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During the course of the Covid-19 pandemic, many of us pastors been under tremendous pressure 
from some inside our United Methodist congregations. They want us to do some things that we may 
feel uncomfortable doing and resent us for not bending to their will. Of course, it is only a few, but it 
stings, nonetheless. Our natural inclination is to strike back.  
 
Instead, may we retreat to Charles Haddon Spurgeon to calm our “worse angels.” Here is what 
Spurgeon expressed to his students in his book Lessons to My Students. It is a good remainder to all of 
us, laity and clergy, who from time to time have “soul trouble.” 
 
 
The lesson of wisdom is, be not dismayed by soul-trouble. Count it no strange thing, but a part of 

ordinary ministerial experience. Should the power of depression be more than ordinary, think not that 

all is over with your usefulness. Cast not away your confidence, for it hath great recompense of reward. 

Even if the enemy’s foot be on your neck, expect to rise and overthrow him. Cast the burden of the 

present, along with the sin of the past and the fear of the future, upon the Lord, who forsaketh not his 

saints. Live by the day—aye, by the hour. Put not trust in frames and feelings. Care more for a grain of 

faith than a ton of excitement. Trust in God alone, and lean not on the reeds of human help. Be not 

surprised when friends fail you: it is a failing world. Never count upon immutability in man: inconstancy 

you may reckon upon without fear of disappointment. The disciples of Jesus forsook him; be not 

amazed if your adherents wander away to other teachers: as they were not your all when with you, all 

is not gone from you with their departure.  

 

Serve God with all your might while the candle is burning, and then when it goes out for a season, you 

will have the less to regret. Be content to be nothing, for that is what you are. When your own 

emptiness is painfully forced upon your consciousness, chide yourself that you ever dreamed of being 

full, except in the Lord. Set small store by present rewards; be grateful for earnests by the way, but look 

for the recompensing joy hereafter. Continue with double earnestness to serve your Lord when no 

visible result is before you. Any simpleton can follow the narrow path in the light: faith’s rare wisdom 

enables us to march on in the dark with infallible accuracy, since she places her hand in that of her 

great Guide. Between this and heaven there may be rougher weather yet, but it is all provided for by 

our covenant Head. In nothing let us be turned aside from the path which the divine call has urged us 

to pursue. Come fair or come foul, the pulpit is our watchtower and the ministry our warfare; be it 

ours, when we cannot see the face of God, to trust under the shadow of his wings (From Lessons to My 

Students by Charles Haddon Spurgeon). 

 
Beside our daily prayers, it is a good thing to visit an old friend like Spurgeon. 
 
Sincerely, your friend, David Mosser 


