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“Meditating on God’s Creation” 
Salado UMC, Salado, Tx 76571 

Preaching Text: Psalm 104 
27 September 2020—17th Sunday after Pentecost  

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
“History is a vision of God’s creation on the move” (Arnold Toynbee, 1889 - 1975). 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++  
 Hear the day’s lesson, Psalm 104 (CEB): 
 

Let my whole being bless the Lord! 
    Lord my God, how fantastic you are! 
    You are clothed in glory and grandeur! 
2 You wear light like a robe; 
    you open the skies like a curtain. 
3 You build your lofty house on the waters; 
    you make the clouds your chariot, 
    going around on the wings of the wind. 
4 You make the winds your messengers; 
    you make fire and flame your ministers. 
5 You established the earth on its foundations 
    so that it will never ever fall. 
6 You covered it with the watery deep like a piece of clothing; 
    the waters were higher than the mountains! 
7 But at your rebuke they ran away; 
    they fled in fear at the sound of your thunder. 
8 They flowed over the mountains, 
    streaming down the valleys 
    to the place you established for them. 
9 You set a boundary they cannot cross 
    so they’ll never again cover the earth. 
10 You put gushing springs into dry riverbeds. 
    They flow between the mountains, 
11         providing water for every wild animal— 
        the wild donkeys quench their thirst. 
12 Overhead, the birds in the sky make their home, 
    chirping loudly in the trees. 
13 From your lofty house, you water the mountains. 
    The earth is filled full by the fruit of what you’ve done. 
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14 You make grass grow for cattle; 
    you make plants for human farming 
        in order to get food from the ground, 
15         and wine, which cheers people’s hearts, 
        along with oil, which makes the face shine, 
        and bread, which sustains the human heart. 
16 The Lord’s trees are well watered— 
    the cedars of Lebanon, which God planted, 
17    where the birds make their nests, 
    where the stork has a home in the cypresses. 
18 The high mountains belong to the mountain goats; 
    the ridges are the refuge of badgers. 
19 God made the moon for the seasons, 
    and the sun too, which knows when to set. 
20 You bring on the darkness and it is night, 
    when every forest animal prowls. 
21 The young lions roar for their prey, 
    seeking their food from God. 
22 When the sun rises, they gather together 
    and lie down in their dens. 
23 Then people go off to their work, 
    to do their work until evening. 
24 Lord, you have done so many things! 
    You made them all so wisely! 
The earth is full of your creations! 
25 And then there’s the sea, wide and deep, 
    with its countless creatures— 
    living things both small and large. 
26 There go the ships on it, 
    and Leviathan, which you made, plays in it! 
27 All your creations wait for you 
    to give them their food on time. 
28 When you give it to them, they gather it up; 
    when you open your hand, they are filled completely full! 
29 But when you hide your face, they are terrified; 
    when you take away their breath, 
    they die and return to dust. 
30 When you let loose your breath, they are created, 
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    and you make the surface of the ground brand-new again. 
31 Let the Lord’s glory last forever! 
    Let the Lord rejoice in all he has made! 
32 He has only to look at the earth, and it shakes. 
    God just touches the mountains, and they erupt in smoke. 
33 I will sing to the Lord as long as I live; 
    I will sing praises to my God while I’m still alive. 
34 Let my praise be pleasing to him; 
    I’m rejoicing in the Lord! 
35 Let sinners be wiped clean from the earth; 
    let the wicked be no more. 
But let my whole being bless the Lord! Praise the Lord (Psalm 104)! 

 
 Psalms is a gathering of collections. Written over many centuries, Psalms stretch from the 
days of Solomon’s temple when the Hebrews first gathered the Psalms from their oral tradition. 
The last Psalms the Hebrew poets composed to the time until the ending of the Exile—perhaps 
even bit later. Scholars regularly classify Psalms into five types: hymns of praise, laments, 
thanksgiving psalms, royal psalms, and wisdom psalms. Yet, there are numerous other ways to 
divide and describe this collection of 150 poems/songs/hymns/prayers.  

We now turn to Psalm 104. This psalm is a hymn of praise to God, the creator. First it 
describes the formation of the heavens and of the earth. To antiquity, “light” was a thing or 
material object of sorts. So associating light to a “garment” made sense to them. Verses 2 and 3 
describe how God built his heavenly dwelling on the chaotic (unruly, disordered) “waters.” 
Then, the psalmist alludes to the sirocco, a desert wind or scorching sand storm from the east. 
This “wind” brings rain clouds from the sea and each, both wind and rain, is under God’s 
direction. Ancient people understood the earth as a disk buoyed by pillars (“foundations,” v. 5). 
Before God’s creative acts, the “waters” covered the earth. Yahweh hurried away the chaos and 
brought order to the world. This same God, Yahweh, also limited the waters to the mountain 
tops, perhaps as snow, and the “valleys” (see v. 8, as rivers).  

In addition, God will never again permit the waters to cover the earth or cover all that lives. 
The psalmist reminds us that God’s creatures depend on God for their very existence (see vv. 
27-30). Yahweh’s “works” are innumerable. God made them “in God’s divine wisdom.” God’s 
accomplishments, we might even say, completes creation with a perfection of design. God’s 
creation possesses absolute integrity, truth, and beauty. This Psalm 104, from beginning to end, 
is an anthem of praise for the God who provides this perfect creation.  

Yet, I want to bring up now, that there is a rift that has been intensifying within Christianity 
for some time. It is a point of view—and I think more than somewhat misleading—suggesting 
the opposition of science and the Christian faith. This conflict is not clear cut nor absolute, but 
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rather occurs on a continuum. After pondering Psalm 104 and how the Psalm exalts nature, 
perhaps we might think about our natural world. Some Christians may want to live a more a 
green lifestyle. I suggest that being stewards of our natural world is also a natural extension of 
our faith. Ecology is not a bad thing that some have painted it. 
 Stewardship in this arena manages the household that we might call our natural world. To 
give preserving our natural world a more Christian twist, we could say that it is simply handling 
our blessings. God has given to us nature to manage reliably. Ask a child what s/he is thankful 
for. They will no doubt catalog family, friends, and perhaps elements of nature—pretty flowers, 
trees, or song birds. Have we ever seen this? Children see God’s creation as a blessing, as 
something to be grateful for, to explore, and to express rejoicing. As Yahweh fashioned our 
world, God said “it is good.” They may not be articulate, but children innately understand God’s 
goodness. Sometimes we adults forget. Psalm 104 speaks to those distracted by the by many 
things (as Martha, see: Luke 10:41). Distracting as life tends to be, diversions lull us into 
forgetting how spectacular is God’s creation. 
 The bottom line is simply a question. Don’t we think God wants us to care of God’s 
creation? The fundamental basis for this question is Psalm 104. This Psalm asks us to consider 
the question. God created the world for us to live in and to enjoy. The Earth itself is a living 
testament of God’s glory, provision, beauty, and mystery. God loves God’s creation. So, it 
follows, should we.  

In real life, a real-world and practical question is this: What can we do to reduce pollution 
and conserve energy? This question addresses how we might become better stewards of God’s 
created order. Here are some ideas from Dawn Walls-Thumma (homeguides.sfgate.com/can-
reduce-pollution-conserve-energy-78683.html). Energy preservation and pollution reduction go 
hand-in-hand. We can all practice a few simple, suitable ways to save energy and these may 
help us trim our utility bills. 

1. Choose Eco-Friendly Appliances  
2. Cut Heating and Cooling Expenditures 
Woodstoves or fireplaces can keep our homes warm and cut heating bills. 
Thermostats set at moderate temperatures in unused rooms. In summer, ceiling fans, or 
window fans for cooling. 
3. Switch to Renewable Energy Sources 
4. Reduce, Reuse, Recycle 
What we do with our household waste determines the amount of pollution and energy 
we create. Recycling also saves energy and reduces pollution. 

 
 We Christians are not nature worshippers. We are not “new agers.” We are Christians. We 
worship God who has “created and is creating.” God gives gifts to us and we take care of these 
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gifts. Psalm 104, if heeded, is something of a wake-up call for those who care about our future 
generations and their relationship with our Created World. 

David Neil Mosser, Salado UMC, Salado, TX 76571 
 


