard the church bells ring, they 
concluded the Austrian army had come to the rescue. The French troops broke camp, and 
before the bells had ceased, the army vanished. You never know what may happen in a given 
situation! 
 One of the greatest problems for most us is living life between its urgency and resolving 
our emergencies. This is where faith comes in. Faith is the absolute trust and belief that God 
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will reconcile all things in and at the right time. The Gospel of John suggests this in Jesus’ 
phrase: “my hour has not yet come.” This phrase implies that the time is not yet right for Jesus 
to fully reveal his identity. This revelation will occur, but only when God’s time becomes our 
time. Do you remember the slogan: “Lord, give me patience and give it to me now!?” We all 
struggle living between urgent moments and their resolution. We are anxious in these times 
and they undo us. 
 For the sisters, Jesus’ is the resurrection and the life. They count on this promise because 
they know and trust Jesus. God empowers Jesus to raise Lazarus to show people who Jesus is. 
We want Jesus to snap his fingers at the story’s beginning bringing Lazarus to life. Yet we, like 
those in Bethany, must concede God to work in time and pain and our limited grasp to bring 
about resurrection. This story gives us so much time to stew because in this account of Jesus 
and Lazarus, God indicates how much we need God. The title of this story in John’s Gospel is 
“The Raising of Lazarus,” but we could just as easily call it “Waiting for Jesus” or even “Waiting 
for God[ot].” 
 Waiting for Jesus or God to act is never easy. Maybe we’ll always be anxious about it. Yet, 
one momentous article of faith is that we know God will act—just not when or how! The most 
believers can confess is that we will believe in God and trust God in God’s time. While we wait, 
we can address our anxiety. Charles Spurgeon had a way to deal with human worry that is as 
good as any of which I have heard. 

In 480 BCE the out-manned army of Sparta’s King Leonidas held off Xerxes’ Persian troops by 
fighting them one at a time as they came through a narrow mountain pass.  Noting this 
strategy, Spurgeon wrote, “Suppose Leonidas and his handful of men had gone out into the 
wide-open plain and attacked—why, they would have died at once, although they fought like 
lions.” Spurgeon continued by saying that Christians stand in today’s narrow pass. If Christians 
choose to battle every difficulty at the same time, they’re certain to suffer defeat. But if 
Christians trust God and take their troubles one by one, they will find sufficient their strength in 
God. Jesus took his time to get to Lazarus’ tomb for a reason—one stated at the story’s 
beginning: “This illness does not lead to death; rather it is for God’s glory, so that the Son of 
God may be glorified through it.” It makes us anxious, but God’s power saves us—in God’s own 
time. 
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