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“Faith, Salvation, and Righteousness” 
14 July 2019: 5th Sunday after Pentecost  

Salado UMC—Salado, Texas 76571 
Preaching Text: Romans 10:5-13 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++  

“Conventionality is not morality. Self-righteousness is not religion.  
To attack the first is not to assail the last”  

(Charlotte Bronte—1816 - 1855). 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++  

 
 Whether one is a Stephen minister, a teacher or student of Disciple Bible Study, a children’s Sunday 
school teacher, a VBS worker or whatever . . . whenever we finish one task, there seems like another 
awaits us. The Christian life often captures us by its beauty and grace. If it does not, then we as 
Christians are either a bored or boring follower. We need the fire of the spirit to continue to do those 
many routine, but important, tasks that Christ calls us to do. 
 The idea of replenishing or re-charging the “old spiritual batteries”—a well-worn chestnut of old 
timey preachers—is one way to look at Bible study. Scripture keeps our focus on the story of our faith 
and, consequently, the story of our life. Sometimes we are so modern that we get away from scripture. I 
had been in Georgetown about six months when a lady coming out of worship remarked casually: “You 
sure do talk about the Bible a lot.” She was not critical—just matter of fact. As hard as this is to believe I 
was a speechless preacher—momentarily. 
 Mostly, we each look for ways to connect to God and deepen our faith journey. Scripture helps us 
relate our lives to lives of people who have wrestled with God. These struggled with what it means to be 
a faithful and righteous person—quite a difficult task as we all know. A great temptation for us is 
boredom with the hard and often disappointing work of discipleship. Boredom is the most seductive 
enemy of the Christian life. Why? Because the most central things Christians do are routine. Our tasks 
are repetitive. Significantly, when we study the Bible, it offers us a window into the lives of our spiritual 
ancestors. This, in turn, gives us a boost to remain faithful to our call as those of old. 
 Further, with our peers we can learn from studying with others on our journey. I have never heard 
anyone say that he/she knows scripture too well. Learning with others, we grow and evolve in the spirit. 
Paul writes: “Now we see a reflection in a mirror; then we will see face-to-face. Now I know partially, 
but then I will know completely in the same way that I have been completely known” (1 Corinthians 13:12). 
  One of my clergy colleagues tells a story about a Swedish immigrant who worked hard in America 
and saved his money for a trip back to Sweden in order to visit his relatives in the old hometown. He 
booked passage on an ocean liner. Before the ship sailed, he laid in an ample supply of cheese and 
crackers. For economy, he lived on that simple fare every day. All the way across the Atlantic—cheese 
and crackers. 
 When he walked on the deck, he often saw other passengers going into the fancy dining room, and 
envied them their good fortune, but he also knew he could not afford the fancy meals. On the last day at 
sea, when he could no longer look at another cracker, he decided to splurge. He went with the other 
passengers to dinner. After the meal, he approached the steward to pay the tab. It was then he 
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discovered to his mortification that the price of the trip included meals. He could have been at the 
banquet table every meal instead of in his room nibbling on cheese and crackers. 
 People can eat cheese and crackers if they wish, but we are all invited by God to a great gospel 
banquet. Anyone can come. In Jesus, God invites every last one of us. Our lesson explores the idea that 
faith, salvation, and righteousness all converge on the Christ event God offers to humankind. Hear our 
text: 

5 Moses writes about the righteousness that comes from the Law: The person who does these 
things will live by them. 6 But the righteousness that comes from faith talks like this: Don’t say in 
your heart, “Who will go up into heaven?” (that is, to bring Christ down) 7 or “Who will go down 
into the region below?” (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). 8 But what does it say? The 
word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart (that is, the message of faith that we preach). 
9 Because if you confess with your mouth “Jesus is Lord” and in your heart you have faith that 
God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 10 Trusting with the heart leads to 
righteousness, and confessing with the mouth leads to salvation. 11 The scripture says, All who 
have faith in him won’t be put to shame. 12 There is no distinction between Jew and Greek, 
because the same Lord is Lord of all, who gives richly to all who call on him. 13 All who call on the 
Lord’s name will be saved (Romans 10:5-13).  

 
 Verse 9 is a confession of faith: “Because if you confess with your mouth ‘Jesus is Lord’ and in your 
heart you have faith that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.” Thus, if verse nine is a 
confession of faith, then verses 10-13 describe that affirmation’s outcome. Paul writes of two paths to 
faithfulness in God. One way, of course, is obedience to the ritual law. While the law is holy, as Paul 
specified elsewhere, the law is also powerless to save. So, law is a dead end to salvation. 
   Yet, there is a second way—the way of grace. Paul continues to share his insight about righteousness 
and salvation. He does so by using the designations of “mouth” and “heart.” Accordingly, Paul illustrates 
how an individual realizes God’s righteousness as a gracious faith gift. We receive God’s gift when “you 
confess with your mouth ‘Jesus is Lord’ and in your heart you have faith that God raised him from the 
dead.” Abiding in a right bond with God, that is, God’s justification, being saved—Paul’s near co-equal 
terms—happens in trust and belief in God’s promises. Honestly, both a spoken confession (mouth) and 
trusting (heart) go together. In essence, what appears to be two actions are in fact one—a co-mingling of 
both trust and belief. 
   Doubtless in church history, we have objected to this doctrine. Here is a succinct statement from 
Ephesians 2:8: “You are saved by God’s grace because of your faith. This salvation is God’s gift. It’s not 
something you possessed.” Somehow, people do not really want gifts—even from God. In its place, we 
want to feel like we deserve (read: earn) what we get. This stance reveals our human pride—we want to do 
it our way! 
 Do you wonder about people who cannot take a compliment? The Dysfunctionally Independent 
(DIP) syndrome affects a good number of otherwise normal people. While simple enough, receiving 
something from another person can be challenging for many. Some folks believe that seeking help 
undermines independence. Yet, by refusing to accept help, we neglect the truth that we are social 
beings. We need cooperation in order to thrive. Attributes of the dysfunctionally independent include: 

--too proud, afraid, or autonomous to accept help. 
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--never let anyone to give gifts  
--social intimacy is unfamiliar or frightening. 
-- suffer from ‘here I go again on my own’ condition (and you’re proud of it).  
--feel lonely and afraid of commitment. 
--attempts at healing are solitary. 
--prefer your dog’s company to other people (thoughtcatalog.com/rezzan-huseyin/2016/). 

 
Thus, we are better at following the law than we are receiving God’s spirit of grace. 
 If faith is about trust and belief, then what of obedience? What if we can’t control our relationship 
with God? Paul never ridicules useful obedience to the law—he simply reminds us that the law cannot 
save. If we remember previous texts from Romans, we recall that obedience is a weighty matter for 
Paul. He writes of the faith’s obedience in more than a few places (see: Romans 1:5; 5:19; 6:16; 16:26: 2 Corinthians 

9:13). Actually, this Romans’ slice alerts readers that the obedience of faith still has meaning. Paul knows 
that faith constantly responds to grace. Grace is a condition, therefore, of faith.  
 Hence, Paul writes, “So then, it doesn’t depend on a person’s desire or effort. It depends entirely 
on God, who shows mercy.” The NRSV renders this verse, “So it depends not on human will or exertion, 
but on God who shows mercy” (Romans 9:16). We, in other words, have no obedience, nor good works of 
any kind to offer God as bargaining chips for salvation. Rather, we defer to God’s grace. The result is 
God’s gracious and righteous result in our salvation. A confession with both our mouths and our hearts 
is the divine channel by which we obtain salvation. Salvation by grace in Christ is available to all who call 
on Christ in faith. Using the rhetorical device “inclusio,” Paul completes his thought in verse 11 as the 
back of what we might call “bookends.” The front bookend occurs in Romans 1:16: “I’m not ashamed of 
the gospel . . . .” Here Paul writes that “All” will not be shamed. 

A few decades ago, a “Bartles & Jaymes” television commercial ended with a tag line: “We thank 
you for your support.” The quip and the two amusing older gentlemen who said it became something of 
a joke. Yet behind the line lays a great truth. Thanks for what we have and what others give us is one 
measure of a meaningful life. A dilemma inherent in materialism as life’s philosophy is that “enough is 
never enough.” We would not have to look far to see modern American’s possessions would simply 
overwhelm most third world people. As a fitting response, our life can never overrate thanksgiving for 
God’s grace. 

David Neil Mosser, Salado UMC, Salado TX 76571 
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