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“To Receive and Give Blessings” 
24 May 2020: Ascension Sunday (7th of Easter) 

Salado UMC—Salado, Texas 76571 
Preaching Text: Luke 24:44-53 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
“I try to make the here and now as heavenly as possible,  
in case there isn't one to ascend into when we're done.  

It's a kind of insurance” (Michael Caine). 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++  

 

 Easter is not simply a day. It is an entire liturgical/worship season. After Easter Sunday, God calls 
the disciples to return to the world. Yet, now they do their gospel work with the assurance of faith. 
Jesus’ resurrection gives this assurance. So, a gift God directs the disciples offer is simply to give and 
receive blessings. We only pass along what we have first received. So, we first receive the blessings of 
God and then—and only then—God enables us to pass these blessings on. Today is a day we recall Jesus’ 
ascension. God carries Jesus up to heaven. Hear Luke’s Gospel lesson as we complete the season of 
Easter: 

[44] Then he said to them, "These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you--that 
everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled."  
 
[45] Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, [46] and he said to them, "Thus it is written, 
that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, [47] and that repentance and 
forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. [48] You are 
witnesses of these things. [49] And see, I am sending upon you what my Father promised; so stay here in 
the city until you have been clothed with power from on high."  
 
Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he blessed them. [51] While he was 
blessing them, he withdrew from them and was carried up into heaven. [52] And they worshiped him, and 
returned to Jerusalem with great joy; [53] and they were continually in the temple blessing God (Luke 24:44-

53). 
 
  Let’s explore this “Ascension text” using three classic rhetorical questions: 

What is it? (logos) 
What is it good for? (ethos) 

How do I get it? (pathos) 
First: let’s ask, “What is the Ascension of Jesus?” In Luke 24:50-53, Jesus blessed his disciples, 

“withdrew from them and was carried up into heaven.” Then “they worshiped him, and returned to 
Jerusalem with great joy.” Luke’s Gospel begins with angels proclaiming “good news of a great joy” at 
Jesus’ birth (2:10). Luke ends the Gospel with disciples worshiping and praising God. These disciples 
recognize the joy of Jesus among them. Soon too will the new church. The ascension ends Jesus’ earthly 
ministry, just as surely as Pentecost begins our ministries. 
 Since at least the fourth century, the church celebrates Ascension Day on the fortieth day after 
Easter Sunday. In reality, Ascension Day occurred this year last Thursday, 21 May 2020. We could 
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suppose Jesus’ ascension created deep grief for the disciples. Jesus is saying his earthy “good-byes” to 
them. This is the last time that they will see Jesus in bodily form.  
 Yet, we read of the disciple’s delight. Luke writes: “they worshiped him, and returned to Jerusalem 
with great joy.” Perhaps the disciples knew implicitly what Pentecost would announce explicitly to the 
whole church. We now always and everywhere have Jesus with us—via the agency of the Holy Spirit.  

This joy in Jesus offers us the answer to our second rhetorical question: “What is it good for?” The 
good news about Jesus’ ascension remains a central doctrine in our Christian tradition. Two Christian 
affirmations of faith include the doctrine of the ascension. The Apostles’ Creed and Nicene Creed affirm 
that Jesus “ascended into heaven.” The Jesus’ ascension is a final exclamation point on the resurrection. 
It is like a cherry on top of an ice cream treat. It highlights something grand and glorious! 

John Calvin suggested that believers derive several important benefits from Christ’s ascension. 
Calvin, a chief Reformation theologian (one with whom many Presbyterians are familiar) advocates some advantages 
that Christ’s ascension offers. First, Christ opens the way to the heavenly kingdom. Christ’s ascension 
inaugurates the kingdom of God. The “age to come” has come to us on “this terrestrial ball”—Earth—
because of Jesus’ heavenly ascension. 

Second, Christ becomes our Advocate and Intercessor. As a vital NT image (Heb. 7:25; 9:11-12; Rom. 8:34), 
the ascended Jesus advocates for us. Jesus functions as does a defendant’s attorney. Jesus performs for 
us what a noble defense lawyer does for a client. Jesus advocates for us before God’s judgment seat. 
Jesus intercedes and even pleads for us before God. We can now approach God without dread.  

Third, Calvin reminds us that Christ gives us his power. In Christ’s resurrection and ascension, God 
made Jesus conquer “for us” the evil principalities and powers of both sin and death. Not only this, but 
Jesus sits at the “right hand of God,” and offers us power for today. This power of Christ—“the power of 
agape love,”—we believers can now draw on. With Jesus as our abiding friend, God frees us from fear 
and for earthly ministry: to rich and poor, friend and foe. Jesus’ power is as near as the Holy Spirit. Our 
prayers to God free us to be the people God created us to be. That is the value of a relationship with 
Christ. This is what the Ascension of Jesus is good for—it is good for us as God’s people. 

Our third and final rhetorical question is: “How do I get it?” That is, how do we get this Ascension 
faith? A puzzling aspect of this story is the disciple’s reaction. Luke tells us: “And they worshiped him, 
and returned to Jerusalem with great joy.” Surely, we all understand that the disciples worshiped Jesus. 
But in view of all that had gone on before, why would Luke tell us that “they returned to Jerusalem 
joyfully?” As I said earlier: “We could suppose Jesus’ ascension created deep grief for the disciples. Jesus 
is saying his earthy ‘good-byes’ to them. This is the last time that they will see Jesus in bodily form.” 

We get the power of the ascension by recognizing who Jesus is for us. Perhaps it is finally at Jesus’ 
Ascension that the disciples finally recognize the power of Jesus’ promises. Jesus promised the disciples 
many things. One was Jesus’ earlier promise: “But after I am raised up, I will go before you to Galilee” 
(Mark 14:28). Perhaps, the disciples remembered this promise, and therefore began to reflect back on 
Jesus’ many other promises.  
 My late friend, Rev. Robert Allen from FUMC, Wichita Falls, Texas, told me when his children were 
small, he played a lot of games with them. There were afternoons when he attended an imaginary tea 
party given by his little girl. Sometimes they would sit quietly while Robert read them Dr. Seuss’ Green 
Eggs and Ham or the story of “David and Goliath” from a children’s Bible (It is definitely NOT a children’s story, by 

the way). 
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 Yet, the children’s favorite game was “Hide and Seek.” Since they were small, he picked one up 
under each arm and deposit them in the den. Then, he would hide. They would come toddling down the 
hall—cackling with laughter because they were playing a game. They would look in a couple of familiar 
hiding places and if he wasn’t there, they would look at their mother and ask, “Where’s daddy?” 

Although Robert hid under the bed or in a closet and they couldn’t see him, the children always 
knew he was still with them. Perhaps this is a little of what Ascension Day suggests to us.  

In life, in death, in life beyond death, 
    God is with us. 
We are not alone. Thanks be to God. Amen. 

 
David N. Mosser, Salado UMC Salado, TX 76011 

 


