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In the midst of the COVID-19 pandemic, American churches are becoming valuable 
resources from a public health perspective. Most of us know that life-saving decisions 
can come down to valuing people over money, prioritizing humility over ego, and 
listening to the vulnerable over the powerful. These three values should be at the heart 
of the church’s mission. We have practiced these ideals through ritual and through 
conversation throughout our life. A public health crisis is simply a point in time in 
which these values become visibly practical, rather than simply countercultural. 
 
Other church habits—such as in-person meeting weekly, participating in Holy 
Communion, and passing a donation basket—might need to shift temporarily in the 
interest of the most vulnerable among us. 
 
Earlier, this summer we have also had another new experience as a church. Via 
volunteers and staff people, we have pulled off a wonderful on-line version of VBS. I 
have heard some pretty hilarious stories about the adventures of doing such. But we 
do them because we know our children are worth our time and effort!!! 
 
Why does the church do these things (VBS, youth missions, etc.) and why should 
many adults who have already raised their children care anyway? This is a good 
question. L. Gregory Jones, formerly Dean at Duke Divinity school, writes this about 
children: 
 

Children inevitably benefit and suffer from the character of their parents’ lives. The real question is 
whether or not they suffer for causes and convictions worthy of that suffering. As we ask that 
question, we might realize that the often-heard phrase “I just want my kids to be happy,” masks 
what we really should want for our children. What if, instead of saying, “I just want my kids to be 
happy,” we said, “I just want my children to be faithful?” 

 
What we do as a church should be enjoyable and fulfilling for children and youth. It 
should also help them come to an understanding of what it means to be a Christian 
disciple. I am convinced that under the leadership of Kristen Von Gonten and those 
volunteers working with her that this summer our children and youth were in very 
good cyber hands. 
 
Let us continue to pray for our young people. They need us, but perhaps by way of 
self-interest, we also need them. Also, I am very proud of our church for being able to 
continue to practice ministry in the face of all the obstacles which seem to be 
continuously coming our way! 
 
 
Sincerely, your friend, 
David Mosser 
 

Come, Worship 

Stay, Learn 

Go, Serve 


