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“Welcome Strangers” 
Sermon Text: Matthew 10:40-42 
4th after Pentecost: 28 June 2020 

Salado UMC, Salado, Texas 76571 
John Wesley’s Birthday (1703) 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
“People will forget what you said, forget what you did,  

but people will never forget how you made them feel” (Maya Angelou). 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 
 

Over the years I have learned, given the right congregation and the right group of youngsters 
assembled at the front of a sanctuary, that the Children’s sermon is frequently the most gratifying part 
of worship. Over the years I have wondered why this is true. The conclusion is simply because “the 
Children’s sermon is like a box of chocolates—you never know what you are going to get.” For example, 
one morning in a previous congregation the children came on “bring a friend Sunday.” 

I asked what I thought was an innocent enough question: “Kids what do we do when we see a 
stranger in the church?” Answer: “Call the police.” Everyone thought that was hilarious except to the 
child who said it in all earnestness—and me. 

Today we explore welcoming and hospitality. Also, we ask: where this kind of graciousness leads 
people like us? Hear the day’s lesson, Matthew 10:40-42: 

“Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes the one who sent 
me. [41] Whoever welcomes a prophet in the name of a prophet will receive a prophet's reward; 
and whoever welcomes a righteous person in the name of a righteous person will receive the 
reward of the righteous; [42] and whoever gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little 
ones in the name of a disciple--truly I tell you, none of these will lose their reward” (Matt 10:40-42). 

 
 In an ancient world with few Radissons, Marriotts, or Holiday Inns available, hospitality was a 
hoped-for expectation by those who traveled further than six or seven miles from home. Travelers were 
inevitably at stranger’s mercy for food, water, and shelter. Matthew 10 concerns notions of Jesus 
sending the apostles out and about hospitality—given and received. Jesus offers instructions as he 
prepares the twelve to carry on God’s mission. Not far into this Gospel, we recognize our discipleship as 
professed is easier than it is as accomplished. 

As Jesus’ agents, the twelve represent Jesus as if he was there himself. Do you remember when 
Jesus said: “Whoever welcomes you welcomes me?” Next, Jesus tells the twelve the risks of such agents 
acting on his behalf. Finally, Jesus announces the reward for a prophet or righteous one. When we 
remember the fate of Jeremiah or Jonah or John the Baptizer, we get Jesus’ drift. The reward is more 
otherworldly than cash or coupons. It is heaven—whatever that genuinely means. 

To Jesus’ credit, Jesus prepares them, saying: “If anyone will not welcome you or listen to your 
words, shake off the dust from your feet as you leave that house or town.” In other words, the twelve 
can expect the same antagonism/opposition that Jesus does. Why? Jesus says he is “sending you [them] 
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out like sheep into the midst of wolves” (Matthew 10:16). Sheep + wolves = persecution and trials (see 10:17-

23). Yet—Jesus’ last word today says it all: “Truly I tell you, none of these will lose their reward.” 
A friend remarked as we were leaving after a good (?) church meeting, that when his family was on 

vacation, he got up to go to church in a strange town. One of his children saw him sneaking out early 
and asked, “Where are you going?” 
 He said “church.” His child asked: “Why?” 

The quirky, but brilliant author, Anne Lamott, tells us why she makes her son, Sam, go to church . . . 
.   

I make him go because I can . . . I outweigh him by nearly seventy-five pounds. But that is only 
part of it. The main reason is that I want to give him what I found in the world, which is to say a 
path and a little light to see by. Most of the people I know who have what I want—which is to 
say, purpose, heart, balance, gratitude, joy—are people with a deep sense of spirituality. They 
are people in community, who pray, or practice their faith—people banding together to work on 
themselves and for human rights. They follow a brighter light than the glimmer of their own 
candle; they are part of something beautiful (Anne Lamott, Traveling Mercies: Some Thoughts on Faith, Anchor, 

2000, p. 100). 
 
The church quite simply is a collection of people who can give to the millions of “Sams” the tools by 

which to lead a life of meaning and value. That is what our church’s Mission is all about. How can we 
introduce people to something of more significance than they can meet on their own? In Jesus’ 
language, there is still a need to send out laborers into the harvest, to send apostles outside the 
community into a perilous world. How can we rethink and retool our mission to: 

-Offer a wider vision of kingdom growth—not just church growth? 
-Develop disciples instead of church members?  
-Create a new generation of apostolic leadership?  
-Help people focus on spiritual formation? 
-Without fear, approach the future with new eyes, purpose, and new ideas? 

 There is an old joke that goes: “There are three kinds of people; those that make things happen, 
those who watch things happen, and those who ask ‘what happened?’” To be a part of an apostolic 
church means that we recognize that apostolic means “sent.” We are a sent church. Of course, this 
causes fear in many. Yet, for us to be part of the missional church movement it means that we live by 
the motto that “perfect love casts out fear” (1 John 4:18). Many of us are afraid because we fear we do not 
have the ability to share the gospel with others. Yet I call on all of us to share what we have because 
“the key is not the ability, but the availability.” 
 The time to serve is now and always in the apostolic church. When we serve other’s needs, we 
serve our own as well. Show me a person, who gives of time, talents, and treasure and I will show you a 
person that loves life. Sometimes we are reluctant to use our gifts because we think them meager. But 
sometimes the willing gift overcomes our capacity. 
 Max Lucado, in his Applause of Heaven, reminds us that if God can use ordinary inanimate objects 
(just everyday things) then God can use us. Lucado reminds us as he recalls how God used:  

--the staff of Moses to lead the people of Israel to freedom,  
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--the hurled stones of little David to turn back a giant,  
--the saliva of Jesus to heal a blind person.  
He points out that when we freely offer to God what we have, whatever it may be, through the 

miracle of God’s grace the mundane can be [God]-made majestic, the dull divine, the hum-drum holy. 
Lucado reminds us that when it comes to serving God, “the key is not the ability, but the availability.” 
 So, our question today is: “When are you available?” 
 

David N. Mosser, Salado UMC, Salado, Texas 76571 


