
1 
 

“A Modification of the Roommate Agreement . . . .” 
26 July 2020 

Preaching Text: Genesis 29:15-28 
8th Sunday after Pentecost 

Salado UMC, Salado, Texas 76571 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

“Marriage is the only adventure open to the cowardly” (Voltaire—1694 - 1778). 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++  

 
Hear the day’s lesson, Genesis 28:10-22: 
   

15 Then Laban said to Jacob, “Because you are my kinsman, should you therefore serve me for 
nothing? Tell me, what shall your wages be?” 16 Now Laban had two daughters; the name of the 
elder was Leah, and the name of the younger was Rachel. 17 Leah’s eyes were lovely, and Rachel 
was graceful and beautiful. 18 Jacob loved Rachel; so he said, “I will serve you seven years for your 
younger daughter Rachel.” 19 Laban said, “It is better that I give her to you than that I should give 
her to any other man; stay with me.” 20 So Jacob served seven years for Rachel, and they seemed 
to him but a few days because of the love he had for her. 
 
21 Then Jacob said to Laban, “Give me my wife that I may go in to her, for my time is completed.” 
22 So Laban gathered together all the people of the place, and made a feast. 23 But in the evening, 
he took his daughter Leah and brought her to Jacob; and he went in to her. 24 (Laban gave his 
maid Zilpah to his daughter Leah to be her maid.) 25 When morning came, it was Leah! And Jacob 
said to Laban, “What is this you have done to me? Did I not serve with you for Rachel? Why then 
have you deceived me?”  
 
26 Laban said, “This is not done in our country—giving the younger before the firstborn. 
27 Complete the week of this one, and we will give you the other also in return for serving me 
another seven years.” 28 Jacob did so, and completed her week; then Laban gave him his daughter 
Rachel as a wife (Genesis 29:15-28).  

 
Pudd’nhead Wilson is an 1894 Mark Twain novel. It also has a likeness to the story of Jacob’s wives, 

in that each has a theme of mistaken identity which leads to some interesting plot twists. Although 
Pudd’nhead Wilson is a story of a black child (1/32) and white child switched at birth and the funny things 
that happen to them, it is also Twain’s social commentary on American life in the late 1800s. There is a 
mystery story and a crime thrown in to boot. Twain locates the story in a Mississippi town in slavery 
days. It obliges readers to examine their attitudes toward many social conventions. The book does so in 
the glaring glow of Twain’s indirect but considerable sense of humor. 
 Mistaken identity is usually funny—unless it happens to you! 
 Leah no doubt felt some exceedingly hurt feelings after their wedding night when her “12-hour 
husband” Jacob said to his father in law, Laban: “What is this you have done to me?” Bummer!! This is a 
messed-up story with a lot of twists and turns—like every story of which Jacob is a part.  
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 Today’s Jacob story in a nutshell is this: After a grueling trip fleeing his brother’s wrath, Jacob 
arrives in Haran. Exhausted from his journey, Jacob instantly forgets his fatigue when he sees a beautiful 
nubile young woman at a well—Rachel, the youngest daughter of his uncle Laban. Jacob immediately 
falls profoundly in love and Laban greets his nephew heartily. Soon enough, Jacob asks Laban to let him 
marry Rachel. Jacob even agrees to Laban’s demanding conditions—becoming an indentured servant for 
seven full years.  

Jacob proves an apt and proficient herdsman. He greatly furthers the prosperity of Laban’s people. 
Thus, after seven years, and disinclined to let Jacob leave, Laban devises a cold-blooded scheme. When 
Jacob awakens on the morning following the presumed consummation of his marriage with Rachel, he is 
shocked to discover that he has been with Rachel’s older sister Leah instead. Evidently, Laban pressed 
Leah to take Rachel’s place in the dark matrimonial tent. As Jacob fumes, Laban claims that according to 
the law of the land, a father must marry off his older daughter first. Yet Laban makes Jacob an offer he 
cannot refuse. For another seven years in Laban’s service, Jacob can take Rachel as his wife. Again, 
Laban’s household thrives seven additional years of rich harvests and expanding flocks—affluence all 
thanks to Jacob’s exceptional agronomic and animal husbandry skills. And for Jacob . . . fourteen years 
for his true love Rachel seemed but a day!! 
 Mistaken identity is usually funny—unless it happens to you! 
 In my younger days, I once received an invitation to teach the Southern Illinois UMW School of 
Christian Missions. The school’s duration was for a week in the summer of 1984. Being 31 years of age, I 
got quite the big-head. Here I was to be a presenter to over 500 United Methodist Women at 
McKendree College in Lebanon, Illinois—the oldest university in Illinois. My task was to lecture on the 
epistle to the Ephesians for a week. I took the task seriously. 
 After a lot of correspondence and the organizers making a “big deal” about getting a “scholar” from 
Texas, I was set to go and “be of great magnitude.” 
 My hosts quickly disabused me of the notion of my presumed status, when the head of the 
committee which picked me up at St. Louis Lambert International Airport blurted out upon seeing me: 
“Hey, you aren’t who we thought you were!” 
 Mistaken identity? One rascal Jacob getting tricked by another rascal Laban? Hard labor for 14 
years? How can we respond to this story in Genesis about Jacob, Leah, Laban, and Rachel? 
 Of course, some might say that this is a love story where in the end God triumphs. Like Jacob, 
occasionally we realize victory with respect to God’s providence after we have made a mess of our life 
and perhaps even—made a mess of ourselves. Mary, the mother of Jesus, paraphrases this notion in 
Luke’s Magnificat: “For he satisfies the thirsty and the hungry he fills with good things” (Psalm 107:9). As 
many Christian people believe, God in Christ is the source of our joy. If we pursue Jesus first, then 
everything else comes in immeasurably as a distant second place. Or as one of our favorite summer 
church camp songs sings it (Karen Lafferty, 1972, UN Hymnal, p. 405):  

Seek ye first the kingdom of God 
And His righteousness 
And all these things shall be added unto you  

 
 When God is at the center of our lives and relationships, perhaps God protects us from making our 

lives into a big fat mess. Some human desires are not necessarily evil or sinful in themselves. In many 
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cases, these desires keep civilization and culture moving along. But when these desires overwhelm us 
and become evil/sinful, they devour our lives. Often these desires also destroy the lives of others who 
are in our sphere of influence. In some ways we can take the good, and driven too far by desire, turn 
something good into an object of worship. This is how human idolatry begins and scripture’s wisdom 
tells us it has always been that way: 

What has been is what will be, 
    and what has been done is what will be done; 
    there is nothing new under the sun (Ecclesiastes 1:9).   

 
Even today, people continue to revere their love interests, or chase obstinately after things they 

desire—and this often ends in disaster. Jacob to this point in the Genesis story is still not 100% on God’s 
bandwagon. Yet if we continue his story to the end, we will note that God never gives up on him—and 
eventually his name “Israel” will come to mean—“the one who fought/struggled with Yahweh/God”—
and prevails! But that is a story for another day. 
 

David Neil Mosser, Salado UMC, Salado, Texas 76571 

 


