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“The Gospel” 
30 June 2019: 3rd Sunday after Pentecost  

Salado UMC—Salado, Texas 76571 
Preaching Text: Romans 1:15-17, 5:6-11 

 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++  

“Bad news goes about in clogs, Good news in stockinged feet”  

(―Welsh Proverb). 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++  

 

Hear the day’s lesson, Romans 1:15-17, 5:6-11: 
 

15 That’s why I’m ready to preach the gospel also to you who are in Rome. 16 I’m not ashamed of 
the gospel: it is God’s own power for salvation to all who have faith in God, to the Jew first and 
also to the Greek. 17 God’s righteousness is being revealed in the gospel, from faithfulness for 
faith, as it is written, The righteous person will live by faith. 
 
6 While we were still weak, at the right moment, Christ died for ungodly people. 7 It isn’t often 
that someone will die for a righteous person, though maybe someone might dare to die for a 
good person. 8 But God shows his love for us, because while we were still sinners Christ died for 
us. 9 So, now that we have been made righteous by his blood, we can be even more certain that 
we will be saved from God’s wrath through him. 10 If we were reconciled to God through the 
death of his Son while we were still enemies, now that we have been reconciled, how much more 
certain is it that we will be saved by his life? 11 And not only that: we even take pride in God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, the one through whom we now have a restored relationship with 
God (Romans 1:15-17, 5:6-11). 

 
Today’s lesson addresses “our sinfulness.” Many modern people trivialize the notion of sin. This 

mocking attitude is similar to belittling Lenten disciplines for example. We sometimes hear people say, 
“I’m giving up chocolates for Lent,” as if this deed is a great sacrifice. Yet sin focuses on the human 
condition in which all persons find themselves. Sin does not so much mean “dancing, card playing, or 
drinking,” although many Christians have so understood it. Rather, theologically, sin signifies a break in 
the divine/human relationship. Sin is separation from God and others.  
 Paul, in the letter/epistle to the Romans, explains how God mends the breach that occurs via 
human sin. A way to summarize what Paul is getting at comes where Paul writes: “If we were reconciled 
to God through the death of his Son while we were still enemies, now that we have been reconciled, 
how much more certain is it that we will be saved by his life” (Romans 5:10)? 
 Paul begins chapter 5: “Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through 
our Lord Jesus Christ” (Romans 5:1). We have peace with God. I wonder if Paul means that, prior to God’s 
action, we were at war with God. Could this be why Paul tells his readers, “Therefore, since we are 
justified . . . we have peace?” What does it mean to be at war with God? Maybe sin means that we 
declare war on God, our neighbor, and our self. Maybe peace with God means binding up the break 
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between God and us and our fellows. Perhaps these questions don’t occur to today’s modern world. But 
maybe they should. War with God describes a struggle deep within us to find meaning and value in life. 
 Consider the many ways that modern people avoid closeness to God and others. We are not at 
peace—in fact, we are at war with God and others and our own selves. Paul, from nearly two thousand 
years, writes to us today about our need of peace with God and, if with God, then with others. But if we 
want peace, God can help us overcome the break we call sin. 
 Perhaps you have seen Mel Brooks’ wacky 1974 film “Young Frankenstein.” In the film, young Dr. 
Frankenstein arrives in Transylvania train station on track number 29. The laboratory assistant meets 
him at the station and helps him with his luggage. Dr. Frankenstein immediately notices the large hump 
on the assistant’s shoulder and caringly says, “I’m a surgeon and I will be glad to remove your hump.” 
 The assistant looks at Frankenstein blankly and asks, “What hump?” Young Frankenstein quickly 
drops the subject. 
 Sometimes when the church speaks of sin, people ask, “What sin?” Yet, our styles of life, the way 
we manage our resources, and our general attendance to the matters of the spirit each conspire to 
convict us of our sin. Some Sundays we examine ourselves; not by a measure of how we stack up with 
the Jones family down the street, but rather what God requires of us as those who follow the Messiah. 
Paul’s Roman epistle, offers us an occasion to examine what it means to live in God’s peace. 

Paul’s epistle has several motives. First, Paul may be trying to secure a foothold in a congregation 
he did not found. He wanted financial help for his next missionary task. This initiative would carry Jesus’ 
gospel all the way to Spain. Scholars speculate that this is one reason for the letter. This theory’s 
evidence comes near the end of Romans. Paul writes, “So then after I have finished this job and have 
safely delivered the final amount of the Gentiles’ offering to them, I will leave for Spain, visiting you on 
the way” (Romans 15:28). 

Another viable motive, and no doubt weightier, is the Roman church itself. Paul knows some in the 
church (Romans 16), but does not know them like other congregations he founded. This makes Romans 
unique. Largely, Paul writes to churches he founded. In Romans, he writes to those he has yet to visit. 
Perhaps, Paul heard of doctrinal problems in the church from those visiting Rome. No doubt, some of 
the same agreements he worked out in Galatians will work in Rome. Since Jew and Greek existed under 
one roof, Paul desired to explain the gospel in strong terms. 
 Paul writes boldly about the gospel’s power. The authority of the gospel derives from God. The 
gospel’s pivotal blessing is salvation. God’s power saves “all who have faith.” Paul writes that the gospel 
has the power to save both the Jew and Greek. A Jewish theological world view partitions everyone into 
two camps—non-Jews and Jews. In Paul’s epistles (see, for example: Romans 1:14; 3:9, 1 Corinthians 1:22; 12:13), Paul 
names “Greeks” to signify non-Jews. The New Testament also designates non-Jews as pagans or 
gentiles. Paul’s argument is that God’s power controls all creation. This power also included all various 
particularities among people. In the end, Romans becomes Paul’s most fully detailed account of Christ’s 
gospel message. 
 “While we were still weak,” characterizes our human situation. Likely, this phrase is a shorthand 
way to speak to those “under the law.” These are people who cannot save themselves. Thus, Paul 
contrasts people’s fatal flaw to God’s total sovereignty—God saves and make righteous. “At the right 
moment,” signifies that God’s time is not calendar time. Rather, it is like the phrase “in the fullness of 
time” (Ephesians 1:10). Salvation does not arrive at a pre-arranged hour, say at 9:30 a.m. on 13 September 
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2020. Instead, salvation arrives at a suitable time. Farmers recognize this time as a time to reap—not 
calendar time. A farmer harvests crops comes because s/he has fully developed crops in the field. God 
determined that the Christ who died fulfilled the time in this sense (Mark 1:15). The Greek word “kairos” is 
one of two words that define time. Kairos means “the right or opportune time,” while “chronos” 
indicates calendar, or clock, or wristwatch time. 

At Romans 5:10-11, Paul returns to the theme “reconciliation with God.” That is, Paul again writes 
about war with God. First, we were God’s and each other’s opponents. But “through the death of his 
Son,” God reconciles us. And if God reconciles us by the Christ’s death, then assuredly God will similarly 
rescue us “by his life.” In Paul’s 2 Corinthian letter we read a similar concept in a slightly different, but 
helpful, way. Paul writes to the Corinthians: “God was reconciling the world to himself through Christ, by 
not counting people’s sins against them” (2 Corinthians 5:19). In a word, and by way of summary, although 
sin disconnected us from God, God reconnected us due to Jesus’ work on the cross. We gained access to 
the gift of God’s eternal life by way of our Lord Jesus Christ’s crucifixion and resurrection. 
 Erich Marie Remarque’s book, All Quiet on the Western Front tells of an encounter between two 
enemy soldiers during WW I. During battle a German soldier took shelter in crater made by artillery 
shells. Looking around he saw a man wounded, an enemy soldier. He was dying. The German soldier’s 
heart went out to him. He gave him water from his canteen and listened as the dying man spoke of his 
family. The German helped him find his wallet and take out family pictures to look at one last time. 
 In that encounter these two men ceased to be enemies. The German had seen the wounded soldier 
in a new way. Not as an enemy combatant but as a father, a husband, someone who loves and is loved. 
Someone just like him. 
 This is always the path of peace and reconciliation, learning to truly see the other and in them 
recognizing someone just like us. Perhaps, only God makes this possible. 
 

David Neil Mosser, Salado UMC, Salado TX 76571 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


